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THE STERLEY’S OF OAKLAND PARK
A REGENCY NOVEL
CHAPTER ONE
The Sterley’s of Oakland Park in the county of Surnad for
a long time been genteel nobility the first Stetleyise to the
nobility was Sir John having been in the servicagen
Elizabeth of blessed memory. Having served his tguweell
he had been knighted and invested with lands, Queen
Elizabeth always a grudging giver of favor’s hadirst
wished to bestow only a small portion of land ugitis
nobleman. However in the end better judgment pledaind
a sizable grand was made to Sir John the desceafi€it
John had played there part in making England vthahs at
the time of our narrative. For this, they were narsply
rewarded.

They had added through out successive generatichese
lands. thus at the turn of the"18entury Oakland Park had
attached to it a number of farms which paid rentsually in
arrears bringing a certain measure of securitysasense of
wealth. The current sir Thomas was a man of qu#easition
who after a lifetime of service to the crown hatlireed to
contemplate the beauty of country life. Sir Thorhas always
been fond of birds and thus he spent his daysite qu
contemplation of the birds of Southern England bfolv he
was making a study, in the hopes of some time saomng a
publication done at his expense. It was not thaflsbmas
sought fame for he was already quite well known laad
riches enough for the needs of his family and Hierriext
generation when they arrived.

Sir Thomas had served the previous governmenthed in
parliament and as a captain in that, service otlwvhielson
was a great example. Sir Thomas had only retirédeto
country once it became apparent that the King waold
recover, thus Sir Thomas had taken the time tdthibetter
to retire from politics, as he had no wish to serva
government over which the prince Regent held sway.

In his younger day, he had been an officer in thgdRnavy a
part of the service for which he still held a grisstdness in
his heart. He read with keen interest the gazaitese who
had been mentioned and if perchance a son of abyear
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neighbor had received a distinction of merit in gJagette. Sir
Thomas would take to writing a letter or two to teétives
and even some time to the gentleman in questiohings
them a heart congratulations and an invitatioralbupon him
at Oakland Park when they should again be in thatyo

Of the people that Sir Thomas loved most dearlyevedr
course his wife of many years Ann who had been hady
Moorcroft (Her Father Lord Moorcroft now an andieglic
who had served in the government of George Il Hddte
passed away thus the family was still in a timenofurning.)
Then there daughters Lydia, Mary Sophia Elizabetidl, of
course Mary, the youngest of his daughters his adms
brought him great pride were in order of age Thqrdahn,
William, and finally James who was but a babe msrSir
Thomas and Lady Ann had for more then a generalamed
the arrival of there children in accordance wité tiedication
of an admiral of the service as he planed his 8atdn in the
same spirit as the great sea Lord of Blessed metrandg/
Horatio Nelson.. Thus over a period of two and tiyemars
Lady Ann had brought forth in due season a littiadie of

1oy

To say that Sir Thomas was a doting father wouldeHzeen
an understatement for of an evening he could bed@an his
hands and knees playing with the younger childreven
on occasion took a lively interest in the doingisfolder
children Thomas his son was a young man of thedwsho
was of a melancholic disposition and prone to moesk. In
which state he would take up his pen ands retitésooom
where he would compose sonnets and the like somich
he would on occasion read to the family for an éwgs
entertainment.

The somberness of the younger Thomas did in nohasg an
effect on the younger sons of the house who waouiehd
there days in Boxing Boating on the river and rigdgome
times even enjoying a hearty game of cricket.

The daughters of the house where an altogethdy lgreup
who loved attending assemblies and dancing wasyalaa
favorite pastime. Indeed Lay Ann had mad suredhdter
daughter could play the harpsichord and of lateutigency of
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Lady Ann to procure a piano Forte for the houselheeh
made known to Sir Thomas.

“My dear is the harpsichord broken?” he had engldrfeher
when she made the wish for a pianoforte to him. Tém it is
all the rage and is played in all the best housé®ndon we
simple must have one” she replied growing impatieitit his
reluctance to produce the desired instrument.

“Indeed my love and how much do you suppose such an
extravagance would cost?” he asked her with a gaine
expression “Oh | am not sure but what is the matberhave
never been so obstinate before when it came tpuhghase of
an instrument” she replied

“Indeed we have recently had the man in to tune the
harpsichord and what of the new fiddle | boughtJbtt a
twelve month ago?” he asked her

‘Sir you know that John plays well and he has nexglected
the art of music think sir how the instrument woafthance
your standing in the county should it be known @i have
one of the newest instruments” Lady Ann said.

“That is a good point my dear he said with a shetene
consider it and when | have found the right coriclus will
let you know” Sir Thomas said.

“In the mean time pray tell me what are the yolwadjds up to
this evening for | believe there is to be a asseritbthe
village and | have yet to shave and dress for ukheery
much like to wait upon some of our neighbors at the
assembly” he concluded

“Why sir one would think that you of all people wdulismiss
out of hand any frivolity with assemblies for yoaMe grown
quite in your later years what now this suddenregein
assembles and balls Pray sir what bedbug havenygour
hat” said Lady Ann



CHAPTERTWO
The sound of music filled the air and the hall Wawith the
light of a thousand candles for tonight was thst firf the
assembles to be held in Notheringay. Sir Thomasdou
himself seated next to an old acquiesce Mr. Chdtkrker
who had served under Sir George Rodney in the dayly of
there service to King and country “Charles do yemember
how crisp the night was?” asked Sir Thomas “Indegal sir
replied Mr. Parker taking a pull at his pipe. “liedel do,” he
said releasing a vast cloud of smoke from his moutkh to
the annoyance of Sir Thomas. It was not that Soriids was
against the habit of smoking he felt every one fr@s to live
there lives as best suited them but what he didablp was
the fact that the smoke had been expelled in héstion.

“Ah yes | remember well how we fought that battielar the
moon light a singular even if | might say so Siohtas” said
Mr. Parker “and our ship our faithful Montague ieady and
old war horse now. | would not be surprised thaemwhext we
hear of her she will have been broken up or a dhgl&f' said
Sir Thomas “I fancy the lower deck crews would loatk

back at her with such an air of nostalgia,” said Rarker.
“Indeed | fancy Don de Langara will also look batkhat
battle with an air of discontent,” replied Sir Thasn

| have an occasion to be in London next week oragemnof
some small busyness | trust that you and your dgaby will
find an occasion to call on Lady Ann. For | farthgre might
be some what of a disruption while | am away inngvgaid
Sir Thomas. “I am sure my Emily would be delightegpend
an afternoon in the company of your good lady, liegbMr.
Parker.

“Pray tell how are those bright young sons of y8ussked
Sir Thomas who had it mind to arrange a marriageden
the elder son and his daughter Lydia. “George aesntly
returned from Oxford and is taking the businesmpfrents in
hand quite nicely it relieves me to have some tipen my
hands to be at leisure,” replied Mr Parker. “Indadatight
young man” said Sir Thomas as the object of theseodrse
weaved his way down the line of dancers his hamalfion
that of Lydia. “And what of Peter?” Asked Sir Thosri&@eter
is bound for the service this coming fortnight Magtireplied
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Mr Parker; | have managed to buy him a commisgiathé 52
foot. “Indeed a strange choose replied Sir Thoragsng an
eyebrow. It was | am afraid the best that can leagpresent,
he is no horseman unfortunately | would have litedet him
a commission in the guards but he refused to higar o
preferring to be among the men as he put it” caihMr
Parker.

Just then Lady Ann returned to her seat she haul degcing
with your Lord Kilgrew “Dear husband remind me late
impart to you a certain knowledge that has of rebean
rewarded me” she said “Indeed it must be of sommance
that you would not speak before our dear and odahdr Mr.
Parker”. “No sir it is some what of a private natand is fit
only for the ear of a husband “she replied sharjlgt then
Mrs. Parker joined there company having spentdkerbund
on the arm of an officer of the rifles. “Hot workitomost
invigorating said” she

The music begun again and the two couples sat natthe
young people of there respective houses dance alaree
which had recently been introduced to the courdmesthing
called a waltz. | perceive that this new fad ofack does not
hold much in it “said Lady Ann with a frown on Hetoad
face for she was watching with some manner of diaspire
the figure of her daughter Lydia and young Peteké&awho
to her mind seemed a little to closely embraceekich others
arms.

“Ann let them be we were once young don’t you réc8hid
Sir Thomas

Later that night Sir Thomas before retiring for thight spent
a few moment s writing in his great day journais thad long
been his practice for he was a fastidious man whwaldvnot
allow a day to pass lest he make a few pre-funatipnotes
on the events of the day.

Of late, the mood of his eldest son had been soraeefta
concern to him as Tom was showing more and mores
becoming more caught up in a world of his own wiitle
sense of the realities of life. Sir Thomas con&ddruying
him a commission in the Kings own regiment of gsafiat
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surely the life of a guards captain would be onétvivould
fully occupy the full four and twenty hours of tday. Thus
leaving little time for Tom to occupy himself witbss fruitful
pursuits. Further, more Thomas with the right fragrcould
rise in the world and the thought of this deligh&dThomas.
As sir, Thomas said his prayers and snuffed outdmelle the
thought of his son in a uniform of the guards mhaiddot
content and he was at peace with the world.

In the distance an owl hooted but by the time thend was
recognized by the sleepy Sir Thomas he was begirnislip
into the arms of Morphus



CHAPTERTHREE
There comes a certain time in a young gentlemée’svhen
he begins to contemplate marriage. Thomas Steddyoken
early and had spent almost an hour in front ofntireor
dressing; while he dressed, he had been conte s
very subject “For he reasoned that as a membéreof t
aristocracy he should play his part in the furtheesof his
family’s good name. Thus, he had concluded thatteaild
find himself a wife. However as he contemplated tieé began
to find that his options were some what limited Heen a
man with an abundance of bravery for he very mheh t
romantic could write about men dieing on battlédfe
However, he felt no compunction to do this himsk. had
dismissed out of hand the idea that he might hiseugh the
services in any military fashion. The church henfulid not
offer to him the sort of life, which he expectedtias elder son
of a large and noble family. Thus Thomas beganedditate
on the matter of finding a woman of noble birth whalue
season would bring forth heirs and in the meanwieldis
companion and soul mate. For Thomas reasonedriidhdy
of a noble house should be of fair dispersion anckta
fortune or at the very least be of independent me@n
course, a dowry would be most welcome.

For to his way of thinking Thomas wanted a youngnaa
who would be his fair Juliet to his Romeo and whauid not
find it unpleasant to accompany him to the continkaly
would be a good place to start for Thomas had heflate
that Lord Byron had spent some time in Italy anahi that
Rome had been a city worth visiting.

He furthermore bethought that Rome would be a goatl
respectable place to begin his own serious writingemantic
poetry. for he had already put down in his notekiibe
beginning s of a poem which showed promise of whiethad
not yet begun to read to the family lest they mbick for his
romantic notions for until now most of his writilgd been
half in Jest and half serious.

Now as he tied the final knot of his cravat he lvetgawonder
what his Mamma, would have to say if she knew sfithea of
finding a wife. Of course, like any good and nolalgy she
would be overjoyed that he had finally begun tongrg. For
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as she put it for Lady Ann had for quite some theeated her
first born son to do exactly that.

Of his father, he was more then a little concerthed the old
gentleman might take offence and buy him a comuissi
the guards or some other frightful regiment. THUwmmas
reasoned that before the morning was out to hdee avord
in the privacy of the drawing room with his Mammoa t
forestall any plan that his Papa might have in nigrdsending
him to the war front.

It was a little after 11 o’clock that the chaneene for Lady
Ann was arranging flowers in a verse when Thomaseca
upon her “

“Mamma | would like your opinion upon a matter bét
heart” he said “Oh Tom what is it now another vehsg you
cannot find an ending to?” she enquired with a @ailook
upon her face. for the dear woman was used todhag/man
asking advice in fact many of his verses had sha\ittle of
her talent not that the good lady would ever haaeenit
known for she kept a diary in which she wrote mantd
which she never showed to any one least of alhbsband.
Whom she considered would take affront at somesofhtore
forward thinking writing. For on occasion, the hees of her
short stories would be swept of there feet by yokmights
while the young ladies in her stories would invialyebe that
class of woman who had a heaving bosom, which grew,
flashed as her cheeks when confronted by the Heteo
story.

“No Mamma, | have decided that it is time thatkea wife
and | need your help deciding on who the fortuyateng
woman will be” he said “ “Oh Tom you must not jestwith
me for a moment | thought that you might just beosss” said
Lady Ann.

“Indeed Mamma | am most serious otherwise | wowtl n
have sort you out to ask for your assistance” eeptihe young
man now blushing and loosening the necktie frormbisk as
his anxiety grew.

“Tom this is wonderful news” said Lady Ann risingin her
place at the table and coming over to take himhieyniand
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“pray tell who the young lady shall be? She inggiiog him. “I
have not yet set my mind upon any particular lagiyhe
thought only occurred to me this very morning, saed.

“I see,” said Lady Ann as she once more took a aethie
table and took up her pen “I shall have to writa toumber of
our relatives and hear which of there daughterofire
marriageable age” she said. “Mamma please do ayd ma
make so bold as to ask only those of a clear digpefurther
more they should have a large dowry” the young sad.
“Very well Tom leave me to think” she said it wied her to
find that the whole matter on which her first beon had sort
her out was not really a matter of the heart butenaomatter
of economics. For it was true that most peopleeindbass
married with a fortune in mind she was more indine the
romantic nature of the event. She would howevetyalpgr
mind and considerable though to the matter at hand.
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CHAPTER FOUR
Lady Ann sat for a few moments gathering her thésigking
from her seat she took the manuscript upon whiehhstd
been working and locked it away. Taking up writpaper,
she returned to her seat. Taking up her quill...

The content of the missive was one upon which sbk & few
more moments to contemplate before she began writin

The letter she was about to write was to a distansin Lady
Sarah Fitz-Gibbon who’s husband a peer of the raesjtad
Lord Fitz-Gibbon held estates in the north of Endla

The ancestral home been near York Lord Fitz-Giblvas of
an ancient and honorable lineage having an ancesimhad
served well in the parliament of King Henry in tivae of the
reformation.

For his pains and troubles, the gentleman had weén
rewarded with lands, which had formally belonged to
Benedictine house.

My dear Sarah,

I hope that you are well and in good health sheabeg
thereafter, she continued in this vain discusdimghealth of
various members of her family the weather and dteal
incidents, which she considered her cousin LadglS&itz-
Gibbon, might find of interest

Coming to the point of her missive, she enquiredrahe
well-being of Lady Sarah’s daughter Arabella whe bad
last seen some three years earlier at her comihg ou

“You must bring Arabella to visit us at Oakland Paam
sure the children would love to have there cousir hSir
Thomas is away in London at present and is nota@gpeback
for a few more weeks, thus it would be a grand siccta
should you and Arabella be here when he returned.

Young Tom has been asking particularly about Adabels
you will recall they were very close when last thigted.
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So pray dear Lady Sarah do come and visit us at you
convince she wrote these words thereafter shedkbse
missive with the usual graces.

Sealing the letter she had but to wait for the tiexé that
there arose an occasion to visit the village arubti the
letter. However, after a few moments of contemplathe
called for a servant who took the letter directlyihe Bell the
inn in the village from whence the coach would depathree
O’clock in the afternoon

At midday, the family found themselves round thada
partaking in that meal of the day, which brings mubought
for contemplation in the later hours of the aftenmdor there
was a quantity of food, which made the table groan.

Lady Ann having said grace watched as her famiscdreded
on the unsuspecting food hot steaming plates ofanupork,
and beef graced the table.

The gravy tray been passed around as each memipén dnd
began to eat. The sons of there neighbor Mr Pavkes
present having spent part of the previous day hedight at
Oakland’s.

George Now seated next to Lady Ann’s dearest daught
Lydia seemed very much taken by her and it was avith
fervent expectation that the two young people wauldue
course be betrothed.

The thought gave Lady Ann a sense of contentméhttine
world for the Parkers though not of the aristocrhag to there
credit.

The fact that they were one of the wealthiest femiin
England owing to some wise investment s of Mr Paske
father. Who had first made his fortune as a merchemy
year previously. To Lady Ann’s way of thinking iowd not
be long before the Parkers would rise to the pecfagMr
Parker had been busy in government for some simad| his
ideas of reform gained from the study of Wilbertotad lead
him to the conclusion that much could be gainethfreform
in government.
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Lady Ann ever forward thinking had not consideréthés
time the implications for people of a certain claato which
she herself belonged of radical reform. Of couske, knew
that radical reform carried to far could be dangsrone had
but to look a short distance across the chanredéahe result
of this dangerous action.

Of course, things had a way of righting themsebhes
reasoned for had not Bonny made himself the empdror
France once the initial troubles had been settled.

In the mean time, Thursday week would be the nss¢mbly
and there would as was the custom of the ladi¢iseofiouse
be much preparing for this even. | hope that by thi
Thomas would have sent word as to when he was to be
expected back from London.

“I have written to Lady Fitz-Gibbon asking her tisitywith us
and to bring her daughter Lady Arabella for a feeeks” said
Lady Ann. “Oh Mamma that is a nice thing | can tard
remember when last they spent time here,” said MAfyo
was the only daughter of the house to show anyimésest in
her relatives. For the young lady had collectedekinf
relatives from the earliest times of the familyigstence in
that part of the county.

After the midday meal the daughters of the houskthare
guests found occasion to spend some time in thaegafor it
was there custom to spend lazy afternoon’s nedakee
watching the water fowl. Thomas retired to his &athstudy to
do some writing while John descended once moréen t
garden to take up a spade and rake for this stimediouse of
Sterley loved gardening more then any thing invtoeld.
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CHAPTER FIVE
The sound of a busy London street drifted upwartthécears
of the men sitting in the study Of the Earl of Wéded Lord
Lieutenant of the tower of London and Gentlemathefprivy
seal. For a moment before he began to speak Sma#o
listened to the sounds of horse and carriage pabsithe
house in Grosvenor Square

Sir Thomas had recently arrived in town and had asmtter
of urgency requested an interview with the Earhanatter of
mutual business.

“I am lead to understand that there might be thesibdity of
certain commons in the Royal dragoons,” said Sorias.

“Indeed there are a certain number available tahyor
members of a certain good families for a not in@erable
consideration,” replied the earl of Waterford.

“I would be most interested my lord to know whatisa
commission would cost say a lieutenancy or a capydi said
Sir Thomas

“I am not exactly sure Sir Thomas but | would bé&edb find
out from the commander of the dragoons he owes cegtain
service.” Said the earl “May | enquire for whom ymguire
the post? He continued. “

“My boy Tom is of a moody nature who spends to miticte
writing poetry and prose | have half a mind to loy la
commission and give him a chance to get out inbid
don’t you know” said Sir Thomas as he raised aeandf
Brandy to his lip’s

“Ah | have just the right command for a young lda Ithat,”
said the earl. Give me a few days to arrangeat, het Sir
Thomas your troubles are at an end for a certaisideration.
Of course | am sure | we will be able to make aldé to
your young man a command which is ideally suitetiso
nature and complement” he continued.

“I see that Sir Grenville has been mentioned inl&hest
dispatches,” said Sir Thomas by way of referendbécearl’s

14



second son who had been leading quite a charneedrider
Lord Wellesley. “Ah yes Grenville he is a wonderfidy
going into the army was the best thing | could éhare
arranged for him of course, he fought and screaagadhst it
he wanted to go into the theater of all things. Wheember
if the nobility in the theater have you ever heafduch an
idea” said the earl “I blame his mother of courkeags
encouraging him to act

“I fear that it was seeing his uncle of Shadbenrthie
company of the prince regent that put such a natidns
head. As you know John Shadberry has always folicive
fashion of Prinny and as a result this has rublesho
Grenville but | knew the army would make a maniofh
ended the earl.

“It says here that he performed with the utmosvérawhen
leading a contingent of the rifles whilst with diag from an
open position,” said Sir Thomas

“Indeed the lad seems to have found his placedrsémvice,”
replied the Earl. Who held a glass before his rdtrge red
nose savoring the flavor of the illicit cognac nette seized by
a very alert captain on a revenue cutter in theebbon dark
evening.

“Pray Sir Thomas | am confounded sir that you womaht
your lad in the Army for | believe that you areaval man
yourself?” said the Earl

“Indeed my lord is correct | fought at Cape St \éntthe first
battle of course, yes | meditated upon the Navyrfgrson.
However since Nelson was killed there has not lmeech of a
chance of honors at sea. With most of the war effoing on
land” replied Sir Thomas.

“Exactly sir you are correct in that assumptiontfue glory
now days is not at sea but on the many fronts erctimtinent
don’t you know said the earl as he swallowed thgnec

“My service to the crown during my tears at sea &sight
me one thing that some men will never make goddrsgpoor
Thomas cannot even get out on the lake with oubingey
green about the gills. Thus | am forced to turneomore
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landward,” said Sir Thomas with a sigh as the ttnbwadg his
son becoming a great navel captain disappearedHi®m
mind.

“Indeed sir Thomas you have my sympathy but we higve
to consider this matter latter tonight | have #@elitelebration
of my own. | would like you to attend as my guestry
daughter Virginia is to marry captain Sir Benjariiitling
and they are to announce there betrothal tonightould be
my pleasure sir if you would attend,” said the Eéx course
straight afterward | am sending her back to Watdrfor the
season is to hot here for her,” the earl. “Quitéttimg that a
young lady should be in London quite un-chaperormd
might be surprised to know that the countess idorat of
traveling and has not left Waterford these twerdsrg,” he
continued

“My Lord is to kind | await this occasion with mugteasure
pray my lord at what time will the event begin?aired Sir
Thomas “ “We shall dine at nine” replied the earhe
showed Sir Thomas to the door.

Outside the great house of the Earl Sir Thomagpstpo
consider what he had achieved. For by mere accitlbatl
come about that his grace the earl had known sdiite o
history of his service to the crown. This had hdlpan in his
efforts to secure a commission for young Tom. énsed
however, to Sir Thomas there must be some thingsawith
her ladyship of Waterford for he could not imagarey one
not traveling for such an extended period as thiehaa
mentioned.

Lady Ann would be pleased with what he had mandged
planed to write to her as soon as he arrived adiel where
he was staying. London had under gone much change kis
last visit he was beginning to think that he wolalse his way
some day while out walking. Like the country squieewas
he set out with his walking stick in hand to waik tmile to
the hotel taking in as he went all the new hotisaswere
been built, they said that it was due to the wisifake prince
regent that this was been done.
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CHAPTER SIX

“Isn’t our Tom a fine strong man?” asked Lady Anmlare
say he is said Lady Sarah as she eyed the youngnman
question who had shortly before taken up a poshesides
her daughter. “I do so hope Sir Thomas well be heame
time soon’ said Lady Ann as she picked at the pigce
embroidery upon which she had already expended quit
number of hours.

“lll warrant that he is quite caught up in someymess in
town and has little thought for us,” she continu&bme Ann
| am sure that you know your good husband far béttn
that,” said Lady Sarah as she closed the book wdtiehwvas
reading
“Lydia dear will you ring the bell for some tea ate” said
Lady Ann as she took up the fan and begun to waafeaut
“these autumn days are so hot one wonders if wiehanle
much of a winter at all” she said.

“Mary bring your work here let me have a look athyou
are doing” said Lady Ann. “Oh Mamma it is alrighttave
been very careful to keep with in the lines’ regli&ary as
she rose from the chair upon which she was sitinmging
with her the material upon which she had spent robtte
morning.

“I think we should have a ball soon yes we shalaidn
wonderful ball it will be, Lydia dear play some neissaid

Lady Ann “Yes Mamma replied the young lady in qi@sas
she crossed to the Harpsichord and begun to play.
“John, JOHN” shouted Lady Ann to attract her saitgntion
which was been occupied by copy of the latest atjtiral
gazette.

“Sorry Mamma this is so fascinating what is it weant
dearest Mamma said the young man as he came t stan
besides his mother.

““Your fiddle boy fetch your fiddle accompany yosister”
she said “Hurry boy” she said “Oh tom do stop hawe quite
captured the attention of Arabella give Mary a aeato take a
turn about the room with her dear cousin “ saidyLAdn
Obediently Mary crossed the room and took up the @rher
cousin and began walking about the room admirieg th
paintings of Mr Russell.

“I am so glad you came to stay with us dear colifgns so
provincial here that any distraction is a new adwesi said
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Mary “I love been here it is so restful. at homecotirse papa
is always busy and of course the troubles at tmesihave
been causing poor dear sweet papa so many lates’higtid
Arabella “I hope that Papa will be able to joinas®n” she
continued

“Mamma here is the post coach come to the door avitter
from Papa,” cried Sophia who had just come in withletter.
“Come child let me see what your Papa has writeznd Lady
Ann taking the letter and breaking the seal.

“Dear Wife,

| am glad to report that business is well in hdrshould be
able to return home the week after next as | haems lwvaiting
upon the Earl of Waterford who has some influemcéne
service.

Pray do not be alarmed | do not intend to leavetgdight |
do however have some news to impart to you in cetgaour
son Thomas who has been much on my mind of late.

| had occasion to attend a grand ball the othdrtragthe
town house in Lester squire at the home of hisegthe Earl
of Waterford. There | met many men of influence aoge to
give you a happy report shortly.

Also present was the Prince Regent who was kindgmto
speak with me for a moment what a splendid prireeststout
and strong truly a good dresser and a wonderfubpatf the
arts.

| also learned from his gracious lady that thenegtider
Virginia is to have her coming out next seasomatsame
time as our Sophia pray kiss the children for me

Your husband

Thomas Sterley

“What a delightful bit of news” said lady Ann shale have
some more tea my dear Sarah she said as shedréfityy
Sarah’s cup. “Indeed it seems that we will be aliome few
more weeks left to our own devices,” said Lady Bara

“I think that we will have that ball Tuesday weegHall begin
at once there is so much to be done, Lydia and Mauywill
have to help. Tom go to the village and see if gan find Mr
Smith and ask him if he will arrange the villagaysrs for
Tuesday week if he is agreeable should he thinkrotise
pray inform him that it is my wish and | will noelgain said
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in this matter. Hurry now Tom take one of the heraed be
quick,” said Lady Ann

“My dear Ann you should take a moment to breathd $ady
Sarah “Arabella and | are here we to shall helpthedall

will be a wonderful thing. pray consider your hbadnd take a
moment for yourself” the good lay continued for $iael
hosted many ball sand knew that these things shutlde
rushed at but taken at a leisurely trot

Mean while let us rejoin Sir Thomas in London

“May | say this is a splendid bottle of port yoardship,” said
Sir Thomas “Ah Sir Thomas your flattery of my cellaings
me much pleasure” said the Earl of Waterford whes tuasy
poring himself another glass of the aforementioped.

Pray do tell me my lord what news of the mattexdrich |
first approached you?” enquired Sir Thomas “Indewdters
progress well | have spoken to the master of theséloold
cavalry and | do indeed have some news which g gou
pleasure” said the Earl

“A captaincy can be gained for the sum of sevenishad
pounds paid in advance of course,” he continuei. TBomas
considered this particular but of information wiffeat unease
for seven thousand pounds was not a matter tafleel twith
and he would need to speak to his steward to seelf funds
were indeed available. For he knew that the anratain on
rents for the lands adjoining Oakland Park browagtdturn of
5 thousand pounds. In fact, Sir Thomas never knaw huch
money he had in his accounts and the great chéss in
bedchamber at Oakland. However, he felt certaihithmee
worked sparingly he would find that he did indeaddn
enough money to by the captaincy and have enougbeo
Oakland Park's upkeep threw to the next term dkren

“Rumor has it that the prince regent is planningaarew
round of building” said Sir Thomas “Ah yes | beleskie has
some plans for a few rows of mews houses for wiartfilies”
replied the Earl.

“Tell me Sir Thomas have you ever visited Ireland@ked
the Earl “my lord unfortunately | have never visitihe Irish
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counties however | was once in Dublin when our shipped
for repairs” he replied.

“A strange and moody race full of rebellion theskril will be
leaving next week for the Irish counties on mattdr€rown
and country business.” Replied the Earl moodily tfe earl
liked London in all the world best the fact thathszel to on
occasion visit his lands in Ireland distressed hexwould
have gladly given it up had it not brought to himaest amount
of money

“I am lead to understand my lord that Ireland is ofithe
greenest countries in the world. Of the peopletimoach,
although the few that served under me at ST Vinaemne the
best fighting men in the world bar the Scots whatbe
everybody else without trouble.

The hunting is good | have occasion to hunt on stgites
quite often and have always found the grouse teobee of
the best, Poachers however are a problem | hadiocct
hang a few last time | was there. Always the saafertse
have to feed the family no money and so forthyllsang
them and be dammed rouges and scoundrels” the earl
continued

“You have my sympathy we have some poachers bugrnev
any thing that warrant’s hanging. At Oakland Pav&,have
some deer that is always a pleasure | have yéatdoaf
poacher who is bold enough to take a deer from @akPark.
The keepers are very strict and seldom do | hagasion to
punish any one. Usually if they are caught, itme=l game
and | usually let them of with a warning. They ¢&ep the
game Oakland Park is well stocked and one wouldiketo
set a precinct for taking bigger game” said Sir ffias
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CHAPTER SEVEN

“What a wit the anonymous young lady is who wrdtis t
book is its title is Emma,” said Lydia laying asitie book
which she had been reading “Indeed” said Lady Aith &
fained interest. “Pray tell dear what has the yolady to say
in her latest literary offering,” asked Lady Safd@he young
lady has captured exactly life in the countiespliesd Lydia.

“I have often found some amusement in the writiogsirs.
Burney you will of course remember her earlier vedriaid
Lady Ann. “Of course the young lady who ever sherites
in a style some what akin to that of Mrs. Burneglied Lady
Ann.

“I have often wondered at women who have takerhegpen
so to say it is not quite the thing for a youngyléal do,” said
Mary who was conscious of the social standing efganteel
nobility.

“Oh Mary you do say the strangest things | wonélé&re
young lady is at all a young lady she is no dohletmust be
quite forty if a day” replied her mother.

“When | am older | will write said Sophia who wastmuite
fifteen. “I think | will write of far away placesf strange
people, of the Lords and ladies of foreign pattst jhe think
to keep ones interest,” she concluded

“You most certainly shall not my dear you will bgaod
wife, mother and keep your home in order when yreu a
married to a fine gentleman of the county repliedy. Sarah.

“Dear Aunt Sarah we are living at a time when thiage so
much changed one wonders what people ever diddjefaid
Sophia

“Stuff of nonsense said Lady Sarah it is a womaiese to
keep a good home it is quite one thing to be asspirwith no
prospects living on your wits and the patronagetbérs and
quite another thing to be a respectable membéreof t
aristocracy” said Lady Sarah.
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“Take dear Arabella she knows her place | haveunstd her
in all the things she needs to know about the Hmlde She
knows how to order the meals from the cook and vidhdb in
the event of any occasion. She my dear will mageaad lady
| an quite sure that it wont be long before thengbucks will
be beating a path to the proverbial door for hexdha
marriage” Lady Sarah concluded.

“Really Ann | am surprised at you r daughters | {gdave
expected them to be most content to be economictivire
flights of fancy,” said Lady Sarah.

“Sarah you need not worry on account of my girksythre

like flowers in a garden they are a little wild Lst confess
but with a bit of trimming the should do splendidtgplied
Lady Ann

Just then, John entered the drawing room “Mammanivia a
letter from papa” he said as he crossed the roahhanded
the letter to Lady Ann.

“More new from London | do so hope he is comingrsbshe
said as she broke the seal of the letter. For axfements she
remand silent as she read the letter. Then swajiadhand
the letter to Lydia who had come to stand besidesiother.

‘Dear Ann,

| had the good fortune to dine in the company efgihince
regent last evening at Windsor. It is indeed argfitehouse if
somewhat in the fashion of the last season.

His highness Prince George, | must tell you hasvgrquite
plump of late. | also had occasion to speak withlongt the
Earl of Wellington who tells me that the war eff@rgoing
quite splendidly he is a wonderful man who knowsrgv
tactic that old Bonny has will come to naught

I have some thing to impart you of great significamy lord
the earl of Waterford has invited me to his cowsegt for
some game hunting for a few weeks | will be leawing
Monday next.
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My Lord the Earls sons will be at home and so hisl
daughter Lady Virginia who will be coming out neseason.
She is somewhat of the same age as our Mary

To this end, | want you to send Thomas, John andy éa
town on the next available coach, as | want thesotoe with
me | have spoken to his Lordship and he is quiteeaple to
this end.

Your Loving husband

Thomas

“I wonder at Sir Thomas what does he think of & tie stays
so long away and the matter of the business whaeclhdnt to
London must be concluded quite some time ago,” Isadty
Ann

‘Lydia ring the bell for some tea dear,” said La&iyrah as she
took the hand of Lady Ann” dearest cousin | spoieshly
earlier. Pray for give me your daughters are ggptendid
creatures it is the hotness of the weather thaemaag reply so
sharply... Pray be content that Sir Thomas is deireyy thing
in his power to forward the interests of the familyese
things take time the right connections have to bdemand
nurtured.

‘It is indeed a wonderful occasion that Lady Vingimand
Mary will meet and get to know each other only goad
come of such a connection his Lordship is of coorse of the
most significant magnets in Ireland today” said y &hn
drying her tears at the occasion of missing heband.

“Here is the tea,” said Sophia as the butler plabedray on
the table closing with the table Sophia beganitdtst tea
began pouring tea. For her Mamma as she knew & i
entire house that her Mamma preferred strong darkuith a
tough of milk and a little sugar

“Mamma there is a hack approaching the house séid \iho
was standing at the window “Who can it be | amejuit
distraught and have no desire for new company right”
said Lady Ann.
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“I believe it to be Mr and Mrs. Holder” said JohNdw that is
welcome | have not spoken to Mrs. Holder in quitelevand
she has the most delightful recipe for sweetmesgiaf Lady
Ann. brightening at the news of the arrival of bt friend
from the village.

“Tom you will please take an interest in what Mrléter tells
you and be as civil as you can you know how diszasée that
man can be” said Lady Ann “Yes Mamma | think | tig
show him the gun room he has always shown an sttaréhe
gun’s said Tom.

The couple of middle years entered the withdrawomm
after been announced curtsies, bows were exchaagddhe
company fell to talking of the resent events invlkage and
more broadly in the county.

Mr Holder who's family was of ancient and nobleslire had
very much come down in the world because of unfate
events in the previous reign. Thus for Mr Holdewids quite
easy to hold a grudge having to look on as othenem
industrious in there efforts made a name and aptathe
world.

“Mr Holder would you accompany me to the gun roohave
some thing to show you” said Tom. “Indeed young Ttbat
would be my pleasure said the man placing his embyon
the tray following the younger man out of the room.

“Pray tell me Elizabeth what new recipe have yosttare
with us Lydia pray write down what Mrs. Holder sagaid
Lady Ann “I have a recipe for Pork lion chops dam¢he
Catalina style” replied Elizabeth Holder.

“Indeed pray tell how did you by this recipe?” adkeady
Sarah | have a cousin who served under my Lordtéreof
Wellington. Who whilst in Spain took an interestwhat was
going in to the cooking pot” Replied Elizabeth Haldvith a
laugh.” Never much of a fighting man our cousin Gedut
quite a cook he of course service the earl asdrisomal cook
said Elizabeth Holder
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“Well what a splendid gun this is said William Heldas he
handled the weapon which had last seen servideingign of
Charles | of blessed memory a flintlock pistol wiitte
engraving. “My father has always held that thigtipatar
weapon was used by one of our more illustrious stocg Sir
James Sterley who was on the side of the Kingd $hiomas.

“here is fathers sword the one he used while ivicerat ST
Vincent he has quite retired the old thing it takgdace of
honor here in the gun room. May | offer you a glasport?”
asked Thomas as he picked up the decanter

“That would be most welcome said William Holder wihas
eyeing the ancient weapon with envious eyes wongdrow
long the money from the sale of the weapon woukhkeim
in the necessities of life.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

Castel WATERFORD the home of the Williarfi Barl
Waterford was an old building which had been dogméntthe
previous reign. Thus it possessed all of the modenvinces.
Very much against the wishes of the previous #aglnew
water closet had been installed in a number of drhe
original castle had been built many centuries eadnd had
come into the possession of the Earl's family ia thign of
queen Elizabeth of blessed memory having spensia va
fortune the ¥ earl had made the stately home as comfortable
as possible for its inhabitants. So much so thatthrent Earl
of not forced on occasion to leave it would havergghe
entire year here hunting and fishing. For the gpeak
presented enough deer great birds and other rietigame
to keep the earl happy. Content for a very longtohthe
fishing His Lordship had led Sir Thomas to underdtthat
nowhere else would one find Salmon and trout ohsuc
multitudes that would make a man gasp to see s ianaoh of
such great size.

It was to this retreat that Sir Thomas found hirhisethe
company of his lordship now preceded. His childiiezm,
John Mary and Sophia had recently joined Sir Thoima
London taking passage on a yacht that the Earbhads
disposal for official duties they set sail from ldmm for
Ireland on a brisk Autumn day in 1813.

“T’is indeed wonderful to be once more at sea” €
Thomas who stood beside his father upon the pok. dec
fancy papa that you enjoy sailing far better theo I'replied
Tom whose knuckles showed white from clasping entaft
rail. “Tom a man if he is to make his way in lifaugt endure
all types of displeasures and temperaments if ke gsin his
fortune and a name for himself. My son mark well words
for one day you will realize that they are mosthyably the
most valuable thing | will have ever given you d&iir
Thomas. “Indeed Sir you have always given me gahvica
and | count it as advice worth keeping” said TorapR do
come and see there are some great ships cominghave
horizon | wonder if the Victory is among them saahn who
was standing on the other side of the deck surgetyia ocean
to the south.
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“Splendid | see there are a number of ships of.the” said
Sir Thomas who had lifted a glass to his eye. “hdbsee the
Victory amount them but there is the Xenophon $eefly’s
the flag of Sir Howe Parker Admiral of the red,i&&ir
Thomas. “Now when | was a young man not much ctiden
you John | was serving aboard ship of the linedligmnone
quite as splendid as ship of the line. However sihtonfess
that life aboard a frigate is much more to my likiior the
ship is close and one gets to know ones men intimasaid
Sir Thomas.

Virginia Lady Waterford put aside the brush andgighe
canvas before her portrayed the scéne of the skaliffs,
which extended from Castel Waterford. Brushing esicdtray
hair, which had fallen across her face once magab to
concentrate on the canvas

Virginia had a fair complexion like most of her astors she
took great pride in her complexion the great caeeteok with
her hands was noticeable by there softness hes svgk
peaches complexion betrayed years of care. Sheetas
person who had ever had to work hard a day inifeefor
when she required something she had but to asgdverness.
Who would in due season produce the required item.

It pleased her to know that shortly her father wioathce more
be at home; for she loved her dear papa immenselyuwse,
her mother seldom left the castle and really tredv@hore then
a day’s journey from the great house. For her laiglykad a
fear of been caught away from home in a wild antdeous
country... These fears could be traced back tmeident in
her ladyship’s youth when traveling in Europe shd heen
caught in a great thunderstorm, which had resittedpresent
fear of nature.

Her ladyship was of that race of people who hadecomer
two centuries earlier from Scotland having beetiegkfor
generations her family had weathered the variotsries of
the land of Ireland. Thus, she was always suspsciduner
compatriots of low birth fearing that they wisheddb her an
injury or a mischief.
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Of course the fact that her husband had a propeiosit
hanging quite a number of the Irish. Neverthelbasly
Virginia was content to spend her days in roamhegdliffs
and downs with her governess, enjoying the wildsatfire of
which her mother was so much afraid. It was rentaekthat
an individual who loved nature and love for the djod the
people in the village such as lady Virginia was tardo.
Could have sprung from the loins if the unlikelyupte that
were her parents.

For in the company of Lady Virginia the people ofinty
Waterford tended to be themselves allowing heraio g
closer look at the way they really lived. Whilstevhhis
Lordship was present they would show the greatsgtact, a
respect born out of fear for it was well known that lordship
the earl was quick to anger and one could if ntrieaxely
careful find oneself on the gallows or bound far tdonvict
isle.

“Lady Virginia took up the brush and pellet oncermand
began to paint “Pray mistress Borden how long dothink it
might be before papa will be her?” she asked lagigin

“My lady | have no way of knowing as you know itshibeen
some days now since the last letter from his Ldapistaid the
governess. “Papa says he is bringing some guasi$&mas
Sterley and some of his children | do hope theeesame
young ladies in the party” said Virginia.

“I am sure there might be some young ladies irpgmy,”
replied the governess “Indeed that would be suglea@sure to
have some new company here. some one who hasdeen t
London, | was so long last in London that | havéequ
forgotten how it was, mayhap the young ladies efgihrty
will have some new dresses and news of the ladshidns in
the capital” replied Virginia
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CHAPTER NINE
Sir Thomas had occasion to rise early on the mgroartoons
arrival at after his arrival at Waterford Castélwhs not His
intention to two Disturb his lordship the Earl irdihis
lordship was not Home to be disturbed. Upon risiing
Thomas was informed of his lordships departuré¥Naterford
Town.

Sir Thomas was surprised to find with his breakfest a note
from his Lordship,

“Dear Sir Thomas | have been called away to Watdrfown.
I have therefore decided to leave you in the caphhhds of
Colin Murphy my senior Grounds man.

Please avail yourself of the services of the maguiestion, as
he is knowledgeable on all facts related to thdystf
ornithology in this part of Ireland. The Avery isyour
disposal if you should wish to study the avian spiin close
proximity. However | fear that this might not besad to your
pursuit of studying the spices in there naturataurdings. |
should warn you that it is advisable to keep adhan
swordstick or a strong club when going about onet$tates as
of late, there has been some discontent in thetgan there
might be those of the republican persuasion irdtsict.
However, fear not my dear sir Thomas the libeniesy
home are at your disposal

Sincerely

William Waterford

“Indeed a most happy communication thought Sir Tas s
he cracked open a boiled egg. Sir Thomas had ladgtfin
mind to see the birds of another country as how the
concurred or differed from the ornithology of hisnhe
county. It would act as an annexure to his ownsotethe
Ornithology of greater Southern England.

At 9 o’clock the grounds man Colin Murphy made his
appearance at the great hall where Sir Thomasmid®i
company of Lady Waterford, and her daughter. “Siofhas |
would warn you not to go to far from the house hgwiot
been in this country long. You might find that thepulation
has a disposition to be insolent,” said Lady W aietf
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‘Fear not my dear Lady Waterford | have taken adgclab
with me as suggested by his lordship. | foreseproblems in
this regard, having been a navel man | believeoukhbe able
to handle any thing that we may chance upon.” Said
Thomas as he put on his hat and left with Colin iyt

There first port of call was the grand Avery, whitdd been
established by the previous Earl of Waterford whd h great
love of nature. Indeed the previous Earl had begreat
friend of Sir Joseph Banks who had seen Captairk @acdis
way to parts foreign.

The diligence of his lordships man Colin Murphy vedigreat
help to Sir Thomas for the man could imitate thiéssaaf many
of the various birds in the aver. These birds caunen he
called and would settle close by while he feed tibésof
bread and seed. Sir Thomas settled in the meartdime
sketching these birds as they ate taking greatestén every
little detail of the birds dress and nature of agstd

“Pray Mr Murphy are you native to these parts?’easir
Thomas “Aye | am Waterford born and bread” repl@mlin
“have you had occasion to travel at all in parteifgn?” asked
the nobleman “Aye Sir | served with Sir John Moaté.a
Corenue there we buried him” replied the Irishman.

“Ah yes Sir John a noble leader brave and stowvatufr” said
Sir Thomas, “That he was Sir indeed he truly knew ho
lead men” replied the Irishman. “I fear that weyosée his
kind once or twice a generation,” said Sir Thomage"' Sir |
believe that Lord Nelson was one of those fortufatewho
could lead men and did not flinch in the face dtlb&asaid
Colin Murphy

“His Lordship the marquis of Wellington | believeanother
cut from the same cloth” said Sir Thomas. “| bedi¢kat if it
was not for great men like them just mentionedeigland
might already be in Old Bonny’s icy grip,” said @ol

““Ah what an England that would be?” said Sir Thaithere

would be republicans all over the House of Lords arany
heads would roll he continued.
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“That would be a very sorry day indeed | would irimeeg
replied Colin “You seem like a knowledgeable man Mr
Murphy pray tell have you any education?” askedT@ipmas.
“Indeed Sir | have the best education that anyinan of my
rank could have, | was schooled at the hedge rtndds by
priests who did there task at great peril to thiéeeand limb”
replied Colin Murphy.

“Indeed those in power in England are loathed Ve gieland
a measure of independence” replied Sir Thomas ‘i is
a sad fact of life that many in Ireland today ferey will
never know any other rule but that of old Englarefilied
Colin.

“Tell me Mr Murphy are you of the Catholic faithasked Sir
Thomas “No Sir | must confess that it has beenrabar of
generations since my family has foresworn the faftRome”
replied Colin

“I fear that those of the Church of Rome in Irelavi have a
hard time of getting the franchise here,” saidT®iomas. “I
believe it will be a very long time before old leds troubles
are at an end” replied Colin Murphy “How is it thatu came
to be discharged from the kings service” asked'Bomas.
“Well it was bound to happen | was of theé'5f@ot fighting
hard at the retreat in Portugal when a mortar fwark of me
hand from me” said Colin. Sir Thomas noticed thattaed for
the first time that Colin was missing several fingen one
hand the fact had been obscured from him by thetfia¢
Colin had been wearing a half glove which coveredstumps
of three fingers.

“Most interesting we must have more speech latéeright
now | would like to see what his Lordships estéueisls in
regard to wild birds can you show me?” asked Swriias
“Please step this way sir” said Colin as he leadrf8omas off
to the edge of the woods

Lady Virginia and Sophia were taking a turn rouhne t
gardens “l am so glad you came it has been vethyodlidte
and | was hoping that Papa might send for me toectom
London,” said Virginia.
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“London is over rated in my opinion said Sophiacgih have
come out it has been rounds of balls and visitssanchany of
the people one is expected to make ones obediemeeso
pretentious that it becomes a bore” said Sophia

“I found London to be so busy one can hardly kndvere
one is expected to visit next and the balls. Wklve them |
love to dance you see and all those young officetisere
bright uniforms well what more can a young lady fskother
then her appointment book be filled for the everiingplied
Virginia. A little annoyed at Sophia for her lacksmcial
grace in speak her mind on the subject.

“Mary will be coming out next season | believesito be your
season to?” asked Sophia like one who has knowplédasure
of ones first season and knows that there is nwliéetthen
the matters upon woman of a certain rank are eggddot
hold..

“Yes it will be my first season Papa has promisethake
Mamma go to London although she hardly ever goéstua
spends her days in the Library or in the drawirmmoShe
seldom if ever goes very far from the castle thastme can
expect from her | am afraid to say is a day visi\aterford
town, However Papa has promised to make her go up t
London when the season starts.” Said Virginia

Shortly there after they were joined by Tom andnJaho had
been enjoying the fishing and had now found oceegigoin
them “I fancy we shall have trout for dinner,” ssltginia.
“Oh yes indeed trout is just the thing we caughtimber just
now and have taken then to the kitchen cook toekith
directly replied” John.

“I fancy that Virginia is jesting at your expensegdid Sophia
to her younger brother, “Not at all Sophia | menelgntion
that trout when fresh makes a wonderful dinneryBo not
have trout in your pond at Oakland Park?” askegjixia.

“If truth be told we do not fish over much at OaidaPark
there is too much to do and seldom do we findithe,t said
Tom who had been walking silently along the sidéhef
embankment.
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“Tom do read a few lines for us from your book,idsa
Virginia as the party settled under a great oad, trevould but
this is a book by an anonymous young lady of aegdamily
who has been writing for a few seasons, her latesttion”
said Tom. “Please do read for us | have heardtimtyoung
lady has a way with words.” Said Virginia “Tom ogehthe
book and begun to read...

“Do you see here Sir Thomas it is as | suspectathee set to
trap his lordships game Il warrant the poach&tdse by”
said Colin Murphy as he looked around the thichkéost
interesting do you think they will come back soosaid Sir
Thomas. “It has been known to happen,” said ColayMap
we can set a while and see | am sure there are kindse
around that will keep your interest busy while waitW said
Colin Murphy.

Settling in a comfortable position a short distafioen the
snare the two men set about there own pursuit§.Hgimas
had spotted a species if bird which he had not beésre and
fell to drawing it, while Colin Murphy sat on a stp drawing
on a clay pipe the sent of cherry root tobaccdettif
heavenward with the aroma hanging about the aiot ‘dh
unpleasant smell thought Sir Thomas who as a rethelly
despised the smoking of tobacco.

Thus while the Sterley’s busied themselves on sitate of
My Lord Earl of Waterford the nobleman in questfonnd
himself very busy in the court of Waterford towm fhe
previous week a felon of renown had been caugtitdract of
robbery. This felon a dangerous rouge had it waisneld by
the defense been going about his lawful busynessnega
living at the local inn. Where he was employed atahle
hand now a certain gentleman of noble birth hapgpé¢nde
passing through the town and chanced upon theBieen late
in the day he had stopped for the night.

The following morning as the nobleman was payirsytili
the villainous felon had come upon him and the @aper it
fell upon his ears that the noble man would beefiag upon
the high road from the ton in the direction of tiext village.
This information the stable hand had relayed tellaw of
low birth who earned his living by highway robbery.
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However, this time the villains had chanced uponesnber of
the nobility who carried about his person a brdgeisiols and
a sword. Upon been confronted by the highwaymamdide
gentleman responded bravely and fired one of hisemaus
pistols blowing off the arm of the villain. Who madood his
escape however later a deathbed confession mattie by
villain implicated the stable hand of the inn. Thuefore the
Earl this day stood one Joseph O Flarety somedtatde
hand and the accused.

On a brief summing up of the evidence, his Lordship
sentenced the said O’ Flarty to hanging.

“Well with all business now suspended for the daijligvn

Earl Waterford turned once more his mind to thespitrof
happiness and home.

34



CHAPTER TEN
“My dear wife if his lordship had not made himssif
unconscionably unpleasant over the matter of Qdlimphy
the grounds man | think we might very well haveysth
longer at Waterford” said Sir Thomas.. “Indeed fargbl fear
from what you have told me his lordship will not tmunted
as one of our friends... For | believe that thisiiveurphy
although wrong in certain of his doings had thétig be
treated fairly in a court of law.” Replied Lady AfiMost
definitely | fear that all hopes of advancementyfoung Tom
must be now at an end from that quarter “repliedif8bomas
as he lifted a glass of Madera to his lips.
“Pray dearest husband is there any thing of thimsion that
you have not imparted to me?” asked Lady Ann.rtith be
told the matter is simple Colin Murphy a veteraritef wars
returned to Ireland. Found employment in the seraichis
lordship, however, during the time that Murphy dysfroad
he found himself drawn to certain republican natiomhich
he well disguised. Returning to Ireland, he discete
number of men of like intellect together they focheesort of
a club, which met weekly in the homes of one ofritembers
of the group.

Now his lordship had also in his service anothen mdellow
a rogue of the lowest type, whose occupation it iwapy on
and in close quarters on the other members of istafrvice
to his lordship. To find those of his lordships kebiold who
might be passing on information to the republicangreater
Ireland. To this end this fellow one Smyth had beeiching
Murphy for some time.” He paused for a moment kefor
continuing his narration

“I had occasion to speak with Murphy and found kanbbe a
descent fellow with a vast knowledge of the evevtich
trouble Ireland. Well to be more to the point tlian Smyth
he had been watching Murphy for some time therherfitst
day of our visit his lordship was called away totéféord
town on a matter for the crown, it was while he westhere
that Smyth made known to his lordship the doingslofphy.

| remember well that evening when his lordship medd it
was quite light and we were talking on mattersgieiig to
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the following day when his lordships coach arrive tthe
stable yard.

His lordship was in a fine lather | can tell youlrerdly saw
Tom and | he came out of the coach saw Murphy andsted
him most violently. abused him soundly before aglifor two
stable hands to hold the man down stripped tolite deeves
his Lordship began to beat the poor man with agdirop
which was close at hand the abuse the poor maersdff
imagine is not unknown in many houses of peopl&ok.
However | have never had occasions to treat mgyvethan
like that” taking a sip of the wine at his sidedmntinued

“Well | dare say it would have gone on for muchdenhad
not | tried to come to the defense of the poor nitamas at
this time that his lordship turned on me and cafleda busy
fuss pot. Telling me that | knew nothing of the gears of
republicanism that was at the heart of Irelandisitite and the
cause of many of the problems that he was congthelet

by.

“Why Sir if you had but been in the court at Wabedf town
this day you would have seen how one treats th#saff that
they understand a moment of compassion on yourapalrt
they take it for weakness” he continued. “In theamahile
the two stable hands had fell to beating the poorgity in
furtherance of his lordships pleasure. Thomas ahd J
intervened on the behalf of Murphy and the beasiogped
his Lordship was wild with rage and swore that Muyrpvould
not spend another moment in his service and digelanim
there and then with out pay for the last quarter.”

This you see my dear there was nothing other tleeld do
but later find out where the man was living anchgriim
back here to Oakland Park | am sure he will ses/batter
then he served his Lordship.” Sir Thomas concluded

‘Oh dear a fine how do you do indeed” said Lady Atrmst
that he is now recovered the cottage which you Ipavdim
in is not well suited for the poor man and his lor@d children
how many dose he have | think | counted ten whead near
the cottage last evening” she continued
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“All told | believe the man has eleven childrenaflithem
cared for and taught by his wife who | am leadetdve was
taught to read and write by Murphy himself.” Regl®ir
Thomas

“And of your leaving of Waterford how did that corabout |
hope it was not acrimonious?” asked Lady Ann

“We stayed but a few days after the events justedlthen
made our obedience’s fanning a forgotten sociahgement
here at Oakland. | might add that her ladyshigf the same
cloth as which his lordship is it's surprising tlms daughter
the fair lady Virginia is not of that cloth for siebelieve it or
not my dear renown for her good works among the poo
Waterford.” Said Sir Thomas

“So any social occasion where his lordship the BaHer lady
ship are present | take it will not be one thatwikkbe
attending” said Lady Ann

“Indeed | will not suffer to be in the same roontlaast odious
man” replied Sir Thomas “As for her ladyship shedhaever
leaves the castle | believe that she has a drdadedf been
found among the Irish of low birth thus keeps clasthe
walls of that old house” said Sir Thomas

“I shall write to his Lordship the Earl of Bathuistregard a
station for young Tom before very long,” said Siromas.
“Indeed Sir | will tell you that it was Tom'’s ide¢a have Lady
Sarah and Arabella come to Oakland, then when gthecton
the children to come and join you it was a great
disappointment. | have been at my wits end not knguow
to entertain them while you were away but now tfwat are
back we can continue planning the ball we had oaigy
intended to have here this past week,” said Lady An
“That is most refreshing | in the mean time am gdimdo a
little writing in my study he said rising from tlobair upon
which he had been seated. It was the morning bifsearrival
back at Oakland and there was much to do muchrtgspen
the investigation of his estates.

While Lady Ann continued to dress for it was yetieanly a
quarter after eight and she was hoping to be in the
withdrawing room at 10 o’clock to meet once agaithwhe
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delightful lady Sarah Arabella she was sure woddjlad of
the news that her cousin’s had returned.

In his bedchamber, Tom sat quill in hand thinkipgm the
next sentence he would write for he and Virginid\tdterford
had become friends in the short time that theydpaht
together. In her, he had found a fellow writer oéfpry and
artist for her landscapes were some of the bektatesver
seen... Of course, it would never do for a ladgublish or
paint publicly but as a pastime, it was some tlsing could do
to amuse herself. Tom thought this splendid hiserur
difficulty lay in the fact that he was writing a gtic verse
about her, and was finding it confounding diffictdtexpress
upon the paper before him the words that exacthyveld his
feelings for the lady in question.

“Lydia dear do play some thing upon the harpsicheeid
Lady Ann “It is very unusual that Lady Sarah hasyei risen
have you seen Arabella this morning Mary dear?”eiskady
Ann “Yes Mamma she and John are taking a turnen th
grounds” replied Mary “John what could John pogskiiow
that could be of interest to Arabella?” said LadynA

“I think he is showing her the new plantings Mamyoa
know the ones he did this summer,” said Mary “Irdlebad
no idea that Arabella had an interest in gardeifihad
known sooner | might have found much to amuse heob
doors “said Lady Ann

“Oh yes Mamma she has quite a garden at home loairso

lead to understand,” replied Sophia who had justred the
room.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN
“My dear Lady Virginia,
| give you greetings from Surry and particularlykad Park
| have no doubt that what passed between our fathidrsoon
pass. There after we might once more find oursedwgsying
the pleasure of each other's company Sophia ang bard
there send there fondest wishes

“I would that | could present to you a line of vets show my
fondest esteem for your person

In Irelands troubled world
A fair English rose does grow
Like Elizabeth of old renown
For her beauty the fair
Lady Virginia of Waterford
My heart has sold

It is but a poor verse but one that my expressfgayoat our
meeting has brought to my heart,

It would in effect be most fortuitous for us if tharrent
unpleasantness regarding Murphy had not occurr@jrs
presence for papa is most serious in his regarthéorights of
the lower classes having never forgotten the mansirved
under him when as a young man he fought at Saimterit's
Isle. Thus, | fear that he will not be moved toi@wmore
conservative for he has a great respect for theivhaphy
despite his republicanism.

This | am sure is the reason the Prince regenhanthmily
seldom if ever condescend to be seen to be doinfamily a
service for Papa’s views are well known his pdiitice those
of Wilberforce. Perchance you have heard your faspeak of
my papa in terms that are not very much to hisigjki

Pray give when talking to your dear lady motherforydest
regards.

With Sincere affection
Thomas Sterley
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Sealing the letter Tom bethought himself as to toget it
into the mails with out its nature or content beaggrknown
to his father thus he decided to walk to the valagn to find
the next mail coach leaving for London.

“My Dearest Tom,

Your verse is well read and | thank you for itnh af a mind
to disclose to you the nature of the dispositiaml placed
under for when your letter came Papa was at homevanted
to know from whom it came. The county has beendiithe
news that the fellow Murphy and his whole familywedeft
taken they say by some gentleman of wealth to \&bhis
estate in England. Due to the time of this remdskadvent,
Papa could draw no other conclusion then it was father
who had spirited away the Murphy family. Indeed ®ags
profoundly sorry for it for he had in mind certgilans which
have now come to naught for which | am heartilyddiar
though he be my papa he can at times be filled avgpirit of
malicious anger which frightens me.

Of late, | have been painting the falling leavesiafumn soon
Christmas will be here and my brothers will be homleat a
joy it will be to see the both of them once againe have
been parted three full years. Can it be so long&d but a
child when they left for the war now they will beturning to
find me almost a woman awaiting the advent of sesson’s
gala balls.

How splendid they look in there uniforms | haveoatit of
them, which | often contemplate.

| fear dearest Tom that this must be adieu for sayaPwill
find it very much against his desire should | cep@nd with
any one from your family until the passing of titmes healed
the wounds done by the occasion of the beatingotihC
Murphy

With Sincere affection
Virginia Bromley
Lady Waterford

Virginia laid aside the quill and studied for a memhthe
words upon the page she hoped that Tom would ket ta
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offence at the manner of her writing. for it wae tlesire of
her heart that they would one day be friends of Emister
she had liked Sophia the most for she was moremgrgwthen
Mary who was closer to her own age.

Sir Thomas sat with quill in hand contemplating finease
that he would like to use to the esteemed noblettom he
was about to write in regard to his son Tom

“My dear Sir Benjamin,

| am writing to you to enquire if you will be disped to a
meeting with me when next | will be in London. | axfrthe
opinion that we might be of some mutual servicedoh
other.

My Son Thomas is in need of employment as he isughyof
some experience in letters | was wondering if pestthere
might be occasion with in the foreign office fomhto be of
some service to the crown.

However, | should be in London three weeks hencevah
call upon you at your convenience

Sincerely
Thomas Sterley esquire

Sealing the letter Sir Thomas rose from his writilegk and
proceeded down stairs to the drawing room wheratgre
changes were under way for tonight would be thifoal
which his wife had long planed.

Here he found James a lad of five seated in a chadgt
seriously studying a chocolate pudding. “Lad if yMamma
finds you here with that pudding you will receivéaahing |
am sure” he said to the child. “Mary gave it meg thild said
his face covered with pudding.

“Well then we will have to speak with her shall Wsaid Sir
Thomas as he picked up his son and carried hitmet&itchen.
“Mary Murphy a lean woman was standing over the fir
stirring a pot “Mary pray take the lad and keep loi of
harms way until he has completed his pudding threhHis
nurse the house is not a safe place for an unteolgche
concluded Mary Murphy curtsied and took the cHilis.
Murphy with a brood of eight of her own and three
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stepchildren knew well the ways of children andwew to
treat them. Sir Thomas left the lad happily apmyfmmself to
the remains of the pudding before walking out dhtovast
steps of Oakland’s front steps.

“No Sophia don't put the flowers there they willodgn the
heat bring them here and place them upon the sidbeaid
Lady Ann. “A most singular occasion” said Lady Sara
entering the withdrawing room. Lady Ann was notestar
whom the woman was addressing and thus remairt $ilea
moment “Indeed an occasion for celebration” sa@vhice of
Mr Parker. “Good day” said Mr Parker as he entdrelind
Lady Sarah into the room Lady Ann curtsied “Goog W&
Parker is it Sir Thomas you are wanting?” she asked

“Of a certainty it is” replied Mr Parker “I have @ urgent
news to impart to him” replied the gentleman “libe¢ he is
in the grounds or at the Avery” replied Lady Anrh&
marquis of Wellington has once more thrashed oldriyd
believe he is the greatest military man Englandevas had”
continued Mr Parker.

“Then sir pray hurry make hast and find Sir Thorftad am
sure he will have dispatches to write on this ocra® all the
officers involved pray in what theater of the wat this grand
occasion take place?” Lady Ann asked as an aftertht
“Why You’re Ladyship In Spain of course” said MrrRer
surprised at the ignorance that some woman hatreeof
fighting fronts of the greatest war England hadrdwaght.
From the desk of the honorable Benjamin Bathurst

To Sir Thomas Sterley,

Dear Sir, | shall have at my disposal next weekahan hour
on Wednesday morning at half past eleven in whah may
avail yourself of my time.

Please beware that | make no promise of employfoerybur
son however, | will be interested to hear what lgaue to say
in this regard?

Yours Sincerely

B Bathurst
“Lydia was dancing with Peter Parker “They seenmsmh

like brother and sister,” said Lady Ann “They afdike age,”
said Emily Parker who was sitting at the side ady &nn.
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“Indeed they make a handsome couple,” said Sir Esoover
hearing the remarks of his wife and Mrs. Parkeed that
Thomas and Arabella are well disposed to each atidr
Lady Sarah as she watched her daughter and Tonmdanc
The music was of the sort that made every one twask&nce
even old married couples of advanced age seentsel to
tapping along the rhythm as the young folks danced.

“Madam would you do me the honor of dancing thetnex
round with me?” asked Mr Parker of Lady Ann. “Inddewill
Mr Parker pray have you imparted the good newsto€kw
you spoke earlier to Sir Thomas? She asked. “lagrainty
have Lady Ann he was most pleased to hear ofdt dai
Parker as they once more drew near in the dance.
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CHAPTER TWELVE
“Mamma come quickly, it seems as if George has ctume
visit” said Mary as she looked out the window belowthe
yard George Parker was handing the reins of hisntoua
groom.
“It would seem that he might have some busineds wytia,”
said Lady Ann “Indeed Mamma you have no way of kimgw
that?” Replied Mary “I do indeed know this | hawvedha note
from him this very morning requesting a moment viiytdia”
said Lady Ann
“Go and find Lydia,” said Lady Ann”
George Parker entered the drawing room after beeownced
by the butler.

“Good day Lady Ann | trust this morning finds yoeh? Said
George Parker, Good day George | am in the bdstalth
pray how is your dear Mamma | should pay you Manama
visit shortly.” Said Lady Ann

“"Mamma and papa are exceedingly well and sencether
regards,” said George the sound of excited femailees
could be heard in the hall Lydia, Sophia and Mantgeed the
drawing room.

“Why George we seldom see you of late | quite lvelithat
your father keeps you quite busy with his rents luginess,”
said Lydia. “All affairs are in hand my dear Lydiaaid
George. “Pray Lady Ann | beg that you would excoeeif |
took Lydia for a round in the garden” said Geoligeleed
young Mr. Parker you may Sophia, Mary pray coménmie
to the kitchen | fancy we will need to address ¢a#id Lady
Ann.

“Oh Mamma must we would rather go with George and
Lydia” answered Mary “No my dear child there arimgfs that
| believe George will want to talk to Lydia abohat are not
for your ears” said Lady Ann sternly.

A while later George and Lydia were making thenenas in
the garden, they chanced to stop under one ofréhat gaks
that stood in front of the house. “Lydia | have sothing of
importance to impart to you of the greatest sigaifice and a
matter of how | feel about you” Said George. “P@sorge
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please speak plainly tell me what you have on yoind” said
Lydia. “Madam | have long been one of your moseatd
admirers, | have long held the hope within my heégt one
day that you would do me the very great honor abbgng
my wife,” said George. “

“George, | can only consent if you speak to Paywauld be
very happy to marry you to become your wife buatrot do
it with out the blessings of my father” said Lydia

“Lydia I will this instant speak to your papa fohave long
held the idea that he and my father have had thisiage in
mind. for they are old friends with the estatesngffather
coming to me one day | will be able to care for yothe
manner in which you are accustom” said George.

Turning now once more to the house the two youruplee
proceeded at an advanced pace for they were inrg tou
have George speak with Sir Thomas. Unknown to tB&m
Thomas and Lady Ann watched from the window ofgtugly.
A look of profound pleasure rested upon there brimwvshey
were well aware of the mission upon which George &t out
that morning to accomplish at Oakland Park... “Ywaul better
return to the drawing room lest the young peoplobee
alarmed and think some thing is amiss,” said Sormas.
“Yes my dear husband,” said Lady Ann” You will adurse
remember to be stern at first with young Georgei the
good lady...

“Indeed madam | am well aware of the attitude of a
prospective father-in-law are, | would ask that yoake haste
and take up your former occupation in the withdreguioom,”
said Sir Thomas.

It was not long before George Parker was closeitd Sw
Thomas in the drawing room the females of the Hoolse
whispered softly to each other of the events thdtthanspired
in the garden between Lydia and George Park. Liydiae
mean time found herself in a highly agitated steiteerves for
she imagined on occasion she heard the voice dhtiesr
then George voice could be heard raised in someg,thihich
did not sound like pleasant communication.
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Shortly the door of the study was flung open, Gedegrker
stepped out for a moment he took hold of the hdrnd/dia
then letting go walked off to the withdrawing room.

Lydia hurried into the study looking up from hiss#teSir
Thomas addressed his eldest daughter. “Well myl bipe
you will be happy if you love him then rememberathe will
always turn to you for advice and comfort. Now gdim
before your Mamma smothers him in caresses for $am
that this is a happy occasion for which she hag lween
waiting,” he concluded.

“Dearest lovable Papa | give you my thanks,” sajdia
before leaving the study. From the drawing roora,gbund of
happy voices could be heard. “Pray Sophia fetchr Papa
from the study for he should be here to celebildtegood
news,” said Lady Ann.

“Mary send one of the servants to find Tom and Jahthey
might also share in this happy occasion,” she ooetil.

“So George you are to be our son-in—law pray tHagmw
things go ill with you that you will always rememtibat you
can speak plainly without fear of retribution. fdmow my
daughter and | am sure that there will be occasidren you
will want the advice of a mother-n-law” said Ladypi “My
dear wife do not scare the boy so you will have hinming
home to his parents err long. If you continue is thain,” said
Sir Thomas.
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN
My Dear Ann you must try this chicken it is the mos
flavorsome bird | have ever tasted” said Lady Saféas |
dare say that cook has out done herself this eggrsaid
Lady Ann
“ll warrant that you had some thing to do with tteevor for
did I not see you in the kitchen earlier todayXeasLady
Sarah. “It was but a sham to get Sophia and Magydvom
George and Lydia while he proposed” said Lady Aam yes
it is indeed a good day when ones eldest daughteade a
marriage proposal from such an agreeable youndegean.

Sir Thomas entering the dinning room remarked, J\Wé¢ got
the lambs of the higher pasture the weather is hémiturn
cold this night,” he said as he seated himsekatable.
“Indeed there is a bracing of the elements,” saidyLSarah as
she dug into another helping of potatoes.

“One wonders what we would do with out the humble
potatoes said Sir Thomas as he helped himsel&nang of
the same. “I have more then a passing fancy fdr tha
vegetable” said Lady Sarah as sweat bead begaarapgpe
upon her forehead. “The French of course will dahanner
of things but | prefer the humble boiled potatoksld
England over any foreign concoction,” said Sir Tlasm

“I believe that | have never dinned so well inral} life Ann
your cook has really out done herself this evenisagid Lady
Sarah. "Sarah you talk as if you are starved pease we not
always made sure there is enough upon the tabkelhav
stopped you from eating any thing” asked Lady A®ome
what concerned at the strange behavior of LadgtBaho at
that instant had broken off a piece of bread ansl mvapping
the last of her mashed potato. With butter intorheuth “My
dear Ann | merely mention this in passing as thienings
meal is uncommon in its wonderful flavor and arorsaid
Lady Sarah.

After dinner, the company returned to the drawimgnn
where a great fire had been build in the fireplé#ceas
around this warmth that the Sterley’s and theresgu&eorge
Parker Lady Sarah and Arabella gathered for it evaesof
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those evenings which comes at the end of an Engliimn
which all men long for hearth and home.

A while later Lady Sarah said, “I am exceedinghedi | will
bid you all a good night” as she rose taking a tatallight
her way. Her good night was greeted by various negmbf
the assembled company wishing her a good nights"fét
the morrow dear Sarah” said Lady Ann. At ten o’&laady
Ann and Sir Thomas retired to there bed chambewthd
blew with out as a tempest began to build.

Later in the night Arabella woke Lady Ann “Come ckly my
dear Aunt for Mamma is in some distress | fearhier she
seems most ill,” said the young woman as lady Aulfed on
a gown for the night was cold and there was frpsinuthe
windowpane.

Upon arriving at the bedchamber, the Fitz-Gibbafiared
Ann took in immediately that some thing of a sesioature
had occurred for her dear cousin lay upon the leeddlor
gone deadly grey her breathing labouredly. “I mugke Sir
Thomas immediately” said Lady Ann “Dear Arabellapgo
and wake Lydia and bid her come this instant ttclvavith
you over your dear Mamma” said Lady Ann.

Upon been awakened and made aware of his guestssgis
Sir Thomas roused Tom and together father and e to
Notheringay to fetch doctor Booth away from hisngher and
contentment in the arms of morpius

Doctor Booth leaned once more over Lady Sarah baok
pulse shook his head and laid her hand down. Taking
mirror he placed it before the patents nose fadlanrfinute he
remain in this position then his hand he closatelyes. | fear
Lady Sarah is no more a sudden change in temperatur
shock of sorts a sudden stopping of the heartiébehas
taken her from this world. If her constitution Hagken stronger
she might have lived but the sudden change in weaithd a
heavy meal of sorts has put her beyond our help.” H
concluded.

“The sobbing that burst from Arabella was like arftain
which had long been bottled up for as a child ske:leen in
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the most fortunate position of been doted upondiiz her
parents. Lady Sarah who had known what it wasttkee
ignored as a child had devoted a large amountr@ to the
bringing up of her daughter. thus her sudden pgssas felt
more acutely by Arabella then would normally haeetthe
case Lady Ann came to the young woman embracedde a
led her away saying as she did “ There, there pbitd she is
quite in a state of nerves. Lydia dear bring sonaady for
her” she shall spend the rest of the night in ngnaher” Ann
concluded

The first snow was upon the ground Sophia liftesliem of
her dress as she moved across the steps in ffadhe bouse,
it had been only a few short hours since Lady Skiah
Gibbon had passed away yet so much had alreadghagdp
since then. Lord Charles Fitz-Gibbon had arrivesl thorning
Papa had greeted the nobleman with as much tersfease
one would expect on such a sad occasion.

Arabella was with her father now both giving a megasf
comfort to each other at

The distance to the estate of Lord Fitz-Gibbon lggeat it
was decided to lay the mortal remains of Lady Sévakst in
the vault of the Notheringay Church in the tomiStdrley
family. This was done that it might not distresabella and
Charles Fits-Gibbon who had been very close tdalédy
departed wife.

The snow began to fall as the parson intoned thesvipom
the Book of Common Prayer when His Lordship ando&tiza
left the church the snow was thick upon the grodr
wheels of the carriage leaving long tell tale signthe earth
as it moved off. Sir Thomas and Lady Ann followedhere
own carriage back to Oakland park the two carriagest the
occupants of both silent in there reflection atshey and
speed at which one of there number had been smbactay.
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN
“I trust that | can leave Arabella in your caremsaid Lord
Charles Fitz-Gibbon “Of late there is much to keapbusy in
the north and | will have little time to comfortrhas you
know Sarah and Arabella where exceptionally cldse”
continued. “It would indeed be a pleasure to carénér
Charles” said Lady Ann. “I know this is a tryingnt¢ for you
and for dear sweet Arabella it must simply be tlwesivbut
have no fear cousin | will take very good care &f'tshe
ended.

“May | offer you a glass of brandy” enquired Sirdrhas of
Lord Charles “Capital idea sir capital” said hisdship as he
took the offered glass. The two men stood watcltieg
weather outside from the large bay window that avéesature
of the study. The ground was already covered withwsit
seemed as if it might snow again Sir Thomas had o
make his guest stay another day. However, LordI€har
pleaded urgent business and could not delay fevchéd have
to return to his estates to put Lady Sarah’s affaitorder. The
death of his wife had come as a shock to everyirrieding
him for he had always believed that Sarah had béanvery
robust nature. Seldom sickened but he knew off@tiwhen
indeed she did sicken it was usually of a sericatane for
Lady Sarah had loved the outdoors and could nattodze
abed unless she was exceptionally ill or in chitidtbi

Sir Charles took leave of his daughter and OakRaudk on a
dreary wet morning in October. Now the inhabitaofts
Oakland Park returned to there various occupatgins
Thomas to his study where he once more took upénsand
continued his to work on his study of the bird ifeSouthern
England. Lady Ann and her daughters found themsainee
more in the withdrawing room stitching various atgeof
needlework. For it was the season when the housdulg
occupied with preparations for the Yuletide andstmuch
work was to be done.

The young men of the family found themselves bugyin
themselves with games of cards, reading and \grifuor it
was a slow time of the year for them Young Tom lreguce
more to write verse for he had in mind a numbehifgs he
wished to share with the family on certain winteemings.
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John found his time occupied by the study and cgiagj of
various seeds for next spring’s plantings.

“Arabella dear do take some tea with me” said LAdy who
was doing her best to relive the sadness that besékeart of
her young relative. “Lydia pray play an air forthe air is so
oppressive | fear that winter has come to stayfote a long
spell and needs to be dispersed with a countriry please
accompany your sister you have such a fine voia&l kady
Ann.

While Lydia played lady Ann began to consider the
forthcoming nuptials of her daughter and Georgd&&tashe
began to plan in detail the wedding for accordmbér the
wedding should take place in the spring when ths fi
blossoms began to show.

Lydia stopped playing the last strains of the miisigering
for a moment “Mamma | believe that it will be theagdest
wedding that Notheringay has seen in a long tinhe’ said.
“Yes my dear in a while we will begin to stitch youedding
robes | think that we know enough to make it qaitdress one
that will make the county gasp at your beauty” 4ady Ann.
“Oh Mamma you do say the strangest things” laughgtia
who considered herself quite plan. “Oh do | inddadghter
pray are you not one of the prettiest of the SyggseAsked
Lady Ann. “If you say so Mamma” said Lydia quitevigig in
to her mother for she had learned a long time hgbtb
gainsay her mother was a battle that she woulédndtcould
not win.

“Sir Thomas entered the drawing room and poureapaoé
tea, | believe that it will get a lot colder befdhe day ends,”
he said. “Dearest husband you do have a way ahgudt
damper on our every occasion” said Lady Ann

“Do | my dear?” he asked a little taken aback ferad
always considered himself a rather lightheartedqrer

The light of a number of candles burned brightlytia

dinning room of Oakland Park the inhabitants of [@a& Park
and there guests the Parkers where sitting dowimteer upon
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the table was a number of dishes of the smell a$trpork and
beef filled the room

Sir Thomas said Grace there after the companydell
various attack upon the various dishes. “I wouté lio know
what profound course has set your cook to make Sueh
dishes said Emily Parker.

“Ah the cooking of Mrs. Murphy she is the best caok have
ever had recently come over with her whole family a
Thomas'’s insistence” said Lady Ann. “Why Sir Thorhasd
no idea that you had such feelings for the Irisbrpsaid Mr
Parker. “Indeed | do not know much of the Irish pbot of
Mr Murphy | know a great deal,” said Sir Thomas.

“I wonder sir if you had occasion while in Irelat@ldo any
hunting?” asked Mr Parker “I did not have much @@za to
hunt on the estates of my Lord of Waterford” saidT®omas.
“Murphy is now one of my best servants | have gditveo
pearls of great price in the Murphy’s,” said Sirohas.

“Pray pass the gravy Lydia dear,” said Lady Ann was
busy addressing a vast lump of steaming beef aast ro
potatoes. “Taking a bit of a piece of roast ponkTiomas
contemplated a heap of green peas. “I wonder wdteze
learned to cook for surely the Irish did not hawgreat deal in
the way of food to feed themselves,” said Sir Thenila
believe she spent a number of years in servicee&arl of
Waterford,” said Lady Ann.

“I think before to long we will have to start plang the
wedding my dear Emily” said Lady Ann. “That it segia the
only thing my dear wife has been thinking of thpast few
days’ said Sir Thomas. “Have no fear Sir Thomasimily
has been confounding me with all her suggestioam fight
glad that we have this occasion to visit for thagp aow lie
along side like two old warship and have a battli,'bsaid
Mr Parker.

“Oh William how else is a mother to behave whenfiret
born son is to be married?” asked Emily Parkeiheff
husband. “I quite agree said Lady Ann the firstniage is
always the most important for it is the one whiolmts all
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further marriages in a house are judged on thedirs, to
marry well is a young lady’s highest priority” sbentinued.

Dinner now at an end the woman with drew to onthef
warmer chambers of the house while Sir Thomas and M
Parker went into the study to draw a pipe or twiefl
William | believe we will soon be calling one anettbrother-
in-law” said Sir Thomas. “It would appear so | halexided
to settle three thousand pounds on George anriusdligl Mr
Parker. “That is a most generous annuity indeeil biv
course settle a generous dowry on Lydia and a #rals
pounds on the first born child of there union” s&id Thomas.

“I think that three thousand should be enoughlient to start
with find a house of there own, it has come to mgrdion
that Morton Grange is vacant | will look into itchsee if the
grange will make a suitable home for them” saidlifih
Parker. “Yes it is tragic how that house becamélavie,"
remarked Sir Thomas who was thinking of the form&ner
Lord John Morton who for his sins had tried butddito keep
a wife. “I do not think that poor Lord John couldve done
any thing else after Elizabeth deserted him” saidPrker.

The story of Morton Grange was a curiosity for Ldahn
Morton had returned from India after many yearthim
service of the Honorable East India Company. Takgaung
wife the marriage from all accounts was not a hagmpey for
the young woman in question had been brought updia
and by all accounts was given to wild and recklezavior.
The previous year in the spring of 1812, she hadneenced a
liaison with an officer of the continental army. @iwoning
Lord John in a moment of madness Elizabeth hadtfidue
with her continental nobleman. Lord John an olekeat of
love and war seeming no future for himself at trenge and
having contemplated getting his wife back came de@ision
there after he wrote a note and then shot hinadlf
consuming a vast amount of brandy. Thus, oncexbeutor
of the Morton family had settled the estate of Ldothn they
had put up the grange for sale for Lord John wadast of his
line. It had remained untaken since it had beesetldhis was
the house that the future parents of the happyledggan to
think of a suitable home for there respective chitd
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“George will you read for us?” asked Lady Ann Would
give me pleasure to do so dearest Lady Ann” sair@ze
Parker “Please George you must begin to call me iMaror
what would the parson think if on your wedding gay
addressed me as Lady Ann? Come my boy from nowaom |
your Mamma Lydia you will address Aunt Emily no ¢t as
aunt but as Mamma do | make myself clear?” saidyl&auh.
“Yes Mamma” Lydia for it had been the young woman’s
intention to do exactly as her mother had specititaling
come to this conclusion some time earlier in therabon but
until this very moment had not yet found occasmaddress
Mrs. Parker directly.

“Tom please so good as to go and find your fatherMr
Parker pray that | beg to inform them that theyuthmot
tarry overlong in the study with those despicalipep. Return
directly and be of good company to us,” said LadynATom
rose from his occupation and proceeded to the studgliver
the message. Returned and resumed his seat nipdliella
for they had of late become engaged in a discussiorarious
matters of poetry and the new work by a young laidyenteel
birth, which they were currently reading.

For Thomas held there was no greater writer thek\@&iter
Scott while Arabella contended that the young lafigenteel
was one of the best literary lights of the currage. Tom
confessed that he did enjoy somewhat the workhef t
anonymous young lady of genteel birth but if onehed to
read seriously then the works of Sir Walter weraotly the
right thing.
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN
It was one of those fine spring days when the lofigdants
are awakening from there deep winter slumber. Theah as
Notheringay was surrounded by vehicles of all shapel
sizes. For today George Parker esquire of the gafriurry
is to be wed to his long time sweetheart Lydial8yespinster
of this parish.

James Thomas who has his living of this parishnabss man
of middle years is addressing the couple before tira you
George William Parker take this woman to be yourflaly
wedded wife? To have and to hold to cherish in girods
and in ill times?” inquired the parson. “| do” rega the groom
“do you Lydia Ann Sterley take this man to be ytawfully
husband to have and to hold. To cherish and log®ad time
and in ill times?” he then enquired of the younigibbefore
him. Lydia dressed in a white dress with a gay dbarof lace
work hesitated a moment before answering then joud|
declared, “l do”

By the power vested in me by the Church of Englamd the
Crown | declare you husband and wife you may Kiss t
bride” said the minister. Thus said George turnedi kissed
his bride to loud applause from the gathered cayairen.

Momentarily the register will be signed | would abkt those
of you who wish to give your congratulations tostdelightful
couple wait at the door” said the minister.

“Oh Emily what a wonderful wedding do you not thithiat
Lydia made a beautiful bride” asked Lady Ann of hew
sister-in-law. “l| do believe they are a handsomept® seldom
have we at Notheringay seen such a fine displaffettion
between a bride and a groom” replied Emily Parlarteart
swelling with pride on seeing her eldest son weltned.

The happy couple stepped out of the church to betgd by
applause and some very well meaning words by there
assembled relatives. Peter Parker who had stotiedsest
man looked splendid in his uniform. Thoughts of were far
from his mind as there was talk of peace in thea@ry one
was exceedingly glad of this. For Napoleon on Eiaa a
bear caged at last...
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Directly the company adjourned to Oakland Parklier
wedding feast, For Sir Thomas and Mr Parker hadesbao
expense to make this a nuptial feast which would/ék
remembered for many a year.

The music was playing the first set as the newlgism@ok to
the floor once more to be greeted by loud appléusi was a
happy occasion where in all the assembled compawy n
joined a dancing and feasting until late in thehhig

The happy couple took there leave of the partyrat o’clock
in the evening when it was still quite light. Heaglifor there
wedding holiday for the house Morton Grange wasquite
in readiness for occupation and thus Sir Thomathen
insistence of his dear wife had sent the happy lecofto the
mid Lothian’s in Scotland to spend a few weeks \aitthear
friend of many years standing.

“William | think we have done our duty well in thisgard”
said Sir Thomas, “I believe that directly the hagpyple
leaves for there wedding holiday. We should retireny
study and express our appreciation for this hapgyeby
sampling a few bottles of whiskey which | have rabe
recived from Scotland”

Missive

Musselberg

Mid Lothian’s

Scotland

239 of April 1814

Dearest Mamma,

Scotland is a wonderful place, we visited the hai®ir
Walter what a splendid house it is, | highly recoemah it. Our
first night in Scotland we spent at an inn run byast
interesting man by the Name of Samuel Ferreirditbe a
descendent of one of the Spanish who was wreakedméhe
reign of Queen Elizabeth. Mr Ferreira was very
knowledgeable of the war of 1745 and took some tone
explain to George the actions. A bit boring for Iou George
found it of interest.
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Mamma | do not want to alarm you but | must telliybat |
have been a little indisposed of late with a veagl base of
nerves in the morning so much so that | am unableg¢akfast
only taking a little black tea. | do not knowfi$ the air,
which disagrees, or the rich food, which our grasibost puts
before us, | have been quite unable to keep ang tthown in
the morning other then the formally mentioned téwpe |
have not caught some thing for that would quite uir
planed excursion to Edinburgh, which we have béanrng
for later this week.

| must tell you my dear Mamma the Scots are sucfibso
people seldom have | seen people who smile as/rasebur
northern neighbors do. On our first evening here had for
dinner that most strange dish that is beloved ®fSbots
Haggis | cannot say | care for it. It really is notmy tastes
while George embraces all things Scots he has gwea so
far as to buy a kilt and looks quite magnificententdressed.
We find a great many Englishmen go about in seafch
Scotland enquiring if these or that place be tlat ep which a
Scot of ancient memory once had his dwelling ohig were
the place where Burns the poet of the Scots mag bhanced
to spend an afternoon whiling away an afternoonpmmsing
verse.

I have done every thing exactly as you instructedGeorge
was very gentle and knows just how to treat a lathglieve
that | will never have occasion to doubt in my déaorge
who is simply the best husband a woman could exee h
found.

Your loving daughter
Lydia Parker

Oakland Park
30" April 1814

Dearest Lydia,

| am glad to have word of you at last; | am glaat tBcotland
agrees with you. | would beg to inform you my déweat the
symptoms you describe are to your father and nibeobest
news for the foretell of an addition to the familgive you
our congratulations on the news of your forthcoming
childbirth.
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“Pray Lydia dear take some sugar water in the nmgrthis
will help with the morning sickness. Be not afrdielar child
for when you return to Morton | will come, see ywall
settled, and help with the arrival of the deara:hitlease
convey my sincere felicitations’ to George.

Life here at Oakland’s continues we have had amatisé
from that unpleasant Mr Holder who it seems haschteere
are great opportunities for persons of all classesake there
fortunes in Africa. Well | wish him well althoughwould be
loathed to loose the services of his good wife dgryou know
she is simply the best baker in the county.

Papa is overjoyed with the news of your currentditoon and
has all manner of plans to set up a trust for thikelc
Dearest Lydia pray do not let George overtax yaih wialks
and trips for a woman in your condition should bedias
much as is possible. Indeed, it is not good forcthiéd to be
moved around to much by to much walking aboutof it
mother therefore | beg you to rest as much as lples#\s for
Haggis, | quite agree for there are certain thiBgsts that
should be reserved for the Scots and the devikalon

Your dear papa has left this morning to oversetacework
at Morton in preparing the house for your homecamiour
Mamma Parker sends her deepest and sincere lovaeand
wishes for | have just this morning shared the nefwsour
communication with her to her great delight.

The grange is a nice house with the renovatiortsLitval John
made to them will make it one of the most moderades in
the county, my dear you should count yourself yertunate
that papa was able to make such a good purchdke bbuse.
| foresee that that house will one day hold mamplyahours
for you and George and pray god that there williaay
children to fill its many rooms

| trust that we will hear from you err long andttligaur
homecoming will not be overlong in arriving for yasisters
are most anxious to be once more in your company.

| should mention that Arabella and Tom are beconjjni¢e
good friends and are always in each other's complaiaycy
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that before to long we might have occasion to renather
wedding here at Oakland.

Your Loving mother
Ann Sterley
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN
“Dear Mamma | am exceeding glad that you have ctume
Morton,” said Lydia “Pray take some tea before wplere
the house,” she continued. “Dear Lydia it is exoedg warm
| would gladly forego the tea for a glass of cldlldulberry
wine,” said Lady Ann

“Morton is a grand home Mamma | am happy that Pasaw
able to secure it for us,” said Lydia “Your father
communicated to me that the house cost ten thoysaunads |
hope that you will be so kind as to make your eggians of
thanks well known to him,” replied Lady Ann

“Oh Mamma | will make every endeavor to do exattigt
next time | see him” said Lydia “Pray how are tbstrof the
family,” she enquired. “Life continues at Oaklamdsithe
lambing season and Papa is busy most of the déythét
farmland,” replied Lady Ann

An adjournment to a half an hour later when LadynAgdia
and George are upstairs in the rooms “This is dloerwhere
we would like to make a nursery for the childreaitsLydia.
“It is a passing fancy chamber tell me was thisfoahally a
larger chamber?” asked Lady Ann who had previoussliyed
the house when in the ownership of Lord John.

“It was madam | believe it was the chamber wherer po
unfortunate Lord John expired” said George, “Otihis will
not do imagine if the ghost of Lord John was to enak
appearance and scare the poor child witless” saity IAnn
“Oh Mamma how can you say such a thing, indeed/éha
always though of you as a most sensible persotakenh to
flights of fancy” said Lydia.

“Lydia I will not be gainsaid in this fashion | araminded of
certain events that occurred at Moorcroft Hall wheras a
child” said Lady Ann “Old Moorcroft Hall | have néthought
of Moorcroft in many a year” said Lydia who was sitering
the last visit that the family had made there sdineyears
earlier for the funeral of her maternal Grand Mamma

“Mamma pray how can any thing that occurred at Mowit
have any bearing on Morton?” she asked
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“When | was nine or ten there was an unhappy ocnashen
a visitor accidentally shot himself in one of thengooms
ever since then there has been a clod chill inrttah no
servant would be found near that room after fivdark PM if
it could be helped” replied Lady Ann.

“It took a bishop and a bevy of parsons to layghest of the
unfortunate guest who it seemed would lift up tkiet ©f any
female who chanced to be in that part of the hafisz five
o’clock” said Lady Ann “l remember that your grallhmma
was one evening unfortunate enough to be in thatobshe
house when the very incident of which | have jpstken
happened to her. She if memory serves correcthecamay
vowing never to enter that part of the house aidather did
not that instant get some one to lay the ghodte@fusty
ghost,” said Lady Ann

“Really Mamma | doubt that the shade of Lord Joluuld
have any evil intent to us after all he and papeewlee best of
friends,” said Lydia.

“You are mistaken in your assumption that the shadeord
John would not wish to do evil for he was a maegusly
wronged and this | fear will make him the most denogs of
all ghosts at Morton,” said Lady Ann

“What do you suggest we do madam?” asked George who
had stood a little apart from his mother-in-law whghe had
related the events just told with a amused smilehvhs she
told the story the expression upon his countenaade
changed from amusement to more serious consider&tar
George Parker had no wish that his first-born shaulbny
way be harmed by persons of this world or the rd&eorge |
would consider it most fortunate if you would conis® have
the child’'s room moved further away from this caroéthe
house if you so wish | am sure that the reverenoihidas
would consent hold a service to lay the shade ofl bohn
and any other errant spirit that might chance tevitle in the
grange,” said Lady Ann

“I believe we can be accommodating of that,” sa@bfge for

he had considered that he might if needs prevaildtiged to
sleep in the chamber himself to set at rest thes fefbhis
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mother in law, for he was quite fond of her. Fatead he held
her in the greatest respect as the mother of theamce
loved the most in the entire world.

‘Thus it was that the following afternoon that meoesterend of
gentlemen James Thomas of the parish of Notherifgayd
his way to Morton to conduct the service for theispf the
late Lord Jon Morton. He had as a matter of cotaken
advantage of reading up on the matter at handatbtis be
able to better conduct himself should he be conéaiby the
angry ghost Lord John. It was not that he was bt a
certain caution prevailed upon his spirit to treih care in
areas where Angels fear to tread.

After dinning with the family the most reverend geman
and George entered the chamber a fire had bedndlit,
chamber been made comfortably warm for the nighthé
door Lydia bid George, a good night and succeksyatg the
ghost then retired to bed. Leaving the town gerdieno there
own devices George had upon him a pack of playards
which he begun to play patents with, while the miirhdulge
himself in reading from Foxes book of Martyrs fohad long
been the most esteemed gentleman’s pursuit tofreadsuch
books on the lives of the saints as to bring hifressd indeed
his flock to a better understanding of the workg@effection
that were amply displayed in the lives of the saint

As the night grew on the fire began to burn lowtien pulled
there coats closer for even tho’ it was an exceplly warm
evening the chamber possessed an air of doom drddra
chill which was uncommon for that time of year.

“At eleven o’clock when the candles were at theredst
there came a soft sigh from one corner of the radireeze
which upon its breath contained all the putridadihell in its
most diabolical form. George who had almost slipjmad a
slumber was awakened by the reverend gentlemamiyigt
his sleeve.

“The two men watched in fascination as from theneoia mist
began to appear at first unclear but thickeninthasninutes
drew on until from the mists the spectral form ofd John
appeared.
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“Rising the reverend gentleman his bible in hanchecmnded
the specter “to stand fast in the name of the L'drd.whom
do | have the honor of addressing enquired thestani‘Alas
you have me at a disadvantage” said the specteirtide |
was Lord John but now | am but a lost soul who died
unshriven.” The specter said as he struggled takbiree from
the bond under which the words of the minister pladed
him “Pray poor soul what can be done to loosenfymin

your condition and send you to your rest?” enquthex
Minster.

“I fear that | am lost for all eternity and theseshiut small hope
for peace for me,” replied the spirit. “What theanove do to
prevent you from coming again into this the honat ffou
once knew?” asked reverend Thomas.

“The sprinkling of holy water and the anointingtbé
doorposts of every room in the house will lay thgits that
they cannot come again,” said the unfortunate gbioite
grange.

“Will it bring some measure of peace for you?” atk&eorge,
| fear not for | am doomed to places in Hades the pf
which you will not imagine but it will solve the giolem of the
grange | have no doubt said the Spirit

“Is there naught that we can do for you sir spré8ked the
minister who had a feeling of great sadness aplilgat of the
unfortunate specters condition. “There is but drieg that
will stop my visits and that is to pray that | hgqueace over
my grave as for the grange cast out all evil inrthme of
Jesus anoint the posts and all evil will flee” sthiel specter.

“Pray for me no more” for there is naught that wélleem me
from my eternal damnation said the sprit as he hégdade.

Directly the reverend minister took up a vial ofveloil and
cast it into the fading mist into which the spectas
dissolving. Hurriedly he began to sprinkle holyteraand
anoint the doors posts of the room with oil in tizene of the
Father Son and Holy Ghost and amen and amen. &ftere
he proceeded with George lighting the way with ek d@ntern
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to every room and chamber in the grange anointkegvise
as before described the posts. When they had &ditie sun
was rising it was five o’clock in the morning bedahere
work was done.

Returning to the dinning room George poured fontlzeglass
of pour and considered what had passed in the.right a
moment he considered telling all to Lydia and L&dawn but
he dismissed this as he knew that it would addtanbe to
there fear thus swearing the reverend gentlemaadrecy he
concluded that should they be asked they wouldtsaty
nothing of significance passed and they had slefitiwthe
chamber.
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
September©®11814
Sir Benjamin Bathurst,
Foreign office
London
To Sir Thomas Sterley
Oakland Park
Surry

My dear Sir Thomas,

Please be advised that there now exists a posifiotkerkship
to Sir Charles Somerset at the Cape of Good Hope.

The financial returns on this commission is fiventited
pounds annually

Of significance | am aware that such a post althaust
exactly suited is the best | can provide at thigetil am lead
to understand that such a post can inevitably teadpid
advancement to more suited posts as time and spasgiess.
Should you wish for this post to be reserved farrygon
Thomas, please reply in the affirmative by returpast

Your obedient servant
B Bathurst Esquire

September ‘51814

Sir Thomas Sterley
Oakland Park

Surry

To Sir Benjamin Bathurst
Foreign Office

London

Dear Sir Benjamin,

In reply to yours of the first instant, | would beceeding glad
should it be in your power to hold the positionGiérkship at
the Cape of Good Hope for my son.

We are very glad for the opportunity provided aradr sure

that Tom will do his utmost to present the bestjis
outcome in the post.
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If I might prevail upon you for one more favor | uld be
exceeding glad if you could find the chance to fardvto me
any details you might have at your disposal thathinbe of
revenant’s to life in the colony in preparationlaim going to
the same.

Your humble servant

Thomas Sterley.

September 131814
Sir Benjamin Bathurst,
Foreign office

London

To Sir Thomas Sterley
Oakland Park

Surry

Sir,

| would beg to inform you that as a matter of uigethat
your son make himself available for an interviewhat
foreign office at his earlier convince. It is thestom of his
Lordship to have one of his officers newly returtfiexn the
colony interview all prospective candidates foriposs in the
government at the Cape before leaving. If | miglktvpil upon
you to have you, r son Thomas call on me Tuesdatyatden
o’clock in the morning. | will make every attemptpresent
young Tom to the officer in question.

The object of the interview | believe is to rulet any
unworthy candidates thus | have no fear that yotom will.
In a very short time, find a place in his Lordshiysaisehold at
Cape Town.

| remain

Your obedient servant
B Bathurst Esquire

September 171814
Sir Thomas Sterley
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Oakland Park

Surry

To Sir Benjamin Bathurst
Foreign Office

London

Dear Sir Benjamin,

Yours of the thirteenth instant, | am delightednform you
that Tom and | will be in London on the date sgediflf |
might prevail upon you to afford me the opporturafycalling
on you on the Monday morning prior to the day @ th
interview. | have some thing of importance thatdwto
impart to you. Upon that occasion, | furthermoreegyou my
thanks for all your endeavors upon the behalf ofsary in the
procurement of the post at Cape Town

Your humble servant
Thomas Sterley
Oakland Park

Surry

It was a fine summer morning when Sir Thomas beghbu
himself of finally informing young Tom of the ressilof his
efforts on his part to secure him a commissiorhegervice of
the crown the conversation did not go well with tdaing
most of the listening while the young man listemeéth
growing worry upon his countenance

“Tom | would have you ready to depart with me famidon
the day after tomorrow,” said Sir Thomas “| feaattthe girls
will have to fend for themselves while we are awagid
Tom in an effort to find some way of averting thevitable
“Your Mamma will be back in a few days so therads
occasion to be alarmed,” said Sir Thomas

“Pray papa what is of such importance that we tiaveave
Oakland’s in such haste? Asked Tom “”A matter afajr
importance and advancement my boy for | have sdcame
interview for you with a certain officer of the oolial service.
| believe it will be a great step forward in thghi direction
for you my lad. As it is past time that you shob&lthinking
of a career of sorts,” said Sir Thomas. “Furthernibis of the
utmost importance that you begin to take an adtiterest in
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the advancement of the family’s fortune. | see etids way of
doing this then serving old England in any capawitych
might present itself, this | believe is a marvelogsasion to
do so,” said Sir Thomas.

“This news was greeted with stunned silence for Tawh not
even begun to consider a career for he had alvwssgseed
that as the elder son he would follow in his fathéotsteps
and become master of Oakland Park. Now to be gruell
disillusioned of this hope was not to be considdigguly for
it made him weak at the knees to consider a cavieere he
might actually have to labor at some task.

Moreover, what of the relationship that he had Ipegith his
dear cousin Arabella for had this not been the erirbjective
in getting his Mamma to invite her to Oakland? Timund
himself in a most distressed condition for it sedrmehim that
his father had unbeknown to him unhorsed him of his
intention to marry Arabella and to live upon thetioent.

For this indeed was the case Tom felt that he hadgent
need to speak with his Mamma for it dawned on Hiat his
father had gone about this piece of industry witdicrous
intent.

He resolved to ride out this very afternoon to Marto speak
with Lady Ann for he felt sure that she would fiadvay to
derail the efforts of his father. He made hastsatddle a horse
leaving Oakland shortly after the mid day meahia hope of
reaching Morton before night fall.

The countryside through which he road on that §nemer
afternoon he paid scares attention to for his thtaigwelt
upon the travesty that had befallen him. Gone eze
thoughts of Italy and romantic poetry for now hgde to
realize that certain forces were at play, whiclihaée
previously been unaware of. He knew not how it b@uhe to
pass that his father had embarked upon these adtesnwhich
he believed would be to his disadvantage, indedrhde
always had a close relationship with his father emald not
understand what had occasioned such a rash action.
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To him Africa was a wild place with few inhabitants
furthermore; he had heard that the Dutch who irtkdlthe
colony were of a most dour nature not given tonfilighip with
England. If memory served him correctly, slaveryssdll
practiced at the Cape, some thing, which he abhbrre
immensely what made the latest revelations mongferable
to him was his father, had been a friend of Wilbezé the
great politician whose actions had brought to ahs&avery in
England. In the course of his travels through thenty, he
though of many things in this regard for what wolbétome
of his hopes of marriage to Arabella Fitz-Gibborud he had
liked her not very much in the beginning but sitfee passing
of her mother, he had grown to like her a great. dea after
the demise of Lady Sarah she had come out of ledirste
laughed at his jests she was a companion of winaldde
said that her mind was sharp seldom had he met somef
her character who quite understood him. Now athedf was at
great peril because of the actions of his father.

Arriving in the late afternoon at Morton he wasegesl by
George who happened to be outdoors “I give you gtayd
Tom how is every one at Oakland?” asked Georgeer§eune
is in the best of health,” replied Tom with litdevility for he
was not in the mood to be of good society to haghmr-in-
law “Pray George where might | find Mamma?” “| iesle
that she might be in the upstairs library with La;disaid
George. Tom found his way to the library and indéeste he
found his mother with her hand upon his sisterargeld belly
“Tom welcome come feel for it seems that the chiith in
has begun to kick” said Lady Ann. “l assume thaangethe
nature of the child is well?” asked Tom. “Indeedsit
fortunate sign for it means that the child is sybsaid Lady
Ann “Pray what brings you to Morton for | see byuyo
countenance that some thing is amiss?” she said

“Indeed Mamma father has imparted to me some Very i
conceived news concerning my future life,” replieam as he
flung himself in to a chair.” Really Tom if you at@ behave
this badly every time you recived bad news it isvomder
your papa grows upset with you. How pray is deaabgila?
Asked Lady Ann. “She is well | had occasion to shsome
verse with her but this morning before papa afiednne with
the news that | am to go to Africa,” he replied “®lamma
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what am | to do he sobbed | am to loose Arabellafoareer
in Africa,” he continued.

“There now Tom | will have a word with your papaevhl
return next week | am sure we will be able to fiodne way
in which all of us can be content” said Lady Anmy‘gour
tears lad it is not seemly for a man to cry in camyg she
continued.
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CHAPTER EIGHTEEN
Come sir a gentleman does not behave in this faskaid Sir
Thomas. “| wonder at you husband do you not seeytiiang
tom is distressed at the thought of leaving heamnthhome for
parts foreign” said Lady Ann “Madam | am acutelyaa of
what ales my son” replied Sir Thomas flushed ahbee
addressed in this fashion by his wife.

“It might be of concern to you sir to know that @am is
distressed at the possibility of leaving one whddar to him
for the wilds of Africa, never more to see the wonoh whom
he is deeply affectionate” replied Lady Ann.

“Indeed madam | was unaware of this encumbranqaiec
Sir Thomas “I beg that you inform me this instahthe
circumstances of this development” he replied. ‘{Desband
it might please you to know that since the untinggynises of
dear Sarah Tom has become has given his hearatmeha
and had hopes of a nuptial with the sweet girl.t ihaf
course until you decided otherwise,” replied LadynA

“Well we shall have to see what we can do in thigation”
said Sir Thomas “madam how is it come about thatkmew
of these actions while you did not inform me atiyearliest
convenience?” he asked of his wife.

“Truth be told dear husband this was the objec¢hefvisit of
the visit of our dear Sarah and Arabella so thay thight
better become acquainted” she replied

“Tom would you be so kind as to bring Arabella bitlas |
would know what she thinks of this” said Sir Thom@sce
Tom had left the chamber his shoulders sunken |sada
countenance upon his brow for he was of the opithahhis
father would tolerate no oppression to his willrézhgreatly
the forthcoming conversation between the womarohed
and his father.

“Ann had you but informed me of this developmerdrser |
might have endeavored to put in Lord Fits-Gibbaniad the
idea of such a union been most fortuitous to bottfamilies.
For | can see the good of it yet you have left mg indeed
deserted me entirely with out a mast on this oocésbir

71



Thomas said. Using as was his usage of old a tewal
describing the direst of situations.

“Thomas | must beg you to compose yourself for goeiquite
in a rage and this will reflect badly on the mirfdsoung
Arabella” said Lady Ann “I will not believe this inot a
conception of the boys mind to escape from doisgdiy”
said Sir Thomas. “l will have it from the girl beélong and
the truth will out,” he continued.

“Sir you mistake yourself Tom is a good lad and dl his
duty both to his family and to the girl,” said Ladyn “Indeed
madam it is a ill construed plan that you and thg fiave
hatched for you knew of my labors on his part ttuse an
occasion for him for advancement. Yet you have fdug
against me in every direction in this matter,” s&idThomas

“Husband age has made you obstinate for if youagifit your
mind back and reflect a certain young navel offiwéh poor
prospects once approached my father for my handvéied
was it that convinced him?” she asked. “True Ananyfather
was sour and would not accept a navel man for dniglter
but for other reasons then the ones you now puitdiat for
Tom,” said Sir Thomas

“I believe the reasons to be the same for wastifordove
that you married? How so then young Tom who woualdbe
parted with the girl for no other cause then loregilied Lady
Ann growing angry at what she perceived as herdmcb
stubbornness.

“there came to the door of the chamber a light khdnging
open the door Sir Thomas was confronted by Aratiatia
Arabella pray enter for Lady Ann and | would hatvé¢ha truth
of certain remarks that have passed this day” Saidhomas.

“Arabella made her obedience’s upon entering ahdsan a
chair waiting her fine golden hair reflecting thenbght which
spilled into the chamber from the open window.

"Arabella | would beg to inform you that you havenz

nothing that could ever change our feelings of land
devotion to your person and that of your dear fdtbaid Sir
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Thomas. “I am right glad to hear this Uncle Thorfuad
feared that | had done some thing to anger youtlzatdvould
have caused me great distress,” said the young woma

“Now Arabella tell me plainly if this is true Tonah informed
me that you are fond of him and would have himysk dear
papa for your hand?” said Sir Thomas

“Tom has been a good friend o me in the late sadiined has
filled my heart indeed he has been of great consiote dear
Mamma left us,” replied Arabella. “Quite so andlsigthe
duty of a loyal cousin to stand by and support dagsly in
such sad times,” said Sir Thomas.

“However | must ask you do you have any deep affadh
your heart for Tom?” asked Sir Thomas “Uncle | mus
confess that there are feelings mutual that haseébetween
us Tom informed me of his deepest love for me amave
reciprocated by telling him that | love him toodid Arabella.
“There you have it the truth is out as you would believe
our son you have heard in now from the girl,” dagdly Ann.
“I am aware now of the circumstance of this affasaid Sir
Thomas now convinced of the depth of the love efdbuple.
Throwing himself into a chair, he contemplateddanoment
a bird sang in the garden the voice of the smakhitre filling
the room bringing him once more to his reason.Heocould
not remain in a state of agitation when a bird ghddorth
such a song of merriment.

Rising he rung the bell which brought one of thevaets’ into
the chamber “Pray ask young master Tom to joinitety,
said Sir Thomas. Departing the chamber the sefwamied on
his way to find Tom.

“Now my dear it might be wise to write to your fatrand
inform him of your feelings for Tom for | shall ¢aimly have
occasion once | have finished my task in Londoprtizeed
Northward with Tom to speak with your father orsthiatter.
Pray take a moment to consider what you would woitgour
papa and when you have done so hand me your fetter
shall deliver it directly we meet him” Said Sir Tihas.
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“Entering the chamber now Tom came with fear and
trepidation for he knew not what way the weathedyaad
turned for or against him. Thus, he was anxioustow if
Arabella would consent to be his wife or nay ifvixes to
wander in African a stranger in a forbidding land.

“l have bethought” me self said Sir Thomas “and se
occasion where with all our hopes and desires nagbhe
stroke be met” he continued, “Pray tell all” saiady Ann
now anxious to have an end to the argument. 4irnigple my
dear wife for if these to young people would mdrefore
going to Africa it would be a pleasurable thing Tom to
serve away with a wife in Africa thus he will gaialuable
experience and one hopes preferment more hastityah
young unmarried officer with little prospects. Yiadeed |
will see Lord Fits-Gibbon directly we leave Londamd see
what arrangement can be made in regard dowry anlikén”
said Sir Thomas

“Why husband | have always wondered what | sawoin gnd
yet you make it plan you are most fortunate in yiouesight
for you have of an instant made all things fit tlgtand
properly together” said Lady Ann.
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CHAPTER NINETEEN
“More tea my dear Lady St Vincent?” asked Lady Ann
proffering the tea pot in the direction of Marthavincent.
“No thank you Lady Ann | have been drinking far tmany
cups of tea of late,” said Lady St Vincent. It h&gn quite
some time since | last visited the counties lifd awn keeps
one so busy that one seldom finds time to evenidena
holiday in the counties,” said Lady St Vincent. ‘idever
since the peace John has found that he has muetidim
reflection and thus we are come at last to my dephew’s
house,” said Lady St Vincent nodding in the directof
William Parker.

“Dear William and Emily have been so kind to us baedly
ever experiences such pleasant company in societyan
days” said Lady St Vincent. “Quite so” said hisriship the
Earl of St Vincent. They had come into the countiegisit
with there relatives. Lady Ann upon hearing of éhpresents
in the home of there brother-in law Parker hacbsetat once
to make the esteemed couples acquaintance foriesed it
as a great privilege to meet the famed Earl whodwa so
much for England in the field of navel warfare.

She was certain that Sir Thomas would be most puby the
fact that he was currently away and would not haee
occasion to meet the St Vincent’s. “Do you plasty long
in the county asked Lady Ann?” “A fortnight maybegplied
Lady Martha. “My dear husband will be so put outriot
been here to have met you. However a matter ofifjami
business will delay him in London | should imagfregid
Lady Ann “That is a pity for | am sure that my hasl and he
would have much to speak about been old sea dsajsl”
Lady Martha “ quite so” remarked the Earl as hektanother
sip of tea from the delicate china cup.

“Sir Thomas on one occasion related to me on hdstups
wit in the House of Lords when been questioned,esthimg
about the French coming” said Lady Ann. “Madanah only
assume it was the remark | made in the year 04 nad say,
my Lords that the French will not come. | say ottigy will
not come by sea" said the earl.
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“The very thing Sir Thomas said of you my Lord iedea
very sharp wit you have sir,” said Lady Ann “Wilby step
out with me sister-in-law? Asked Emily now growiagare
that the earl whose countenance had been tillverig
moment one of fond remembrance exceedingly dank. Fo
Emily parker perceived that the presence of Lady Aas not
to the liking of the old sea dog and as such shddwaot want
it said that her husbands relative was been pexvaipon far
more then polite society allowed.

“Yes shall we walk the maze for a spell?” askedyLAdn
linking her arm into that of her hostess. “I thinkill obliged
to join you” said Lady Martha who did not fancy ttempany
of the gentlemen for she knew of old that men winen
company prefer the females of society to amuse $bbras
with out making it an obligation of the men to kebhpm
company when they speak of the hunt and guns aridather
things that are in mans domain.

“It has been a fine summer uncommonly hot” saidyLAdn
as they strolled in the maze. | should imagine Wizn winter
comes we will long for these fine days,” remarketill.

“Sir Thomas of course is a man for all seasongahmebe
found in the Avery at all hours of the day and nigispecting
his birds” said Lady Ann. “does your husband cdillacds?
Asked Lady St Vincent lighting upon a subject fdromn she
had an interest in fact a very deep love for hesbhand had
brought her a parrot on one of his trips from fgreparts.
“Yes dear Lady he is exceeding fond of birds hagls
publish a book on the avian life of southern Endlagafore to
long” replied Lady Ann. “That is the most remarlaliing
for | am a great admirer of birds in there natstate, | have
often watched the birds as they have flown soutlthfe
winter” remarked Lady Martha

The ladies wandered trough the garden enjoyindgtiee
summer afternoon until it was time for Lady Anndiepart.
“You must come again soon sister-in-law” said Emiifgs
that | will,” said Lady Ann as she mounted the htdwkt had
brought her. For she had a new and certain fondoe$er
new relatives the Parkers more over the chancessimg out
on the pleasant company of Lady St Vincent was sihing
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she could not bear to forego, for while in the mémewoman
had found much of common interest. Lady Ann’s isdive
mind seeking out those aspects of the life of lesv friend
made her exceedingly happy.

Missive

TO

Sir Thomas Sterley,
Picardy Hotel
London

From

Lady Ann Sterley,
Oakland Park
Surrey

September 1814

Dearest Husband | have the pleasure of informingtiiat
yesterday | had the great honor of taking tea thiéhEarl and
Lady St Vincent at the home of William Parker.

It came as a pleasant surprise to me to discoaeMtiliam is
the nephew of Lady St Vincent. The Earl and hischaide
had come into the county to visit with there relatsand had
occasion to stop at the Parkers for a fortnight.

| beg to inform you that should the matter of Toendmded in
good time you might take measures to hasten ydunréor
as | informed his lordship you are an old sea dat)yeu
would have much to speak about

Your loving wife
Ann
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CHAPTER TWENTY
“Well my dear it is settled “Lord Charles is vemgceptive to
the idea of a match between our Tom and Arabeda Sir
Thomas as he warmed his backside over the firds‘iEimost
fortuitous news, we shall have to start preparatmtronce”
said Lady Ann. “The meeting at fleet street werdedingly
well | even managed to call upon Lord Hood who yoll
remember my dear is an old friend of the navy,”agwd Sir
Thomas. “This news of Tom and Arabella we shallehim
publicize,” said Lady Ann “Pray how long before thil
have to leave for the colony?” asked Lady Ann ‘Bnjamin
gave me to understand that it would be three mdmthse
thus my dear we have at least two months in whoanake
and prepare for the wedding. Lord Charles hastsaidill
consider a dowry of twenty thousand pounds for goun
Arabella,” said Sir Thomas. “That dear husbandhésleast he
could do after leaving the poor child in our caseduch an
extended season. One contemplate son the fadighss
hardly seen his daughter for almost a year” renthtlay
Ann crossly for she was unaccustomed to such parent
neglect in her immediate family. “I am given to enstand
that Lord Charles is to be married again with ia ylear,” said
Sir Thomas.

“Sir you never cease to amaze me with your knowdealyd
facts pray what and who is the lady who is the ctbjé his
affections?” she asked. | tis | believe a ladyadr
acquaintance or at least some one you knew in youth now
a woman of most sober habits Miriam Lady Fortesaue
will of course remember her from an occasion whenspent
a season at Moorcroft Hall,” said Sir Thomas

“Sir | liked her not then and | know | will no likeer now a
pugnacious child if memory serves,” replied LadynAwho it
seemed was growing agitated in the extreme with bawf
news her husband imparted to her concerning Loat|€h for
had her beloved Cousin Sarah not been a good widettiey
had been long separated because of the constodintsd
Charles’s occupation in the House of Lords butiyadeparted
Sarah’s memory deserved a better recognition thée t
replace with in the year by a new mistress in titeGibbon
household.
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“Indeed had her husband struck her with a pokemshdd
not have been as surprised as she now was by Weafd¢he
impending nuptials of Lord Charles and Lady Forbesc

“Pray dear husband is Arabella aware of these ratioes of
her papa?” asked Lady Ann “Lord Charles informstha he
has long since communicated his feelings of affectd the
lady in question as she was a companion of deah3ar
replied Sir Thomas as he moved away from the fineckv
although hot upon his backside was not as hoteas th
interrogation that his wife was subjecting him to.

“I fancy that he has told a miss truth for if helha
communicated such to Arabella she would of a catdiave
informed me,” said Lady Ann “It is guilt Sir thatakes Lord
Charles to offer such a large dowry for | can seether
reason for he has neglected his daughter for coynpfan
another woman,” she remarked

“Dear sweet Ann peace, peace | beg you there ightdahat
we can do about Lord Charles, but for Arabella ae do
much, pray content yourself with this knowledgecaa make
her one of us welcome her into the family love ahdrish her
as a daughter and a sister all the days of ous.livear not
madam for already these past months the dear shigthas
found a place in the hearts of every one of us.v8lide a
good wife to Tom a wonderful daughter to us bott an
eventually a mother to our grand children Pray dibdistress
yourself madam. For | fear you will suffer the mégghtful
indigestion for you eat when you are upset andtg&a not
recognition of your health, | beg you be at peawktaink on
the wonderful life that awaits the happy couplevbbm we
are so fond,” said Sir Thomas.

“As usual you are right, one cannot however belitnet a
man would be as insensitive as to remarry whemwhléhas
been in the tomb less then a year,” said Lady Anshe
poured herself a glass of Elderberry wine. The siotes upon
which she took strong drink were few and far betwee
however on this occasion it seemed to her thahsheded to
have a little fortification with in before she fatgoung
Arabella with the news that she was to be martiedtas not
as if the matter had not been discussed while I$anTas and

79



young Tom were away however it was not at that timeawn
as a certainty now that matters had come to a tieadate of
the impending nuptials would have to be agreed uparther
more Lady Ann was troubled by little sleep of lageshe was
worried for Lydia who had grown uncommon big in thst
month Lady Ann began to believe that the child whem
might not be one but to by the size of Lydia’s Y€lthis was
of great concern to her as Lydia was of a sliglitband
would if not helped correctly suffer greatly in kehgirth.

Young Tom in the mean while had gone to find hiardet
Arabella and impart to her the news that they weitge
married there after they would depart to the Cdpeamnd
Hope to take up the appointment which Sir BenjaBathurst
had procured for Tom as an aid to Lord Charles $sete
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CHAPTER TWENTY ONE
“Lady St Vincent told me of a certainty that whesxhwe are
in London that we must call upon her and his Loiplskaid
Lady Ann. “It is indeed gratifying that you madesth
acquaintance” replied Sir Thomas once more warrigsg
hands over the fire.

“I t came as a most welcome news to hear that tlagycome
into the county, and to find out that they wereyistg with the
Parkers, at Leaton well that made me decided taipah the
Parkers and make known your achievements to histhip,”
said Lady Ann

“Pray was his lordship the earl well disposed taryealling?”
asked Sir Thomas growing concerned that his witk ha
committed another social mistake by forcing hespree
upon the unsuspecting peer.

“Indeed he was most interested to hear of youripatte late
wars” remarked Lady Ann Mr Parker talked at greagth of
your fine quality as a seaman and leader of mdrg” s
continued. “That is most gratifying | shall callarpThe
Parkers directly do you perchance know if the Siicént’s
have left the county?” asked Sir Thomas.

“I have hopes that they still might be at LeatdraVe seen the
new library there Mr. Parker has done a wondedhlgf
buying the very best of current books indeed ifiaydas with
me she should have asked to see the anonymous iaiyngf
genteel birth collections. Although | fancy itriet a very big
collection,” said Lady Ann.

“William Parker has funds aplenty to apply to the
extravagances to make his home one of the belséiodunty”
remarked Sir Thomas. “How came it that brothein Parker
came by his fortune?” asked Lady Ann.

“There is a tale in the making a self made manisboother
in Law Parker,” said Sir Thomas. “For when | kneiwmany
years since in the navy he was but a lowly midshipm
without many prospects but he married well, speedlin
Sugar in the West Indies and made a fortune,” Said
Thomas.
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“You of course know that Emily’s family are extreiye
wealthy having made there money in the Americaimeo
thing to do with the slave trade,” said Sir Thoni#tschanges
nothing dear Emily is one of the sweetest peojieow | do
not believe for a moment that she was ever personal
involved in that despicable trade of poor unfortesavho
through no fault of there own were stolen and ssldo much
of a commodity,” replied Lady Ann.

“Madam | did not insinuate that sister in law Parkas a
slave trader | mentioned but the fact that her fatmd in
former times been the proprietors of a number afesi
vessels” said Sir Thomas exasperated with his @bfginacy.

“If the St Vincent's be at Leaton | feel inclinea go hither
with you husband” said Lady Ann changing the sutdgest
her husband grow angry with her. “They are sucleagant
couple one would think that they had many friendsdciety,”
she continued.

“Nelson was and remains popular among all claseafmen
but | am assured that his lordship the earl istiyrdized by
many officers” said Sir Thomas. “husband he hasatdom
for thanks | am sufficiently happy to know thathmes done
his duty to England and that he has been adequatebrded
for his part,” said Lady Ann fearing that once mbeg
husband would fall into a state of melancholia feew
considering how little he had achieved in relatiomthers
who had served.

“Pray dear wife did you speak with Arabella on teeasion
of the forthcoming nuptials?” asked Sir Thomashdle she
was delighted to hear it but | have an idea thah Booke the
news to her before she spoke with me for she wiisisatly
unsurprised as to inform of such” remarked Lady Ann
Indignant at the fact that her first born had taktampon
himself to inform the young woman of the situation.

“Lord Charles was suitably impressed with our Tatlicg
him my boy and giving him to understand that held@all
upon him at any time for fatherly advice shouldétneeded,”
said Sir Thomas. “| fear that | became quite indiginat the
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fact but as he is of superior rank | forbore hidimation to be
kind to Tom and kept my peace,” said Sir Thomas.

“That insufferable man | am still quite in a stafalistress on
the matter of which we spoke earlier in regard dod_
Charles,” said Lady Ann.

“Arabella will as his heir inherit a substantiattiane of him,”
said Sir Thomas “That I think sir is the only redeeg feature
of the man,” said Lady Ann her face flushed. Far slould
not tolerate the man to stay even one hour in @aklgor she
was of the opinion that he had betrayed a sacuostl tr
Classing him as cut from the same cloth as thajadhe Earl
of Waterford of whom they had heard much of a dsging
nature.

Tom and Arabella found themselves wandering thdegar
while the aforementioned conversations between lady
and Sir Thomas took place. They chanced upon
William who was industriously digging a ditch wighfew
workmen “Greetings brother” said Tom. “Pray what gou
doing if I might make my self so bold as to aslgyeired
Tom.

“There is a certain type of grass that grows upenbanks
which is of its nature more succulent and sortrdfiebirds
now | plan to make this ditch a type of bank fopaa
enjoyment for | perceive that of late he has dgwetba
shortness of breath and a limp. | would not hawe hi
wandering far from the house unattended in sedrbisdirds
thus | bring the birds closer,” said William

“That is most thoughtful | did not notice but | diake heed
to make his life a little more comfortable” remadkEhomas.
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CHAPTER TWENTY TWO
The nuptials of Thomas and Arabella been compliet¢e
first week of October arrangements were then potder for
there going to the Cape of Good Hope.

It had been arranged that they would take the ctmtbwn
accompanied by Sir Thomas and Lady Ann. Lord Jotth a
Lady Miriam would follow from Morton the following
afternoon. Due to Lady Ann strictly forbidding Loddhn and
the new Lady Fit-Gibbon from staying at Oakland$iomas
had pleaded to many guests in his house thus hdship and
Lady Fits-Gibbon had been put up at Morton quite
comfortably enjoying there stay there for a numifeveeks
while calling upon the inhabitants of Oakland norenthen
social occasions justified.

Thus on Thursday morning the newly married coupteosit
in the coach for London in the hope of arrivinglg&o call
upon some society friends whom they had not seanwhile.

“The coach rumbled along the road towards Londdhiwi
Lady Ann was addressing her new Daughter in lavawN
remember my dear that you should always allow Towhat
his scribbling for this is one of his quirks anashl you
choose to disallow this he can be the most unptedstow”
“Indeed Mamma | have hopes of making Tom the hagtpie
man alive, for he has certainly made me the happfes
woman” observed Arabella.

“Now Tom you will remember to write frequently fohave
an expectation that you will inform us all of theeats and
society at the Cape” said Lady Ann.

“As circumstances allow Mamma | will endeavor t@ege/ou
fully informed” remarked Tom. “Son | hesitate tdkdsiowing
that Lord Charles will | am sure keep you occugtada large
amount of the time you are there. However if yon fiad the
time please observe for me the ornithology of tap&Cand
write to me in the most descriptive detail of thhabits and
the appearance” said Sir Thomas.
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“I shall endeavor by all possible means to applthia
accord” replied Tom. Who was content to comply it
father wishes, for if it had not been for his pagavould not
now be married to the handsomest woman he knew.

For when he considered how much his parents hae fion
him in regard to there efforts to find him a pasitin the
world, and a woman with whom he could share heshié was
content for he was the happiest person he kneWwroé it had
not been his intent to depart for the Colony betdadvantages
as his father had explained to him would offsetsimall
disadvantage of not going to Italy for he considdtet he
could write equally well in the Cape as in Italy.

“I have sent a letter to Lady Barnard you will rksae was at
the Cape for a number of years and has an extensive
knowledge of the customs of the place” said Lady A%
most fortuitous connection for it is always gooktmw the
custom of parts foreign” said Sir Thomas.

“I was indeed fortunate in making her acquaintamben she
returned from Africa, at that time she had muchkayp on the
occasion of the place” remarked Lady Ann.

Arriving in London the Sterley’s made themselves
comfortable in a house which they had previoustgdin
Oxford street. After spending the first evenindpaine they
setout the next morning to find out all they cofirtsm some
one who knew the place far better then any one khew
Lady Anne Barnard lived in a house of moderate sie=had
been in former times the hostess for the zd Macartney
Who has been some time governor of the Cape of Glope:.

“Upon been shown into the drawing room they wer¢ loye
the lady herself who's vibrancy and allure of ratpble
society seldom found in London. Delighted Sir Theraad
Lady Ann for Ann Sterley had given to understarat #ntrust
of quite some responsibility had been placed upen t
shoulders of her eldest son. Lady Barnard made rofittte
young couple congratulating them on there reseiatnun
remarking upon her marriage to her late husbanéSirew.
For Lady Barnard it was indeed a rare pleasurestodtied
upon to impart her knowledge of the Cape to thengozouple
for she had been made aware of the circumstandég of
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young couple’s mission to the Cape. Further moeevehs
aware of Young Tom'’s desire to be a writer of roo@rThis
had captured her imagination; indeed as the viegi@ssed
she would take every occasion to advance Tom'satfmis
to write much to the discomfort of Sir Thomas.

When the question of Lord Charles arose it becgmparent
that the dear Lady did not think much of the noldarfor she
was privy through private communications with lotagsling
friends at Cape Town of certain directions gived aaotions
taken by the governor and these did not endowewtierany
measure of trust in his ability to govern that pléairly.

The old woman spoke at length of her experiencéseaCape
giving young Arabella to understand that althoug Dutch
at the C ape might at first seem to be a dour itit mo
redeeming features one has to grow to know themave
extended period before one realizes that they arewand
friendly delighting in the simple pleasures of dpthings well
and working hard. For as Lady Barnard put it “thisreo
cozier spot then in the Dutch kitchen where wonmanaa
work” She further more placed Arabella under angattion to
write to her of her own experiences in the Capas the visit
at an end Lady Anne Barnard rose and crossed taifitarg
table drawing from a compartment a hand full afelet she
presented them to Arabella and said” My dear | haeed to
make your introduction to Cape society a little measy thus
| give to some letters of introduction to somelaf foremost
residents of that place” Arabella made her curtgy thanked
the lady profoundly. While Lady Ann Sterley rematien the
there longstanding friendship and hoped to see Badyard
soon for it had been far to long since she haddash down
to the country. Lady Barnard accepted the invitatiod said
that she would try to be at Oakland with in thetrfew
months thus saying the Sterley’s took there ledieady Ann
Barnard.

Having left the home of this delightful relic aptbceeded at
almost one o’clock pm to there rented home to athait
arrival of his Lordship who was calling to wish ldigughter a
safe journey for he was in great haste to makéuarrédome
before embarking on his delayed wedding holiday.
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Upon there return they had scarce time to prepeafieaé Lord
Charles and Lady Miriam arrived to bit Arabella armm
Godspeed on there journey to the Cape. The vistaveery
formal one with Lady Ann maintaining a frost silerall the
whilst Lord Charles was in the house, while Sir fias tried
his best to make every one pleasantly comfortatgecould
quite understand his wife’s attitude to Lord Fit&@n but he
did so wish that she would make it a little lessiobs.

The following morning Tom and Arabella went on bar
HMS Ocean which was moored in the port of London in
readiness to sail with the turn of the ties.

Sir Thomas and Lady Ann bid there son and new daugh
tearful good bye they remained long on the doclchiag as
the ship slowly made its way down river, a teartingtthe
corner of there respective eye.

Missive

Thomas Sterley

Gibraltar

Sir Thomas Sterley

Oakland

Surrey

15" October 1814

Dearest Papa,

We have reached Gibraltar we had hopes of makitigrbe
speed but Captain Braithwaite has said we musegaavith
caution for it has been spread abroad that Napdiasn
escaped Elba as to the veracity of this statemesmhot tell.
You might remember the good captain as he | bebeveed
under your command aboard HMS Sovereign as a
midshipman. He holds his current command due tetfuets
of Lord Nelson under whom he served at the Nile.

Captain Braithwaite was kind enough to relate o th
assembled company of your kindness and undersigodin
your care for the men under your command. Thisgvasted
with great approval by the assembled company mémhom
are old hands at the Cape.

Captain Braithwaite sends his warmest felicitatiand was
pleased to find us in his company we have dinet iith on a
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number of occasions and | find him to be the matstligent
of men with a vast knowledge of the sea and sea lor

Pray papa | beg you that on the instant of thé lmftmy
nephew that you write and inform us for we are most
affectionate of our sister Lydia

Give Mamma our affections and my love to all thenifst at
Oakland

Your obedient son

Thomas Sterley
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CHAPTER TWENTY THREE

Dear husband do sit down and stop pacing so fanheot read
this letter | have recived from dear Arabella,” seked Lady
Ann. “l fear | shall not sit down madam for | tovearecived a
letter of the greatest importance from Tom,” saidT®omas

Indeed | believe the nature of Tom’s communicatidhbe in
a similar vein to that | have of Arabella,” replieddy Ann

Missive

Arabella Sterley,
Cape Town,

Cape of Good Hope
3 December 1814

To: Lady Ann Sterley
Oakland Park
Notheringay

Surrey

England

Dearest Mamma,

Having arrived here but a short while ago | feftrioper to
write and advise you that the Cape is one of thedgst
places in the entire world. The mountain when spased
puts on its table cloth of cloud and is the mosgrsgid thing
to observe.

We have found a little house in Long Market sti@®t of the
best streets in the colony and here we have sathgme in
the most domestic bliss. With the help of onewfDutch
neighbors Mrs. Viljoen a matronly woman of manyrgeaVe
managed to find the most delightful cook and a nema
house servants.

Last evening we had the very great honor of dinwty his
lordship the governor Lord Charles is an indifféraend
difficult man who delights in the rule of law far his
household every thing is done to an order and fdpsm that
| have seldom seen.
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| fear that Tom will soon run afoul of his lordshkifemper if
he dose not trim his sails and obey to the lettgramd every
instruction that his lordship issues. | am rightwria a highly
agitated state of nerves as Tom has been summoratbind
his lordship the messenger came early with a ateTtom
was to come on a matter of the greatest urgency.

Dear Mamma please allow me to put your fears tbaesur
behalf for Tom has just returned and imparted tamee
following news his lordship has signaled out Tomdo
mission of the greatest importance. | had fearatltie would
fall under his lordships displeasure after a ceritacident
concerning a gravy boat last evening during difmavever
Lord Charles has found Tom to be exactly the tyfggeoson
he needs for an excursion into the interior ofdbentry. The
mission is to take several months and | fear thétl be all
alone while Tom goes into the interior to map vétbertain
Captain Barrow a number of places which have presho
been explored but not properly mapped or detailed.

The purpose of this excursion is to find suitatdéitations for
a number of new settler parties which Lord Chaddsying to
get the government to agree to send to the Cape.

This is the best news for it means a rapid advaeo¢for
Tom, | have just this instant recived a note td wpbn her
ladyship thus | close this letter one of the hippepple at the
Cape

My love to all at Oakland’s please give my deep@st to
Lydia and George and if the letter arrives aftertlessed
event of the birth of there first child.

Your Loving daughter

Arabella

Missive

Thomas Sterley
Cape Town,

Cape of Good Hope
3“ December 1814
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To: Sir Thomas Sterley
Oakland Park
Notheringay

Surrey

England

Dear papa,

While we were at Gibraltar we hear that the Fremehe out
and that Napoleon had escaped which put us in {gaeatWe
proceeded from Gibraltar with caution in the expgoh of
meeting a new French fleet bent on war in this weeew
fortunate enough to find none. However as we clasethe
coasts of Africa we chanced one morning to haveett to
quarters for the foretops men had sighted a saihkhown
origin the men with the spy glass told us thatwhe a
Barbary pirate out from her base in Algeria thusreedied
ourselves in the event of battle and ran beforé\ied
Captain Braithwaite not wanting to expose the Iadied
children on board to the sights of heated battbe.this we
gave him our appreciation. However the ship beganiigg
and we were forced to stand ready to sell our ldesgly. It
was at 2 o’clock PM that the vessel came in ramgkta our
great surprise found ourselves in the companypfvateer
under the command of James Aubrey you will of ceurs
remember captain Aubrey for the hot work he did mvhe cut
out the French man of war “Le Emperor” at Marsadtlleeems
that he was also under the impression that Napolesnout.
We continue din his company for a number of dayereehe
began to inspect some of the North African ports tive
continued to the Cape.

Upon our arrival we were reliably informed that gtery of
the French been out was a falsehood spread by tiose
would sooner see us once more at war to suit there
pockets then to see us at peace. A fast sloopbediaken us
while on the way to the Cape with the fortunate si¢vat the
emperor is still tucked up safely in Elba withlétprospect of
him getting of that island.

| had occasion this very morning to attended Lohdu(®s

who has imparted to me a mission of the utmost mapce
concerning inspection of an area known as the Zelar¢Sour

91



field) for settlement by prospective people of farghquality
from England. As this is a mission close to Lorca@és’s
heart | would ask that you do not spread it abraad such
time as it has been officially confirmed. Theraigreat
depletion of persons in the area in question. rably
informed by Lord Charles and a number of those |geiopthe
office of the governor that it is one of the beaittp of the
interior for settlement. The fact that there isoanasional
disruption by the natives is of no concern for superior fire
power keeps them in obedience of our rule.

Thus in a weeks time | shall begin my exploratiéthe
African interior | am of the opinion that it will\ge me much
time upon which to work upon a new book of versécih
have lately begun.

Your obedient son
Thomas Sterley

“Pray dear husband who is this captain Aubrey aémiTom
speaks?” asked Lady Ann. “You will recall my deaattit was
in the year12 when the America’s declared war ogl&d.
That we first heard of a dashing young commander ah
ruse extracted the frigate John from a very precaarposition
in New York harbor” said Sir Thomas. “Indeed | riéthat at
the time you said it was a hot piece of work,” reglLady
Ann.

“Quite so well the dashing young office was nortgeothen
Captain James Aubrey | believe he has some coonectithe
earl of Waterford a nephew of sorts I think,” s&id Thomas.

“really husband his lordship if ever thing you have
communicated to me is true is the most insuffergjolent in
the whole of Ireland | am surprised that you cchagre any
thing good to say a bout a relative of his” remdrkady Ann.

“It is remarkable that some one from his lordsHagmsily can
be of such a daring nature | have heard that hesshys
actions on those of Lord Nelson you will recall dsar that
the men used to follow the gallant Nelson in tovhey heat
of battle with out a care as if they were goingltarch. Well
captain Aubrey is very much the same if | am nattakien he
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is currently seeking out enemies of England ingtwad
Barberry vessel and err long the gazettes willlieof his
exploits,” said Sir Thomas.

“Is he not the same captain Auberry of HMS Surisksked
William Parker who had been sitting listening irttgto the
conversation. “I do not think so for Captain Jarhebrey is a
young man of but four and twenty, whilst Captairbfey of
whom you speak is a man of some seniority,” rent&ie
Thomas.

“At this rate dear husband one can say that thacgeis full
of Aubrey’s, said Lady Ann thinking herself quitevé. “The
gentlemen looked at each other for a moment bef@rédea
of what Lady Ann had said struck them. Sir Thomas w
unable to contain his mirth and begun to shakesponse to
the jest that his wife had just made. “Indeed maglamare
quite in form this afternoon.

“It is indeed gratifying to know that Lord Charl#sgnks so
highly of your son that he sends him on a missiosuch
importance,” remarked Emily Parker. Who did not erstiand
the wit of Lady Ann but was trying to be good compand
have some thing to say. “Yes it is most fortuitthest his
lordship has the good sense to see the qualitpuriiy Tom,
said Lady Ann.

“It is of some concern to me that he is been setd the
country on such a mission has there not been afxsome
sort in the region? Of late asked Mr Parker. “Ir fbeat you
have greatly underestimated our Tom, sir for hedl
equipped to face any adventure which might chapom tis
way,” replied Sir Thomas.

“Come now brother-in law Sterley surly you can ted my
concern is well founded and is in the best intere$tyoung
Tom” remarked Mr Parker. “Quite so, | had not thiougf it
until you mentioned it | trust that the expedittorthe interior
will be well armed and ready for any occasion” said
Thomas.

Missive
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Lady Ann Sterley
Oakland Park
Surrey

Mrs. Arabella Sterley
Long Market Square

Cape Town

Cape of Good Hope

Dearest Arabella,

| am writing this instant having just returned frdsarton to
let you know that our Lydia has been deliveredeffirst
born a handsome boy who lit the world know thahad
arrived by screaming the moment he arrive dinwadd. He
is the most delightful child with a head of redrh&Vhich is
most surprising to us for neither the Parkers nehave any
relation who is of that color.

Papa is the happiest man in the world happy to kneve at
last a grand papa, indeed the moment the messagethat
Lydia was confined we took the coach and rode totbdfowe
found George in a high state of nerves upon oivalrr Not
knowing what to do with himself at one instant vinghto
rush in and assist in the next fearing for dearidyBapa took
him in hand and retired with him to the library wé¢hey had
brandy and cigars. It was most fortunate for it wasan easy
birth and after five hours Lydia was all but spene final
push and the young lad came into the world. Annmgnhis
arrival in the most dissatisfying way by yellingetroof of the
house.

Of course Papa and George upon hearing the nabkedwp
stairs and entered the room much too soon for iewife’s
liking but as you can imagine they were most anximumake
the acquaintance of the new heir to Morton.

Pray when Tom returns please give him my warmest
affections and ask him to write for brother-in-l&arker is
most anxious to hear the good news of his return.

Yours Mamma
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Mrs. Arabella Sterley
Long Market Square
Cape Town

Cape of Good Hope
Lady Ann Sterley
Oakland Park
Surrey

Dearest Mamma,

In reply to yours | will start by congratulatingyand Papa
and indeed the whole family on the birth of Lydibaby. It
has been three months now since Tom set out fantagor. |
must confess that | did not ever think | would niigs as
much as | do. | have had occasion to go aboutdiegowith
hardly ever a chaperone, for the ladies at the @are is not
much which can be said. They spend there days msigle
spent ours at Oakland'’s. For Cape Town is veryipaal and
all the talk is of sheep and horses. The eveniegs Wwould
have been very long had | not made the acquaintainee
woman of some quality from Ireland. Mrs. Aitcheseimose
husband is a general merchant here in the townisShe
most delightful woman who speaks highly of her jmdirt
Ireland of course. She has taught me a great ntamgst about
life at the Cape which | did not know. Indeed fov@aman of
humble birth she is remarkable in her knowledgar only
surmise that this knowledge comes from a life tohe
observation.

Pray give my warmest regards to the whole famil@akland

Yours truly,
Arabella Sterley
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CHAPTER TWENTY FIVE
It was a fine evening the windows were open a sligbeze
was blowing the assembled company were gatherdgkin
drawing room. The Cape at this time of the year was
uncommonly warm the company of gentleman and lauels
taken the opportunity to loosen the proverbial.bisdtthey
relaxed enjoying the fine evening “I hold certa@iservations’
about a number of officials in the colonies goveenifi
remarked Alexander Aitcheson in a slight Scots accé
would be happy sir if you would advise me,” repliegm. “|
have it from a certain doctor who's name shall go
unmentioned that there was an occasion where uygoa tvas
a duel fought much to his lordships displeasuraid $1r
Aitcheson. “I believe | have heard some talk ofrault upon
one of the officers of his lordships staff, requtigin the duel
by a certain medical doctor,” said Tom. “It is attaaof
record that lord Charles has a number of spiesarb@uick
to hurry to the castle with any news that mightvpie
dissatisfaction among the population,” said Mr Agson. “|
think we are all aware of the notoriety of Olivaetspy”
remarked Mrs. Aitcheson who had been following the
conversation from a distance. “I wonder that peaple be so
unpopular, remarked Arabella who like the resthef tolony
was aware of the person known as Oliver the spyaittethat
no one knew who this person of infamy did not stop
society from wondering who he or she was for Oliwes
notorious for hiding his person under various disgsL

“His lordship has always been most attentive towaedand
has always listened even going so far as to addvinis
comments, upon the matters of my resent travedstie
eastern half of the colony” said Tom

“pray Tom tell us of some of the places you sawaar
journey” said Ann Aitcheson “for | hear that sonfdte
country is very reminiscent of England” she congidiu

“Itis a vast country indeed | was much taken kg \hst
forests and plains upon which great herds of ap&efoam,
we chanced upon a region where a great forest eatefor
many days ride here the most magnificent of beastsied
content in there occupation of feeding for the kéay is a
wonderful thing to behold,” said Tom the waterghof
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streams is the clearest in all the land sweetrdgrdnce of
Africa fills ones nose with expectation” he contialu

“my dear madam you might have heard that the extistethe
colony is reminiscent of England it is true tharémnare some
places that have a certain reminiscence but fae mbthe
country is new and unexplored we went much furthen we
were instructed and came at last into the kingdbtheo
Zulu’s a fearsome race bent on expansion of thegrédry.
Had it not been for the murder of there king Sharltaw
seasons back | believe they might even now be rolocer
then they now are. For there King chanced uponnamethod
of warfare unbeknown to those primitive tribes vibib before
them.” There current King a lazy fellow of largeoportions is
content to count the cattle in his kraal. Thus @aras been
averted for | was surprised to find a mission etath quite
close to the Homestead of the king where young woaofidhe
tribe go to be schooled and taught the glorioupeglosf
repentance and the love of Christ” said Tom

It is always pleasing to find that there are thwbe are about
the Lords business” remarked Mrs. Aitcheson.

“I have never held with the London missionary Stcigves
the natives too many airs and graces” remarked &hAson.
“ | am surprised at you sir for | would have thotigfat as a
Scot you would of all people have been more forvhnaking
in this regard” said Arabella.

“Then madam | am afraid | will have to remove that
disillusion from your mind” replied Alexander Aitekon.
“Arabella dear my husband has been in the colongfo
number of years and knows best how these thingk pmay
consider this matter at an end,” said Ann Aitchegan the
good woman feared she knew to well her husband® gt
for those who believed they knew best how to ttieat
natives. She had a long time ago learned that edether
personal beliefs that Alexander Aitcheson son afi@ent
Scots house was not to be persuaded in his b#liefyou
could take the native out of the bush but not tiehtout of
the native.
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“I think sir you are mistaken in your assumptioatthll
natives are bad,” said Tom for in my travels | bagumber in
my company and they seemed to be the happiesopi@e
with joy upon there countenance and greeted eaghnih
vigor,” he continued.

“Then young Tom you have been singularly forturfatd
have in my service a rouge who is like many offéikows a
vagabond who only works under the most seriousrsigien
and is one of the laziest persons on the facesoé#inth”
replied Alexander Aitcheson.

“Sir | wonder at your description it is like sayiafj Scots see
but money and are concerned about nothing elsd” sai
Arabella crossly. “My dear lady let me tell yowattwhen |
first came to the colony | was like you ready ttidwee the
best of all people but | was soon relieved of mgdjo
intentions when on the very day of my landing robge
relived me of my purse. When caught he was deakdrua
wine shop,” replied Mr Aitcheson. | was surpriseddarn that
he was a free man and not one of those poor wrettlag they
sell upon the block in the square,” he continued

When brought before the magistrate what pray was hi
excuse?” asked Mr Aitcheson “| will tell you he vied
money to show his friends that he was a gentlemhameans.
This been said on my account” he ended.

| believe you have been singular in your bad luck i
connection with regard to the natives” said Tom ramwious
to put an end to the heated debate “ furthermanesi@ut
aside this matter till we have been in the colomyhie longer
so that we might properly form our opinions’, heled.
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CHAPTER TWENTY SIX
Cape of Good Hope
20" February 1815
From
Thomas Sterley
To
Sir Thomas Sterley
Oakland Park Surrey
England

Dearest Papa,

Having recently returned from the eastern parhefdountry |
must advise you that it was a most significantjeyrit is a
wild place with many strange creatures the grettiape
roam freely upon the plains while the elephantaloth there
are a great number prefer to forage in the forests.

| am sending you a few specimens of the bird Ifgau
requested in particular | would draw your attentiorthe
stuffed ibis which is known here as a Ha did aitfor
distinctive call. These creatures are indeed thst momerous
of all ornithological which | have yet observedny travels.

Of life at the Cape there is not much to say unteescounts
the occasional arrivals from England or India, trésy
morning arrived here Captain J Aubrey you will letarote
to you previously of this officer. It appears ttfa¢ reason for
the captain been aboard a Barberry pirate wasttapea
number of similar vessels. However he chanced aperench
brig which was making its way from the Cape undier t
impression that old Bonny was out when the sameexpére
Captain Aubrey very cleverly pretended surrendemnupe
approach of the Frenchman he lead a party aboard th
Frenchman it was | believe a heated battle fohéndourse of
the occurrence a number of first rate officers aash under
the command of the good captain fell never the less
notwithstanding the fact the Frenchman was takemas this
vessel which captain Aubrey then brought back ¢oGhape.

“I was present when Captain Aubrey and the govemmetrit
was to say a most formal meeting, the governobaen
pleased to be placed under an obligation to thkidgs
captain. Arabella is quite taken by the Captain laasl
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prevailed upon me to ask him to dine with us befwesets
out once more for home shores.

| have had occasion to witness a number of inc&lentler
which his lordship has proven to be a very hard,tas |
fear will be his downfall for indeed | have on osican
trembled with anger at some of the remarks madedy
lordship. On other occasions | have overhearddngship
speaking ill of worthy officers who have displea$éth some
of the time the reason be exceedingly small yeldniship
takes it as a personal affront and would soonat theese
officers and gentlemen with a slight then spealnbpef what
irks him.

The disadvantage of Lord Charles’s character was fi
brought to my attention by a gentleman of the cplone Mr
Alexander Aitcheson. Who | believe is related tattfamily
of Musselburg in the Midlothian’s who some time\poaisly
have done some service to the crown. | was relialidemed
that his lordship has sent about the colony a nurmb8pies
who'’s greatest delight is reporting secretly tolbisiship on
all matters continuing in the colony. As you maygme this
has lead to no end of problems for the officerthefcolony
having there every step questioned and then coimifiyib by
the word of paid spies. There is a saying of thetrirdamous
of the spies we no not his real name thus he gomst én
popular imagination and society as Oliver the spy.

Thus | am certain that as soon as | am able to find
advancement out of the colony | will jump at theasbe even
if it means going further away to India for herffe iis
uncommon hard under Lord Charles.

Your obedient son
Thomas

From

Sir Thomas Sterley
Oakland Park
England

To
Thomas Sterley
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Cape Town

Dear Tom,

In reply to yours of the 2oth instant it is withogring concern
| read your words had | but known of the reputatibhord
Charles | would as a matter of course have declined
commission. However that been said it is bestybatpursue
to the best of your abilities every opportunityttheesents
itself for the good of your reputation and the goadne of the
family. | fear Lord Charles is a great man with pan
important social connections and it would but #etiio him to
spoil your reputation with innuendo and slandeeaBé sir
remember that you have brothers who will soon niedihd
commissions and as we are of noble house with littlsignify
us from the countless other small houses | woutdizest you
try by all means possible to appease Lord Chafledhe
honest sir | would advise you to have a care amdider you r
family before you act in a way which would bringasie to
the name of Sterley.

I have spoken with Lord Hood of the navy in coniwtivith
Captain Aubrey he imparted to me that the captabound
for great things, it would be a good connectiomtke by all
means invite him to dine and offer him every coasaion at
your disposal.

Give our warmest regards to dear Arabella

Yours affectionately
Thomas Sterley

“Sir Thomas sealed the letter and sat for a moment
considering what he would do next upon the tabferieehim
sat the ibis which Tom had sent him it was a masidsome
peace. Some thing that he could cherish and digplay best
advantage. He was pleased with the bird for heidered it
his singular fortune to posses such a wonderftil ¢ie was
sure that there were very few persons of qualityhé@whole
of England who had such a thin gin there possession

It was a cold winter morning the crack in the windolew

cold air into the chamber Sir Thomas rose and tisegoker
to build the fire up
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CHAPTER TWENTY SEVEN
“Itis a certainty we the Corsican rouge has estdfiba” said
Sir Thomas “I cannot say it is unexpected” remaétiiam
Parker. "There have been expecting some thingeo$dht for
a while now,” said Sir Thomas “No doubt we will soonce
more be at war” said Mr Parker. “I f | was a young&n |
would volunteer for a command at an instant,” <id
Thomas. “Dear husband you surprise me for did yaiuswear
you would never take another recommend whilst ttirecE
regent ruled?” enquired Lady Ann. “Indeed | saiat thwould
never serve in a government with him at the head,dose
not necessarily follow that | would not serve ie tavy, he
concluded.

| fear dear husband that you have taken leave wf genses
for to serve in the navy would be the same as isgitvie
Prince regent” replied Lady Ann.

“Have no fear on my account madam for | have neritibn
of going off to fight old Bonny, | am aware thaetk are quite
sufficient men of rank who are more adapt at tbis af
warfare then I,” he replied. “What say you brotiei-aw
Parker shall we adjourn to the gun room and tryifies of
brandy?” he asked of his neighbor.

“That sir is a splendid thought | have often wordkeat your
ability to procure at short notice the nectar @& ¢od’s,”
remarked Mr Parker as he rose from his seat bfirdhand
walked out of the room.

“It is but an easy commodity if you know the rightzenue
officers in Notheringay for they have a great swiréhe stuff
set aside for worthies who can pay for it,” saidBiomas
following him out of the room.

“More tea Emily,” enquired Lady Ann as she liftéubttea pot
from the tray.” Thank you sister-in-law that woudd nice,”
said Mrs. Parker “I believe the lad will be christe next
Sunday he is a wonderful child, William is quit&éa by our
grandson,” remarked Emily Parker. It seems thas he be
named George William after his father and grantdefgt she
continued. “I am aware of it Thomas was quite upisat he
did not receive a passing reference in the naming believe
we settled the matter when George promised thateke
child will be given my husbands name,” said LadynAn
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The naming of children can be very troubling fdbiiings the
whole family out every one has some thing to sayharked
Emily Parker. “Pray how is young Peter we havessan
much of him these resent months | assume he wilimeo his
regiment now with Bonaparte been free?” said Ladp.A

“I fear we will not be able to stop him for he ixleed
singularly of the opinion that weather it be peaceavar he
will remain an officer in his regiment a militarareer is his
lot in life,” said Mrs. Parker.

“It is best to leave these men to there own deiizes we
interfere to much they will shortly be in the kighdisrupting
the whole household thus if they will play at soldg then let
them do it for as long as they so desire,” saidyL&dn who
like her companion had experienced life once theisbands
had returned from war.

“I have invited Lydia and George to call on us har®akland
once they have settled the matter of the childisstdning”
said Lady Ann. That is quite a wonderful bit of r&gfasaid
Emily Parker for it meant that now she would hagégo far
to go to see her grand child. “Pray how long iy stay?”
she asked. “One is never certain with George fas Imet one
to leave his estate over long on any excursion bxypect that
Lydia will stay for three weeks,” said Lady Ann

In the gun room a conversation of another kind ta&mg
place for the old sea dogs were content to sipetheaindy and
speak of war.

“I think Sir that you are quite mistaken Wellingtauill not
allow himself to be caught again with his draws ddve will
fight he will bring Bonny to his knees,” said Sihomas upon
a remark that William Parker had made about theices of
war not been in a state of readiness to fighFttesch.

“I beg to your indulgence Sir Thomas pray rementbese
twenty years we have been at war most of the mémein
service have never known peace and what little bizaxe
known of peace will not make them ready for anotbeg and
protracted war,” said William Parker
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“Have a care sir you speak of England’s greatesttdor with
out stout hearts of old England the Corsican tyvesild have
long since ruled from London,” replied Sir Thomaewing
hot with fighting spirit.

“If you will recall sir,” said Mr Parker when werfit went to
war none of us believed that the war would contifaesuch a
long time, we further more when it became appadahhot
shrink from our duty. | only implied that those imgnts that
have returned from the continent are not in readine
proceed to the continent. The Army sir is not like Navy
where you can press men at a moments notice” saiddvker

“I beg your pardon brother-in-Law Parker for | didt get
your point however | see the truth of your remdsirgy now,
said Sir Thomas “Pray Sir do not hold it against foean old
fighting man it is passing difficult to imagine @giment not in
readiness, but mayhap you are right” said Sir Treoma

“I am not a man to hold grudges Sir pray put youm at rest
Sir Thomas for some one had to play the devil'sekensive”
said William Parker.

‘Quite so, quite so,” said Sir Thomas “More brantlifliam”
he asked of Mr Parker

104



CHAPTER TWENTY EIGHT
“It has seems that that most fortunate of gentle@aptain
James Aubrey has been mentioned in the gazetd'Séai
Thomas as he laid aside the broadsheet whichthkistiain had
been fixed upon. “I was wondering when you woubldtmthe
captain to Oakland’s” remarked Lady Ann her atmiipon
the piece of needlework before her. “It is thetbesvs for
young Aubrey for he is given command of Redoubtabfiiest
rate ship of the line | am most impressed withdoisl head in
the resent action” said Sir Thomas.

“Then sir you must make haste for we have dauglmeise
house who might find the dashing young captaiméoet
liking indeed a proposal of marriage might even eahan
invitation to stay” said Lady Ann

“Pray dear wife which of our daughters do you hiswvenind
for the brave Captain Aubrey?” enquired Sir Thonidéghy
husband have you not noticed that your favoritegtiger
Sophia is of a marriageable age?” asked Lady ABaphia is
but a child admittedly forward for her age butlgtist a
child,” said Sir Thomas defensively. Laughing Laf&tyn said
“Sir you are very much mistaken for she is outanisty and
has grown a great deal you see her as a child begaw have
always counted her as your favorite,” “It is trhattit seems
like just the other day when I first took her ugog knee and
played with her,” said Sir Thomas. “It is time #iat she was
married,” said Lady Ann.

“Of course you are right Ann | will write to the gd captain
and hear weather he is able to come to Oaklansksd’ Sir
Thomas.

“Missive

From

Sir Thomas Sterley
Oakland Park
Surrey

1 April 1815

To Captain James Aubrey RN

HMS Redoubtable
Portsmouth
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England

Dear Captain Aubrey,

My most heartfelt congratulations upon your resent
appointment to Redoubtable, | have followed with ¢ineatest
attention your activities since hearing from my Jam at the
Cape of an incident south of Gibraltar.

I would be exceedingly pleased if you find occagmeome
to Oakland Park for a visit. | am aware Sir that yoight not
at this time be able to do this as a result ofthe However
when the occasion arises please be aware thattibbitants
of Oakland would not be displeased at your coming.

My wife imparted to me that when you come all efawill be
made to have a number of balls, assemblies anltkéhso that
you might get to know the families of quality thiae around
our town of Notheringay which has a number of amicie
family seats.

Pray sir | would ask that you inform me by retufrpost
when it will be convenient for you. That all may joat in
readiness for your visit

Your obedient servant
Thomas Sterley

From: Captain James Aubrey RN
HMS Redoubtable

Portsmouth

England

To: Sir Thomas Sterley
Oakland Park
Surrey

Sir in reply to yours of the first instant

I would find it a most happy occasion to call upau at
Oakland Park however | must plead duty before pieadf it
is not too much trouble | would find it very grafifig to visit
Oakland upon the completion of my current duty. gthi
foresee will take a number of weeks before | wélldble to
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consider joining to Oakland. | have not before bieyour
part of England but | hope to rectify this grievanersight
with in a short period

| remain
Your humble servant
Capt James Aubrey.

“There we have it my dear it is as | suspected &aptubrey
is delayed by his loyalty to the Crown,” remarkeédThomas
as he handed the letter he had just been reading teife.

“I suspect that err long we shall see the goodaiajtere at
Oakland’s” he continued “he has a fine hand as ksaw,”
remarked Lady Ann as she studied the letter. ‘d fair hand
| grant you,” said Sir Thomas “However he is unadil¢his
time thus we will have to forego the pleasure ef¢hptains
company until such times that the matter of waiscluded,”
remarked Sir Thomas.

“Husband | have never stood against you in anyenatt
importance since you have retired from governmecdn but
mark one observation plan to you which has irkedgneatly,”
said Lady Ann “Pray dear wife speak your mind et inatter
which irks you come forth for how else are we tbteaights
that which is wrong,” said Sir Thomas.

“Your reasons for leaving the service of your coymre no
doubt sound but they have brought upon us a whase df
other in convinces which would be but a matteraafdemics
if they were not of such importance that they dftaa
standing in society,” said Lady Ann.

“I take it that you are referring to the fact thacause | hold
no seat in government | do not have every lackeseorant of
the crown come hither and do my biding when | ssird@”
asked Sir Thomas.

“You are correct in your assumption Sir for had wtill
retained your seat the good captain would immelyidiave
found the occasion to come when you wrote to hshg
replied
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“Madam you are mistaken for you will some day realihat
men of the service have there duty to do firstaamicasions
if they are not in the first instance a matter iplamatic
engagement will always suffer to come second ty,tsaid
Sir Thomas

“I am of the opinion sir that if you had remandpiarliament
you would have still had a greater influence anititaio
advance the cause of your family to an even greateantage
then is our current state,” said Lady Ann
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CHAPTER TWENTY NINE
It was a fine summer evening when Captain Aubreyed at
Oakland’s his coming was not altogether unexpedtedsir
Thomas and Lady Ann had been in a high state ¢ty for
more then a week since receiving a letter frongeaatleman
in question.

The week prior to his arrival had been quite a sy with a
great many things occupying the minds of the resideof
Oakland. Lady Ann had been in a state of exciteriment
getting a new wardrobe for Sophia that she mighgHmavn to
her best advantage. Old Tilley from Notheringay webe got
in to stay for the duration of the good captairstibo dress
Sophia’s hair.

“Sir Thomas on the other hand found the time t@dbit of
writing on the account of the birdlife of which tvas so fond.
In the hopes that he might find a fellow enthusiashe
person of the young Captain.

“We hope that your journey here was a comfortable,’osaid
Sir Thomas as Captain Aubrey climbed from the codtth
was passing tolerable replied the young navel effigith a
smile. William will show you to your chamber prayail
yourself of every comfort that is at hand,” said Biomas. “I
thank you for that Sir Thomas for it has been exttaary
long day” remarked the captain a she hoisted kishest
upon his shoulder much to the amazement of Sir Hsowho
was about to instruct a servant to take the cliesas an
uncommon thing for a gentleman to carry his owngaag
when invited to a house of a nobleman thus it seeim&ir
Thomas that he had been offended but had he kroavn t
nature of the young sea officer he would have lseeprised
to find although he was of a ancient and noble lieavas a
man with out any pretensions. This gave him an mmmon
advantage over men of quality for he deemed hintsdde a
leader of man he must as a matter of course ggrbierbial
hands dirty.

At dinner he was made to sit next to Sophia who dvassed
in a new pink dress with her hair done to perfechyg the
faithful Tilley. The conversation dwelt on the matef
common interest Sir Thomas spoke at great lengthtdiis
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service to the crown whilst in the navy to whick froung
Captain listened with great intent. Indeed so naethat
Lady Ann was forced to protest Sir Thomas usagbeefjood
captain’s time.

“Really husband you have hardy given the captame tio
make the acquaintance of Sophia who is lookingequit
ravishing don’t you think captain Aubrey” she sdithave
seldom had the pleasure of such good company, Soigkia
you will allow me to say that | find that pink deea most
delightful shade,” said the young captain a shedifa glass of
cherry to his lips. “Why captain Aubrey you make bhesh
this is but a simple dress which Mamma has recently
improved upon never the less | thank you for your
complement” said Sophia.

“Did you know captain that our Sophia plays thenpi@rte
exceedingly well do you play?” Asked Lady Ann “betl |
had the singular honor of playing upon the orga@ratat
Wisham before | joined | was of course meant ferc¢hurch
but circumstances decreed otherwise,” said Aubifyat is a
great pity for the church, remarked Sir Thomasmniagine
that your new command is quite a large vessel?' Bélliam
“Indeed it is a ship of a hundred guns and a greaty crew,”
replied Aubrey.

“It was most fortunate that you fell in with HMS €n when
you did was it not” remarked Mary as she bit intpiece of
bread. “Indeed it was very fortuitous for me fodHanot we
would not later have taken as prize the Spaniagaglied
Captain Aubrey.

“Do you mean to say you know all the names of tiesvc
aboard your ship?” asked James who had not thuakan
any part in the conversation. Turning to the baydksembled
party thought they saw in his eyes a far away lofokonder
and excitement for surly he of all the childrerSaf Thomas
was meant for the navy.

“Aye lad that is about the size of it for a seataapand
moreover a captain in the royal navy must knowrize of
every man who serves aboard his ship. For in batts life
might very well depend on the service of one ofthfine
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fellows who serves under your command,” said Captai
Aubrey.

“When | am grown | shall be a captain in the rayavy,” said
the lad as he returned his attention to a pieceutfon, which
rested sublimely on his plate amongst a mountamashed
potatoes.

“Pray tell captain have you any plans for what yalli do
when the war is finally finished?” asked Lady Art.have
not given it much thought I will one day leave dea |
imagine return to the old family seat at Great Vst he
said.

“What sort of place is Great Wisham?” asked Sirmhs. “It
is much like any other country estate, large hotmen balls
assemblies farmers that sort of thing and theroofse there
is the castle build by the Normans a great monurokat
place we seldom have guests to the castle it falgne of the
coldest castles | all of Europe” said Aubrey

“If we live din a castle | am sure we would have trandest
time making the place habitable and cozy” remaidedy.
“Do you have hunting there” enquired Sir Thomas €'Wave
deer and some fowl in the great forest, Old Wislamw long
since | have been there,” remarked the captaiflastiin
thought. Nevertheless, a moment later he begaeliat tale
of pirates and gunfire which kept the room enraguor a
good while. When dinner was finally over every aves tired
for they had stayed overlong at dinner listeninthestories
of the sea, while the moon rose.
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CHAPTER THIRTY
“I have taken the waters at Bath,” said Lydia,isithe most
remarkable thing,” “It seems my dear that Bath thaise
wonders for your complexion,” remarked Lady Annetége
of course did not like it he found the waters mohis liking,”
said Lydia. As she handed the infant to her mdtHerhas put
on a pound or two,” said Lady Ann as she bouncedHild
upon her knee.

“Mamma who is the young navel officer who | seehWtapa
in the gun room?” asked Lydia. “That dear Lydiais brave
guest Captain Aubrey | imagine he and papa arekatgthe
dueling pistols,” said Lady Ann. “Pray why wouldethbe
checking the dueling pistols? Asked Lydia.

“It seems an officer of the rifles who is living the village
thinks his honor was defamed the other night bassimg
remark young Aubrey made. Thus the gentlemen will b
meeting at sunset to settle the matter,” said Laaly. “I
detest dueling it is barbaric,” replied Lydia.

“If a gentleman’s honor has been impinged my deare is
nothing for it but to have his honor restored byameof a
duel,” remarked Lady Ann. “I pray that they have tfood
sense to fire high,” said Lydia. ‘That is indeed hope”
replied Lady Ann.

“I have no desire to see either of the officers mard,” said
Lady Ann “but you know what gentlemen are like &mebuld
remind you that in society there is no other wayestore ones
honor,” said Lady Ann

“So what is it to be a duel to the death or filsiolol?” asked
Lydia “I believe it is first blood,” said Lady Anriwho will
stand as the captains second in this matter?” dskaid.
“Captain Aubrey came to here at our invitation paga feels
it only fair that he stand as his second in thistenasaid Lady
Ann.” really Mamma doesn’t papa have the good sémse
know that he should not partake in these matterktiave
always though that dueling is the prerogative afnger men,
Papa should consider his duty to you, to his farfingt,” said
Lydia
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“My dear daughter it is incumbent upon your degrgas a
good host to stand as the captains second in thiitent said
Lady Ann “There will be no stopping it | am afréat the
other officer is a proud and haughty man of a giamaily,”
remarked Lady Ann

George Parker entered the drawing room came owkr a
kissed his wife upon the cheek “George you mugi papa,”
said Lydia in a high state of nerves “ for he hampsed to
stand as second for captain Aubrey and | am naegnsure
that he has not taken leave of his senses,” saiihLy

“Aubrey is a good man and | do not think papa ba&si leave
of his senses | have offered my services to staralsecond to
him and he has accepted my offer with a great afeal
gratitude,” said George. “Oh no not you to Geordpatns to
become of us with you and papa dueling what witiipo
Mamma do if papa is killed?” asked Lydia “whatas
become of our poor child growing up in this worl@hwout a
father and grand papa?” she continued.

“Lydia behave like a lady this matter is not a digethe death
| am sure that once the gentlemen have agreedeanilis
honor will be satisfied and all will be as it shdlle” said
Lady Ann.

“George glanced towards Lady Ann with a look of
understanding and gratitude for Lady Ann knew he@stlo
handle her daughter.

“I must be away for a short while to arrange thistter with
the officers of the rifles” said George. “I shadturn directly
for papa has said we shall try a snifter of a negnac he has
recently got,” he continued before leaving the room

“Well now this is a fine mess,” we are in said Lydi she
dried her tears,” My dear Lydia you have naughetr for
seldom do the gentlemen fire to kill at most onéheim shall
be slightly wounded,” said Lady Ann. “shall we rifay tea?”
she enquire of Lydia. “I have a fancy for some ghétronger
do you have any Madera in the house?” she asked
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‘I am sure that we do | shall have one of the maitizg it
directly tell me how was Bath | have on occasicevpiled
upon your father to take the waters but he is swehgly
against the waters of Bath,” Said Lady Ann.

“It is a town with much to recommend it | had odoaso see
in the high street Miss Austen, you have no dowelairth us
speak of her she is a writer of remarkable stoviddéch she
reads of an evening to her family” said Lydia

“I have read one of her books | would not be segttiif she
will one day be the foremost lady writer in Engldrshid
Lady Ann. “however | am much more fond of the wrigs of
Mrs. Burney,” said Lady Ann.

“Pray tell what sort of woman is miss Austen in ep@ance?”
enquired lady Ann. “She is not over handsome howslre
has a fair complexion she is of medium height aadies
herself with a great deal of grace,” said Lydia@nwre
warming to the subject of her favorite writer.

“She is singularly fortunate in that she can follamw
occupation which brings her joy and allows her acthie
things she loves best,” said Lydia.

“I have always wanted to write,” said Lady Ann. ‘1Bu
Mamma | have seen you doing the very thing | heheeosed
you writing for hours on end when papa is not hdmeplied
Lydia. “I take it you mean my scribbling they aretimng
much just random bits of nonsense which take mgyArsaid
Lady Ann
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CHAPTER THIRTY ONE
The sun was on the verge of setting the two coastoesl in
the clearing, the assembled officers and gentlesteod
discussing the rules of engagement.

“Gentlemen the following will apply,” said GeorgarRer to
his left stood three officers of the rifles theuhsd officer
lieutenant David Dauvis listened intently for he wnehat what
was to follow was of great importance.

“The lieutenant and the captain are to take tweatyes; each
will have the opportunity of firing twice more ¢ first shots
do not find there mark.” George continued. “Asaaged first
blood will settle the debit of honor, are we clapon this?” he
asked the voices of the assembled men assented to t
correctness of the rules. There after the secotiduidénant
Davis approached Captain Aubrey. “Are you willingatccede
that you were wrong in this matter,” he asked.rfl afraid |
cannot withdraw my statement for it is true,” repliAubrey.

“To your places gentlemen” said George, the twdisise
began to remove there coats and prepare for whstt sndy
follow. Sir Thomas and the second from the lieatdis party
checked the pistols before offering first choicevefapons to
the rifles officer. He chose with great care th&tqdi although
both were a matching pair having been made in Loriddhe
year 1780. Returning Sir Thomas offered the remgipistol
to Captain Aubrey, who lifted it lightly in his hdnesting the
weight before moving into the place designated. ddwty
evening mists were rolling in with fine dew begingito make
its presents felt upon the leaves of the surrountbnest. The
field of honor had been chosen for its obscurigyféct that it
was in the great forest of Oakland made it ideatHe current
purpose.

The second for the army officer lifted his handkée€and
waited but a moment before the men began to marie th
paces. Both men it seemed took there paces wéisarély
pace. Turning they faced each other lieutenaniDasited
but a moment took aim the clearing was filled wiite sound
of the shot a cloud of grey gun smoke filling tfxe a number
of nesting inhabitants of the forest rose to tméraconfusion
as the sound of the shot reverberated. In momeappieared
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that, the officer had missed his mark for Captairbrey stood
uninjured now waiting his turn.

Measuring well his aim, he fired high the cloudsofoke
rising like an offering to the deity of honor. Imdiately the
seconds inspected the pistols and reloaded themmneg
them to the protagonists.

One more lieutenant Davis took aim and fired theetthe fire
brought down a branch,

James Aubrey once again took his time to aim henloadish
to harm his opponent for it was not in his natarédrt an
officer when it was not in a matter of war thus wie fired
the shot was wide and clipped one of the great.oaks

For the third time the men loaded, the weaponsrbefo
returning them to the combatants Davis took aimfaed.
This time the ball found its mark wounding Aubreythe arm.
“Gentlemen | thank you honor has been satisfiethanked
the officer of the rifles as he closed with Aubreyw to shake
his opponents hand. For during the duel the youag had
become aware of certain truths and he considerddedwa
worth opponent. Furthermore, the young man hadrheco
aware that life was too short to be lost overféetrSir
Thomas and George wrapped a sheet around the yawed)
officer's arm and lead him off towards the coachil/the
driver collected the pistols and deposited thethénhold all
at the rear of the coach in a few moments the iclgavas
deserted for the officers of the rifles had alsaenthere
departure.

It fell to Lady Ann and her daughters to tend ybeng
captain as he recovered from the wound of hondirsatt did
not seem if he would make a full recovery for héifgo a
fever of the most vigor which kept the woman of tioeise
busy at all hours cooling his brow. Poor Sophia hias
constant companion as he tossed and turned irethéhle
doctor
Came on the very first evening after the duel &anolthe
wound and remove the ball, which had lodged itisethe
captain’s upper arm. Upon surveying the wound,dek h
shaken his head and mentioned some thing abobstits of
young gentlemen been foolish in the extreme.
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Where as when the bandage was removed for, dretbsing
following morning the captain had thought nothidgt®saying
he had recived far more serious wounds while at sea
However, the weather been warm he had fallen heo t
aforementioned fever, which brought on hallucinagiof the
most frightful kind for his dreams were filled withe enemy
ships over powering his vessel. At times, he waujdout at
others he would slump back into the bed unconsabirs
surroundings the fever raged for three days dusinigh Lady
Ann, Lydia and Sophia tended to him. On the mormifithe
fourth day, he awoke early to find Lady Ann asleethe
chair next to his bed. Sophia was reading by tfee fi
Speaking softly for the first time he asked Sopgbiaa glass
of water. Moreover, bid her not to wake her mofloethe
knew that what must have passed had taken a lottie
woman sleeping in the chair.

There on a quite morning as the sun rose the twoypeople
sat and talked softly of there dreams and hopesega®ubrey
was gladdened to find in Sophia a young woman wag mot
in the least expectant of making a great noiseamesy. but
preferred living quietly in the country, she spaléner love
for her sisters of the tender love she felt forahénals which
had come injured to the back door where the undetegper
might have wrung the neck of a young chick. Howeske
had taken the bird and brought it to its adulthoudth to the
satisfaction of her papa. For in itself it was adittle thing
but to win the praise of her papa was a big th8ige was fond
of her papa for she found in her father a friendt Ineany
years her senior but a friend with whom she coujaress her
deepest fears and hopes. She wondered at hersaltbe
forward with the young man in the bed for she haden
before spoken thus with any one let alone a membigre
opposite sex.

It was at a quarter after seven when Lady Ann aviiaka her
slumber her first reaction was to check to seeifgatient
was any better. to her delight she discovered diptain and
Sophia upon the balcony in close company spealsrigends
of old do, this suited her desire to make the goagutain her
son in law thus she withdrew with out letting thknow that
she had seen them.
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CHAPTER THIRTY TWO
It was one of those rainy evenings toward the neiddlthe
year of 1815 the Sterley’s and there assembledguese
gathered in the library it been the warmest roothéhouse.
Upon a side table, lay the post a number of disesttay
open upon the table. The Parkers senior and jinaidrcome
to dinner and had been detained by the unusual plowvrof
rain. Thus, they would be staying the night, beeable to
return to there respective homes due to the camdif the
roads as it had been raining for more then thrgs.dehere
venturing to Oakland’s had it not been previoushaaged
would have been forgone. However, as the needslité p
society demanded there presents they had madeuheey to
the house during a brief respite in the rain.

Sophia’s joy at finding a person of like intelligee in the
company of James Aubrey was only surpass at ththggy
was about to great the house with news that SinEsowas
about to impart.

“You will be pleased to know my dear” he said taliaAnn,
“that | have some most remarkable news to give'y#ray
continue husband do not keep us all in suspensefegilied
as she stitched a particularly difficult flower upie cloth.

“You will be delighted to hear that | am promotedte rank
of vice admiral of the blue in recognition of pastvices to
the crown,” he said. “Congratulation Sir | am mpkgased to
hear this,” said Captain Aubrey as he crosseddabmrto
shake the hand of Sir Thomas.

“That is most fortuities news husband, advancersealtvays
welcome,” said Lady Ann. “That is not all for Loktbod has
written me on a matter of urgency in regard to ghismotion
and has requested that | once more take up myrsthat
house to deal with matter of urgency. It seems gar gou are
to have your wish for | have conceded to the reiies
shortly I will be leaving for London,” said Sir Thaas to the
expressions of joy this news was greeted with ley th
assembled company. “| am very glad for your prooroti
brother in law, a most singular honor upon yout,paeid
William Parker. “I thank you William it is most webme, Ann
| am sure will be the most content with this netsajd Sir
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Thomas “indeed husband | am very happy with theaue
of the situation, it is the most welcome news thathave had
in a long time here at Oakland,” the lady in quassaid.

“As soon as the rain stops | will be going to Londo speak
with Lord Hood, it is fortunate that the house iondon has
been made ready for us on the occasion of Maryisitg
out,” said Sir Thomas. “Indeed we will be able tombine
matter of business with pleasure,” said Lady Anm wias
exceedingly happy as she bounced her grandsonhgyon
knee.

“| see that Lord Bromley the son of the Earl of f&trd has
been mentioned in the latest dispatches he hasgresroted
a colonel in the kings own regiment,” said Sir ifas as he
scrutinized the documents in his hand. “What aoffesable
man the Earl is | wonder sir that his son is nathefsame type
of man as his father,” said Lady Ann

Have a care Madam the officer who you so malicipgpkeak
is a relative of our guest Captain Aubrey” saidBiomas “I
beg to inform you sir that | am not in the leadentled Lady
Ann has chosen to make her sentiments clear feil tannot
blame her,” said Captain Aubrey. “Never the lekave found
Lord Peter to be a good friend of old we had oaat spend
a summer together. | think it was 03 in Paris,|ldatr that my
cousin and | have not been close since then thénasakept us
busy. Of my uncle of Waterford | cannot ay mucher have
never been close,” remarked Captain Aubrey

“I will say that it was not my intent to return g@vernment
but as | have been pressed by both the navy angboy wife
I have no option,” said Sir Thomas. “I have alwagssidered
it my duty and a matter of honor to serve Englandny
capacity that comes to hand,” remarked Aubrey.

“Sir when | left the house it was a matter of hohfind that at
the time | was some what foolish for | had previgud
occasion to cross the prince regent fearing thatuld fall by
the wayside in his efforts to extract a vengeahegthdrew
from the house. However | now have it on a gooth@rity

that this was not the case and | have no concems n
returning to the house,” even if it is not in tleare capacity as
my former occupation” said Sir Thomas.
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“Thus we will be adjourning to London | trust captéubrey
you will join us at our house in London,” said La#lgn. “It
will be my pleasure to spend time with your faniily
London” replied the captain

Two days later the Sterley’s left Oakland’s in #hmwaches
the roads having dried over the previous day. &nalf/
enjoying a lit meal of jellied ells and fresh brestch roadside
inn as they journeyed London ward. The companydhate
din London was one which was filled with expectaopes
and desires for Sophia it was of great comfortrtovk that she
would not so soon be parted from James Aubrey. lLadys
happiness at going to London was a mixed one faltatved
her to renew social connections, which she hadteflbeen
unable to maintain. This pleasure was also combividdthe
upcoming coming out of her youngest daughter Mang was
now turning fifteen.
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CHAPTER THIRTY THREE
The house was filled to capacity it seemed thatyerember
was present and each had some thing to say thesvofdhe
gathered assembly filled the place with argumedtaunter
augment. When it came time for Sir Thomas to spleate
came upon the house s subjugation of voices asd@nito
speak.
“Lords gentlemen and subjects of the realm t hksrfaipon
me to give you this day the state of the navy,5aie

“Ill warrant the accounting is of an old naturedica
gentleman loudly who stood a little to the leftGHptain
Aubrey in the open gallery. “It is with great plees that | tell
you that there has been a reduction in the sitieeofieet,
resulting my Lords in a reduction of five and twettiousand
pounds,” said Sir Thomas. This news was greetelt avit
display of applause for it seemed that the causkeohavy
was indeed good. Sir Thomas continued in this mafomne
some time. To captain Aubrey who stood in the puddillery
there seemed a number of nobles there assembledid/inot
take the presence of Sir Thomas as a personahafffor it
became apparent to members that the Earl of Watfodda
few others had not much confidence nor trust infTBomas’s
words thou, he spoke with great wit and convictibine
number did not in any way acknowledge the word$ wit
applause or rapping upon the floor with there &ebthers
did.

Sir Thomas spoke for a full three-quarters of anrhgon
completion he said “My Lords Peers of the realseasbly
men | thank you,” before taking his seat. Takiigydeat the
house resounding with the clapping of hands fondekindeed
presented to the house a sound and concise spe¢ich 0
condition of the navy for the year 15.

The earl of Waterford rose and begun to speakahikh
previous speaker for his words upon the subjecthoth he is
no doubt made himself master. However there is teemaf
duty and loyalty to the crown upon which | woulkdiSir
Thomas to address,” he said the formerly quietedig@en
who had retained there silence now began to shidesr,
hear,” “order, order in the house,” said the speaif the
house.
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“My Lords gentleman when in former times during the
wars Sir Thomas saw it fit to regain his seat. @sitdy on the
excuse of family matters, now | tell you my Lordddubt it
not that it was family matter. The question is Whiamily for
| have it upon good authority that he resignediimould not
serve under any government over which the mostrere
Prince George was head,” he said. “Now it comes great
surprise to me that today | find Sir Thomas cometgrus,
yet the his highness the prince regent is stillleead? | can
only but wonder at what other promises Sir Thonasrhade
which he will find that he will break,” he contintieThe
house erupted in a roar of voices those defendingl®mas
and those agreeing with the Earl. “Order, ordehahouse
shouted the speaker rapping with his gravel. Lgrigglored
by the gathered parliamentarians as they contitmstiout
insults at each other. “It seems my Lord the Ea&wWaterford
is indeed hit upon a truth,” said the officer whawnstood
near Captain Aubrey. | believe my lord the eatbéocorrect in
his assumption that Sir Thomas is cowardly,” he saia lady
who seemed vaguely familiar to Captain Aubrey. ®iu
presume too much, Sir Thomas is an honorable manhah
returned to the benches at the request of the attyniand
threw no wish of his own other then to serve hisntoy,” said
Aubrey. “He is a coward,” replied the man taking iove
from his hand captain Aubrey slapped the man ifdabe with
it and said. “my card my seconds will await yowyaiir
convenience,” The officer took the card and bowegbar
service sir as he extended his hand with his caydseconds
will call upon you” he said.

“James, James Aubrey” said the young woman “dongaiu
remember me Virginia Bromley we spent a summerttage
at Great Witham do you not recall it?” She asked.

“Indeed | do madam | am however surprised to fiad in the
company of this gentleman who finds it an amusen@nt
insult my friend Sir Thomas,” said Aubrey

“You may be surprised to know that the gentlema ylou
have just challenged is Sir Benjamin Witling myniié the
best swordsman in England” she remarked sharplyefiT
have been singularly misfortunate as to have tertkmy
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friend against my uncle of Waterford and this gemihn at the
same instant” said the captain as he bowed beafoneng his
back and leaving the assembly.

The captain retired to the house Oxford Street @/herfound
the woman of the Sterley family reading themsefeesn
evening of light entertainment at the theater. He $cares
been in doors half an hour before Sir Thomas retlirn

“Sir | fear | have put you under an obligation @hior much to
my discontent,” said Sir Thomas “| am happy to gblihat
young popinjay needs to be taken down a peg ostud the
captain.

“Pray inform us gentlemen what has transpired ybatare in
such a lather?” asked Lady Ann. “It seems thaBhe of
Waterford has taken an exception in the housegapeech
and character of your good husband,” said the yafficer.

“Itis indeed a matter of honor upon which we naavéto
proceed | fear,” said Sir Thomas to his wife. “GhTom not
another duel wont you ever come to your senses, asked.

“It was not | who demanded it my love,” said thd akvy
officer now it is a matter of two duels in as matays | fear
for young Aubrey has challenged Sir Benjamin Wgliwho is
reputed to be the best swords man in England,” Said
Thomas.

“I have an engagement of honor to which will takecp the
day after tomorrow if you will do me the servicetmfen my
second Captain Aubrey | would be most pleasedd’ Sai
Thomas

“Sir | would consider it an honor, should | survitve field of
honor tomorrow morning | will of a certainty act ysur
second,” said the officer. “It is singularly unfoniate that |
have now put you in to disrepute with your familgdid Sir
Thomas.

“Sir | consider it an honor and a pleasure to s®eistted with
you and your family, indeed if this matter had ooine into
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our quarter | was going to ask you and Lady Anrtlierhand
of your fair Sophia, in marriage” said Aubrey.

“Captain Aubrey for my part you have my blessingdfi
want lady Ann’s blessing you have but to ask,” sh&lold
man “What say you Ann shall we give our daughter in
marriage to this fine young officer?” he enquirddis wife.

“Captain Aubrey you catch me at a moment that | lo/dne
glad to say yes but | fear that until such timgas give up
dueling | am compelled to say no,” said Lady Anfhén |
shall give it up two days hence once | have givgrservices
to your husband,” said the captain.

“Capital well spoken lad,” said Sir Thomas shall seanple a
snifter of brandy?” he asked the young officer.
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CHAPTER THIRTY FOUR
It was a misty on the morning of the duel betweapt@in
Aubrey and Sir Benjamin Witling a quite corner adrfpstead
heath had been chosen as the field of honor thevagrjust
touching the horizon when the coaches carrying &ajind
Sir Thomas first arrived. Sir Benjamin and his setowere
already waiting for them.

A second of Sir Benjamin approached captain Aulitly a
set of swords allowing him first chose of weapdifgighing
each weapon in his hand he made his choose arpkstéack
taking but a moment he assumed the position. Felirdy the
terms of the duel had been settled the previousiegavhen
the seconds had met to discuss them. It had beerdthat
the duel would be to the death, as Sir Benjamiiebed that
his honor had so been offended by the rash behhyior
Captain Aubrey in challenging him to the duel olisr
remarks about Sir Thomas that nothing but a dutiealeath
would suffice.

This on a morning when the dew dripped from thegree
now found himself facing Sir Benjamin intent on the
restoration of honor. Sir Thomas for his part wolidde
allowed the insult to pass fearing that the yousmgt&in might
suffer harm on his account he had pleaded witltémpain to
find some way of withdrawing from the duel. Neviee tess,
James Aubrey was instant that there was nothingit Bot to
teach Sir Benjamin a lesson in manners and ifélsdn cost
Sir Benjamin his life then so be it. For James Aybvas
entirely in a rage having been involved previousliot
action when taking a number of ships a prize he coasent
that he would be able to come comfortably away ftbenduel
even if Sir Benjamin had the notoriety of beenltbst
swordsman in England.

On guard cried Sir Benjamin as he came forwardyréadio
his worst the blades crossed and for a momeneined as if
Sir Benjamin had the captain at a disadvantage.edery
Aubrey parried the blow and began to advance Sijdgin
retreating under the ferocious attack repeatediyt\o
combatants moved thus retreat and advance neitlieg @n
advantage nor receiving it.
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At one point the blades met captain Aubrey stumhbledi fell
to his knees, Sir Benjamin immediately believimghad an
advantage fought on now with much more vigor. Hislb
wounding Captain Aubrey in the arm, Aubrey contuhtige
duel upon his knees fighting back the vicious &ttafchis
opponent he was soon able to regain his feet andlibgan to
advance a look of intense concentration upon hisitemance.
For he began to detect that although Sir Benjamghtrbe the
best swordsmen he had not the stamina to contiverelong
for it was apparent that Sir Benjamin was tiring tad come
to the duel after a long night of drinking and kedumed that
he would quickly and easily dispatch the navelogffito his
eternal rest. where as Aubrey had retired at atguafter nine
and had slept soundly waking only when called ugtdiour
o’clock in the morning thus the two unequal comhtgta
continued the clash of swords echoing for quiteesdistance.
This began to alert the residence of the heathttiea¢ was a
matter of honor been settled.

The matter ended quite suddenly when Sir Benjamshed
forward and was beaten back by aggravated swordyyldlye
good captain as he stepped back he found himsetfsalspent
and now against a tree. There was a moment whetaiGap
Aubrey would have considered the matter settledSiut
Benjamin in a moment of supreme stupidity criedaaward
sir you could not complete the work. With blood nfreely
flowing from captain Aubrey’s arm he gave one tastist,
which found its mark in the chest of the noblemaimo
slowly began to sink to the ground for a momenteheas a
lingering look of utter surprise upon his face efthe light
began to leave his eyes. Quickly the secondsdudifarward
lifting the wounded man to his feet and carrying fuff to the
coach returning one of Sir Benjamin’s seconds shhbekand
of Captain Aubrey and Sir Thomas before departiitg the
swords.

Captain Aubrey in the mean time had found a restpa
under an old scared oak here he sat regaining &b “Well
fought sir,” said Sir Thomas. “I hope the doctons able to
save him,” was all James Aubrey said before rising
walking to the coach.
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The streets of London were already busy with emudyning
traffic carts and carriages filling the roads wimople going
and coming to there places. After having his aeated by
Lady Ann Captain Aubrey and the Sterley’s begumehe
breakfast of pheasant, bread and port. They begtink of
what they would do for it was not to be to longdrefthe
news and the outcome of the duel became public lkaune.

“I am sure that his lordship the Earl of Waterfavitl be most
put out at loosing a second for his duel tomorrosait! Lady
Ann. “It would seem that he will call upon one a$ Bons to
act in Sir Benjamin’s stead,” replied Sir Thoméaster in the
morning, the news was spread abroad that Sir Benjaau
died of his wounds and would be buried the follayvitay. At
St Marylebone, church yards. It was also rumoreditthe Earl
was extremely angry at the lose of a second andsppctive
son in law for it would have been a good family wection. It
was further said that Lady Virginia was deeply gei@ having
taken to her bed in a fit of uncontrollable weepioigthe lose
of her fiancé “Well there we have it,” said Sir Thas. “It
seems that his lordship of Waterford is not a naelnet trifled
with,” said Captain Aubrey.
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CHAPTER THIRTY FIVE
Sir Thomas entered the dining room in his handdie a
letter, “The most extraordinary thing,” he saidof@e dear
husband do not keep us in suspense pray tell usthisanews
is,” said Lady Ann. “Itis a note from Waterfordm unsure
as how to proceed for it has a bearing of greatifiignce on
our current situation” he replied. “Sir you are lmgtng to try
our patents please be so good as to tell us osletad for
ourselves what that despicable man has writtes, Wifie said.
He handed her the letter before taking his platkeahead of
the table.

Lady Ann began to read her countenance changisbesead
from one of idle interest to the greatest concern

“Missive

To: Sir Thomas Sterley
The Mews

Mayfair,

London

Sir,

| regret to inform you that due to the unfortuniatgdent
involving Sir Benjamin Witling | am unable to waipon you
tomorrow as agreed. | would consider it a markaobf if we
put aside this matter until a more fortuitous o@asT hink
not that | have withdrawn from settling this materany
account of cowardly feelings on my part for | anitgueady
to settle this matter this instant. However rathecause | have
the greatest difficulty in obtaining the servicésasecond to
stand for me in this matter | would also beg ymdlgence in
this matter as It is incumbent upon me to arrahgddst
officers for the unfortunate Sir Benjamin Witling

Yours regrettably
William Bromley

Earl Waterford

“It would seem that the man cannot find any one wiib
stand for him. This is | dare say is what happehsmhot
heads have cooled and men realize that the pombradr
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upon which they have previously felt so intent base to see
reason,” said Lady Ann

“For my part | believe him to be to cowardly to atithat he
is at fault and seeks to find an occasion to ektramself from
an obligation” said Captain Aubrey who was beersediby
Sophia. The good captain had not even been alglattiois
soap with out her help for she was most attenteelihg him
from a spoon.

“Indeed it would seem if the earl has had some tineflect
and has decided to retreat from the field of bAtaid Sir
Thomas.

“Sir | would have a word with you in private afdinner upon
a certain matter which lies deeply upon my head;jt
Captain Aubrey. “I have no objection to you spegkivith me
at any point,” replied Sir Thomas.

The conversation turn then to matters of societyhe latest
fashions current in London John and William hacetathe
morning to go to there tailors to have new suitslofthes
made for them. While the ladies of the house wergemt to
take tea with Lady Ann Barnard at her home in tieraoon
Sophia had plead that she must stay at home adddeoor
captain Aubrey who had not been displeased witlthizace
to spend an afternoon in her pleasant company.

Thus after dinner Sir Thomas and James Aubrey meg#o
the little study, which the old gentleman considenes most
private domain while in town.

“I have certain feeling that | am aware of what ywa about
to ask me,” said Sir Thomas once they had helpeihsklves
to a snifter of old France cognac.

“It would make me the happiest person in the wsitdif you
would consider me as a prospective husband for $ophia,
for she has found a place in my heart which noratbald

fill,” said the captain

“I was sure that it would come to this may | askégou
spoken with my daughter about your feelings,” asked
Thomas. “l have sir and it was a pleasurable disonsfor she

129



indicated to me that she would if you agreed datmehonor
of becoming my wife,” replied the captain. “Allowento be
the first to congratulate you for | give my consetith out
hesitancy for | know that you will do your best logr,” said
Sir Thomas.

Opening the door Sir Thomas called “Sophia, Anryplaase
to come here for | have the best news to give ybe, 8aid.
The sound of female steps approaching the dooddmal
heard come in my dear,” said Sir Thomas as he dyeda the
door for his wife and child to enter.

“My dear daughter the captain has made plain tcen&in
feelings which he has lead me to believe are recyr if this
be true and | am sure the good captain will nobfighis
account. Allow me to say that | wish you a long &iagpy life
as husband and wife,” said Sir Thomas

“Papa thank you thank you thank you” said Sophishes
flung her arms around her father. “Well it seenes¢his to be
a wedding,” Lady Ann with a smile upon her face
congratulations my dear captain,” said Lady Annathdm |
would be obliged if you would call me James,” saitbrey.
“Indeed | shall for you are to be my son in lawlerrg,” said
Lady Ann.

The following Saturday the Sterley’s made there tea$t.
George's, Hanover square where the happy coupleitex

in holy matrimony. Much to the joy of the gathered
congregation who had come to hear of there weddimgugh
the steadfast and unceasing efforts of Lady Ann dubdone
much in the preceding week to let every one inStezley
social circle know of the impending marriage. Uploere
leaving the church the bells begun to toll a flo¢kigeon’s
affrighted rose from the bell tower. As if in blegs of the
newly wed couples union.
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CHAPTER THIRTY SIX
The air was heavy with expectation for this everthreye was
to be a ball at the house in the Mews. The lightsumdreds
of candles filled the ballroom. The coaches wiitbried
servants stood outside the door of the town hotiSéro
Thomas Sterley. Mary having overcome the first reucd
been accepted in to society was more at easy a¢ biven she
had been at the ridged Almack’s ball a few evenieydier. In
truth, it could be said that she had behaved ing@ecand
with great grace so much so in fact that Lady Jehsel
commented on how well she danced.

The other patronesses had also been very much vakeher
and had marked her out for special favor when glhaéa
appeared at Almack’s. Never the less tonight wasight
and she was of a mind to enjoy her self. Sir Thohzas
bought the house in the Mews Mayfair shortly betbe
season had started it had taken a great deal &ftwiarthe
house was eventually ready one week before theimgen
Parliament.

The previous afternoon at the request of the pniagent Sir
Thomas and his new son in law captain Aubrey ha go
the Naval club of which Sir Thomas had recentlyrbee
accepted as a member. Membership of the club ttlesxe
domain of senior naval officers had for years baeobject of
Sir Thomas'’s desire. Now as a new member, he had be
called upon to invite as his guest for the aftemoaptain
Aubrey who under normal circumstances would noehasen
admitted to the club until he had reached a vemjos@ank in
the service. The reason for his invitation was sirdeupon his
highness the prince regent to meet with the naaatiain who
had done so well in the late wars.

The dinner to which the gathered naval officers $atddown
to had been to say the least a splendid affaiivefdourses.
Captain Aubrey seated at the very low end of théetas
custom demanded had been repeatedly questioned and
complemented by the senior officers in regard sodaitives
while at sea. Later the Prince regent had questibira most
closely on the duel in which Sir Benjamin had falléor at
one time Sir Benjamin had been a favorite of thader
however the nobleman had fallen out with the regargome
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known business. There after the men had talkedrgéiy of
the present seasons society when the matter éfaHef
Waterford had come up in the course of the eve8ing
Thomas had been required much to his distastevagicount
of the letter he recived from the Earl. The conatos ended
on this matter with certain of the naval gentlerimtagreat
mirth at the Earls audacity in finding a way toa&se his
obligation in the matter of honor.

The Prince regent it seemed was taking note of whatbeen
said with great interest his overlarge body sufigrinder the
attack of the heat of the great fire that burnethenfire place
upon leaving the club late in the evening after yriaasts to
the good captain. Moreover, Sir Thomas for his pathe
valiant action on the field of honor. They had takechaise
and four to the house in the Mews where Lady Aroh lzer
daughters awaited there return anxiously. For these aware
of the honor bestowed upon the young captain byabent
and the navel club, James Aubrey had in his posseas he
returned that night a number of cards of some @fdinemost
names in the naval circle. Who had expressed atétthe
and his good wife call upon them when the seasanowar at
there country estates.

However, this evening was Mary’s evening the hauas
already crowded with guests as the first couplek to the
floor. An officer of the Cavalry took it upon himé& ask
Mary for the first dance Arthur Batenfield sessafran old
Scottish family. Mary found much to her liking foe was an
excellent dancer the new waltz was of the firstogarto take
place upon this evening, which the young officematal well
having learned first hand of the new dance the iegemefore
Waterloo. When the Duke of Wellington and his med h
been at a ball not to many miles from the followdays
action. Thus, the officer had danced with Belgiaai¢s on
the evening and gone out to face the guns theviollp day.

The older gentlemen and ladies found themselvealpag of
a light supper, which had been prepared in theidgroom;
the young ladies and bucks would partake later.nitjet was
young and the floor open the assembled companydfgueat
joy in dancing the night away.
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“I am most happy to say that every thing seemstasit
should be,” said Sir Thomas to an old acquaintatidand
that these sort of things do have a way of turmagwell,”
said the acquaintance. Lady Ann coming over to f@n
husband on the side of the great ball room saidl [8#ieve
that our youngest may have found the gentlemaniveso
suits her” “Indeed Ann | think that mayhap we néedive
her a little more time for she is young and if rebd. Needs
to dance with a few more gentlemen before she ctera
decision upon the matter,” replied her husband.

“My wife you see believes in love at first sighthite | like to
take the time to see how a man will progress inatbed. For
before one hitches ones coach to a horse one rassirb that
the horse is able to pull the coach, so to witletlgman |
like to see what are his prospects before | give iy
daughter’'s hand,” said Sir Thomas

“Quite so, quite so, remarked his acquaintance.
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CHAPTER THIRTY SEVEN
The carriages stood at the door servants rushedamer there
loading the baggage for the Sterley’s were retutinipe
country. The season been over the last social chilse
season made the last farewells for the next ningtinso

Now old Bonaparte locked up safe after these maaysynow
safely halfway across the world on St Helena Isl&riain
and the world now safe at last from his greedymras

Captain Aubrey returning to his command while yo@uagphia
was to return with her parents to Oakland Park.y\Mhaw
dressed in the best stood upon the step watchengdtivities
in the street. Although she had not found a husishedwvas
content for she knew that a number of connecti@uslieen
made it would not be long before the young men elf-w
connected families began visiting Oakland’s.

She had been particularly impressed by the handyononey
lieutenant of the Kings household cavalry who sekuey
nice if somewhat nervous in her company.

“Well lass are you ready?” asked Sir Thomas. “Opgplaam
always ready to go home she said like an old sdaltter
another successful campaign. “Ah there you aréq’ lsady
Ann stepping out of the house. “Pray Mary fetchfany,” she
said. The reason for her desiring her daughtetefpis side
was the fact that the old woman found it unseeimy &
young lady should be upon the steps while it wateall
right for the master of the house to be on the. dtepvever,
she was of the opinion that she must this instanéfa word
or two too say to her husband. “Tom please stagderss |
would have some thing of significance to say to,yshe
said.

Stepping in side Sir Thomas was hurriedly folloviegchis
wife Dear wife what is this matter of significanttat you
would speak upon,” Sir Thomas asked.” What a fudgming
about town,” she said “Indeed pray enlighten maitl Sir
Thomas “Well | have it of the countess of Devort tha Earl
of Waterford has been heard to say that you amward for
not taking up sooner the matter of honor for hintdahe
wrote to you requesting a meeting to resolve thisyou
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refused begging his pardon and extending an apglegid
Lady Ann. Laughing Sir Thomas said well lll be dwanfided
the Earl is such an old rouge to lie lake thahdllswrite to
him this instant and request that our second noestttthe
place and time when | can wait upon him,” saidT®iomas.
Drying the tears of mirth from his eyes for he lcadhe to
expect that the earl would find some way to tuentébles
upon him.

Returning Mary handed her mother the fan “So mieagé
you to become a tenant for life?” Asked Sir Thon@is no
not yet papa for | have not settled upon the rnighh yet,” she
remarked. “ That is most gratifying there has bieemuch of
a haste with your sisters to rush into the matriiadred of
late | would appreciate it my dear if you take ytiore and
choose the best of the Ton before settling upomiigethat
takes your fancy,” said Sir Thomas.

“Tom you will turn our girl into an old bluestoclgrif ever
you don't take care,” said Lady Ann

“Ann you do have the way of saying the strangesigtiipon
my word,” said Sir Thomas. Mary no longer able ¢ej a
straight face burst into laughter as she had histaming to
her parents banter like a young love struck coupidact it
was this very way that made the younger generation
Sterley’s love there parents so dearly for they matcthe
pretensions of other families, which they knew.

“Annie come here” said Lady Ann pray go to the ygunen
and tell them we are waiting for it is time fortasgo,” she
continued the maid curtsied and left the threelSter. Who
now seemed a little eat odds for the servants tvegning to
cover the furnishings with dust cloths. It is asfge to
imagine what it is like to stand in a house thatrisssed for
desertion.

“Mamma Annie says you sent for us” said Williamdbeed |
did the chaise and four is standing at the dooy final your
seats,” said Lady Ann to her two older sons whike éver
faithful Annie brought up the rear with young James
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“Well my dear we are for the country” said Sir Thasn“Aye
indeed we are,” replied Lady Ann as they took @st look
around the house, which they had come to love adydd-or
it was a happy house where they had seen manypy hap
evening the balls the calls now the house stoedtsit\Well
my dear time to leave,” said Sir Thomas. Takingwife's
hand they left the house Sir Thomas stopped brieftyive
final instructions to the senior house servantsigestepping
down to the carriage which stood ready to depatrt.
““Sophia dear dry your tears,” said Lady Ann “Ohnmmaa |
miss James so much already and it has only beeday&s”
said Sophia. “My dear the frequent departures esdrsband
is some thing that you will have to get used taml afraid for
it is one of those things with which we woman mastn to
live,” said Lady Ann.

“Mamma how can you be so hard?” Sophia asked “Mayr de
you forget that | have had many years to get uséd to
missed your papa when we were first married buttwha
one do but try and make the best of it,” said Ladwn. “I will
try and be as brave as you always are,” said Sophia
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CHAPTER THIRTY EIGHT
There arrived towards the middle of December when t
country roads and fields were covered with a |ty
dressing of snow at Oakland park a parcel and lattdressed
to Lady Ann. This was as a result of a secret gis# had
undertaken during the early months of the seasarctrtain
Mr. Paterson publisher of Amen corner London algioshe
had left strict instruction that the ever attentie Paterson
was only to contact her directly only in case dfeme
necessity she was not displeased to hear from ¢intaw
craftsman for it had been six months since the Visst and
she had quite given up of ever hearing from MrePamn..

Missive

Madam,

| have great pleasure in sending you ten copidiseofirst
imprint of the work which you saw me upon duringiyeisit
to London.

If it pleases your ladyship next time you are iwnao call
directly and at your earliest convince at my platbusiness

Your obedient servant

James Paterson
Publisher

Upon opening the package Lady Ann was pleasedetthsd
the volumes mentioned in the missive were indeeafofe
quality opening the cover of the first book she wabkghted
to read the words on the front face the title ofohwas

THE PEER
BY A LADY OF QUALITY
Dedicated to one who has been the most loyal diggedi of
friends and constant companions for upward of &ind
twenty years.

To the noblest gentleman Sir Thomas Sterley, | Humb
dedicate this small work of fiction in the hopetttias small
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work might bring to the noble gentleman many hadrs
pleasure and joy from a most ardent admirer.

Lady Ann begun to turn the pages of the small v&@avery
page bringing an expression of delight to her cenace as
she viewed the printed words. Just then the olojettte
dedication happened to step through the door.

“I perceive my dear that you have some thing ofigicance
to tell me for your expression betrays amusemedtay”

said Sir Thomas. “Indeed good husband | have sbing to
show you | know that you have been busy these meass
writing a volume on the birds, it brings you grfgat and |
have found in the odd occasion time to write a sn@ume

of romance which | have dedicated to you,” she aaidhe put
into his hands the small book.

Opening the volume Sir Thomas was surprised tdtsee
dedication, as he read a smile began to creasip$is'pon
rep my dear you are the most surprising of creafusaid he
taking her in his arms he kissed her most heaufilgn the
lips.

“Pray this works of fiction what is its nature?” hsked as he
stepped away from his wife. “It is but a shortibect of
romance concerning a peer of some 50 years whoraétey
years finds love and affection of a young noble &aira
brave man a soldier in the late wars who has denduty to
the country and is now retired into the countryé seplied “It
sounds some what familiar” remarked Sir Thomasedeafed
through the pages. “I will own that it has a certsénse of
fact from true life,” she replied.

“| see a case of size has arrived from Tom whiclstmeed
your attention,” said Lady Ann. “I have not heafdtgray
where is it?” Sir Thomas enquired. “When it arrivdthd it
moved into the library for | thought it must be sothing of
significance,” she replied.

“’| shall have to go and see, pray excuse me my,tha
said.
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“Upon entering the library Sir Thomas was met by $ight of
a six foot tall box which in size looked very muite a large
oversized coffin taking a poker he genteelly betapry open
the box.

He was much taken by the content of the box fooittained a
stuffed ostrich with full plumage. The sight of whimade sir
Thomas's heartbeat with sheer delight with in the be
found a letter which he opened with great expemtati

Missive

From: Thomas Sterley Esquire 18 June 1815
Cape Town
Cape of Good Hope

To: Sir Thomas Sterley
Oakland Park
Surrey
England

Dearest Papa,

| have recently returned from a trip into the irdenf this vast
country having seen many new and wonderful thiGgse
scarce knows where to begin to give account foe tiegre are
great herds of animals which roam across planelsdiba day
with never an end in sight. | have sent you thisids which |
bagged while out hunting. There is an excellensske of
game here who did me the service of setting theaalnfior
preservation. | do so hope that this object wilhryou many
hours of joy and pleasure.

| have also the honor to inform you sir that yoll shortly be
a grandpapa again as Arabella is with child. Whiekpect
will arrive in due season. We have with the helpl@ér Mrs.
Aitcheson of whom Arabella has previously writteifid a
midwife who will be available for the confinement.

Pray give our sincere affections to all at Oakl&waak

Your obedient son

Tom
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After placing the bird with a little difficulty ithe best
position to display its qualities Sir Thomas bestirhimself to
write to his eldest son

Missive

From: Sir Thomas Sterley
Oakland Park
Surrey
England

To: Thomas Sterley Esquire
16 December 1815

Cape Town

Cape of Good Hope

Dear Tom,

In reply to your last | must inform you that evenfghe
greatest significant’s have occurred Sophia has bed wed
to Captain Aubrey of who you first wrote when yoanwto
the Colony. Mary has had her coming out which wgseat
occasion. | believe that it wont be long beforedhare a
number of gentleman callers coming to here to payet
respects.

Mamma has had a volume published which | belieubrnaget
with singular success for | have just this morniogne to hear
of it. Most surprising to find that she had donis tham sure
that she will write to you before to long and t@u all about
it.

I have almost completed my volume on the birdsmftBern
England and have high hopes of its success, whalit to
Amen corner when next | am in London on business.

My most hearty congratulations on the forthcomingyal of
the addition to your little household | am sure yMamma
will be most sad to hear that she will not be tHerdhe birth.
For she and Lady Sarah were companions of a mas cl
nature for most of there lives | am sure that wiem return to
Oakland’s your mamma will lavish many a fondnessrughe
child and Arabella of course.
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Pray give Arabella our sincere affections
Your papa

Thos Sterley.

Missive

From: Lady Ann Sterley
Oakland Park
Surrey
England

To: Thomas Sterley Esquire
16 December 1815

Cape Town

Cape of Good Hope

Dear Tom,

Have just this moment sat down to write to you atibe
wonderful news as you are know | have for many ybaen
writing in my books. When we were last in Londdiedk one
of my writings to a publisher in the town. Who agpteo look
at it. Much to my delight in the post today | remiva letter
from the good man. Who has published the volumb wit
short dedication to your dear papa. Who | mustessto it in
good stride that | had published before him. | @mdéng one
of the volumes | recived with this letter.

Mary has become quite social having this last fghnthree
gentleman callers who have visited. Papa informshae
Arabella is in the family way. What can | say uphis happy
occurrence? It is with regret that | wipe a teanfrmy eye to
think her dear mamma will not be here to see tippha
arrival. When you come home we will make a happmason
of the child and spoil him or her as the case mayikie many
affectionate kisses and pinches.

My affectionate greetings to Arabella

Your Mamma
Ann Sterley
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CHAPTER THIRTY NINE
A chaise and for had stopped in the drive, sir Th®stopped
what he had been doing and walked across the disteihce
towards the chaise A young man dressed in the tefgh
fashion was alighting from the vehicle. Bowing dipghing
his hat the young man greeted Sir Thomas with esioas of
joy at his finally been at Oakland and been abletzquaint
himself with his old school friend Tom.

‘Why sir young Tom you will not find at home” sa&ir
Thomas. “Pon my word | hope he will be home sooit &s
rather a matter of great significant that bringstmeee him”
replied the young man. “Indeed Sir Tom is in Afrenad not
expected home any time soon,” said Sir Thomas

“I find then my trip has been for nothing and | v&as
depending on him been here,” said the young manay‘Bir |
know it is not the custom of young men to go about
unannounced but you have arrived here quite unésglyc
had you made your coming known to us we would ladve
course warned you that your call was a fools etrgait] Sir
Thomas. “l do beg your pardon Sir Thomas | am Harry
Watson and | am just back from the late wars neirfggbeen
in England | am afraid | had quite forgotten my mewrs | did
send a letter when | stopped in town did you noéinee it?”
asked the young man.

“I have certainly recived no communication of aoyts
replied the old man. But maybe | can be of sertacgou in
what connection was it that you wanted to see yduong?”
enquired Sir Thomas. ‘Ah it is a matter of the héair | have
been having a nick of a time trying to write a I®eannet to a
certain lady of my acquaintance. | don't seem toitgeght, |
remembered that Tom was rather good with verse wieen
were at Oxford, so | thought I might avail mysefhis
service,” said Harry.

“Well let me see | was quite good with verse in yoyth,
pray Harry set inside and make yourself at homdenltget
quill and paper,” said Sir Thomas. as he showegdlmg
man to the library, Lady Ann and the remainingdtgh had
set out just that morning to pay a call upon tisdents of
Morton Grange. They were not expected back urigrle the
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week.

Once Sir Thomas returned they fell to talking oer matter
of the sonnet which young Harry wanted to addreskihiata
a Spanish noble woman whose acquaintance he hagl mad
while at Waterloo.

Thus Sir Thomas began to write

To the fair Juniata a sonnet of the most profoufettons for
young Harry had made it known to Sir Thomas thatvae
deeply in love. With the Spanish lady and wantedi¢d her
none other would do no blushing Bony lass of hegiosom
would do but only the dark eyed Spanish lady ofledsirth
who had plucked upon his heart strings with an rgifing
grace. So much so that poor Harry was unable &pste eat,
upon hearing this Sir Thomas called for a kitchenvant to “
bring immediately a glass of warm milk and soméheffruit
cake which Lady Ann was so fond for the young gamtn
lest he faint from hunger.” Harry great fully actegbthese
ministrations as Sir Thomas continued to scribbjgon
completion of the light reparse Sir Thomas leadytheng
man to a bed chamber rand bid him lay down and base.
For it would take a while for the completion of thennet
could be affected without his company thus once his
unexpected guest had laid down Sir Thomas retuiméte
library and continued to write. For his inspiratioa took his
great love for his wife and thought of the many s/aywhich
she had pleased him throughout the years. To feergs he
now added suitable words which after a half an Haat
reached three or four pages. Sir Thomas had afide
distinctive hand indeed when a note went to thagd it was
easy to tell if the note had been written by Sioifas for his
penmanship was renowned for its clarity and elegaBo
much so that in the open school in the villageyaling
students were taught to emulate the hand of SinfEscas
best they could.

Upon completion of the opus Magnus Sir Thomasitzadide
sat for a moment and then as an after thoughtuapake quill
once more and wrote a note to the young gentleffiaa.
content of the note was that when he rise fronmdsshe
should copy the verses in his own hand and sencdapied
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verse to the lady of his desire. This done he tbeknote and
the sonnet to the chamber where the young managas f
asleep placing them on the table he closed the alwbr
returned to the task which he had been about witeguest
had arrived.

Later in the day Harry rose found the note andadidvas
directed. On completion he destroyed the note hewev
thinking the draft of the sonnet written by Sir Tis so fair
he left it upon the table thinking that maybe Siiomas might
wish to keep it as a remembrance for it was evitlettie
young man that it was indeed a rare work of botimmanship
and artistic beauty. Thus contrary to Sir Thomassgruction
the sonnet lay open for any one who chanced updiné
young man left the chamber to go down stairs totmita his
genial host. To offer him his sincere gratitude apgreciation
of the great favor Sir Thomas had done for him gfgreat
burden had been lifted from the young man’s shaslde

“Sir Thomas accepted these expressions of gratituithe
good grace and bid his guest to stay the nighthicmthe
young man agreed...

Had Sir Thomas but known that his favor for anfalehd of
his son’s was to cause him such agonies of tempearaamd
the disruption of his peaceful domestic life, haudomost
probably not have undertaken the task which heftwathe
young Harry.
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CHAPTER FORTY
“I am with out a doubt the best savory’s maker thatow do
you not think?” asked Mrs James. “Indeed my wsfa idab
hand at the making of sweet meat,” said the cleegyrfiYou
must try my pigeon pie, said Mrs. James as shedlithe silver
cover from the dish upon which lay a plump birdilayer of
congealed grave. “ It looks wonderful | shall havpiece,”
said Sophia.

The reverend gentleman’s guests sat down to etdinap
Aubrey having decided to forego the offered pigasiie had
heard much of Mrs. James'’s custard pudding whichtewde
served later. In the mean time he contented himg#ifa
glass of port.

“I have seldom seen a dish with an aroma of suairéince,
said Sophia “ pray do tell me Mrs. James whatiss th
fragrance for | have not come across it beforeRédsSophia
as she placed the first forkful in her mouth.

“Itis a Calcutta curry from India some what difet to the
fair we are used to, bit wholesome and good fasld, tsaid
Mrs. James. Sophia it seemed had grown quite ftitders
creased the corners of her eyes and a sweat bpakeher
forehead.

“I fear that I am unwell” she gasped, taking adfipvater
from a glass near at hand. “Oh dear what is amiss Mubrey
you are quite red with exertion you must lay doviedr” said
Mrs. James rising from her seat.

“Yes if | lay down | will recover,” said Sophia “Yestep this
way there is a room where you can rest,” said Naimes
“Later you can finish your dinner. | am quite suspd for just
a moment ago you were quite well could it be tlat iave a
little bundle to deliver?” asked Mrs. James. Fa slas a
woman wise to the world and knew that young wonfan o
Sophia’s age did with in a year after marriage dpforth
bundles of joy. It gave her great pride that whegears to
come the Captain would speak of the announcemeheof
arrival of there first born would be due to her.
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The ladies having left the room the to gentlemerevieft
quite alone with nothing much to say the reveresctigman
eyed the plate upon which Sophia had been feaatidghen
looked knowingly towards the captain. “I fear ttiz¢ pigeon
will be quite spoilt,” said the clergyman. Captainbrey
perceiving that the older gentleman would show moay
knew where his duty lay. Saying bravely “Well théese
nothing for it | shall have to dispose of the bamt moved
Sophia’s plate to his and begun to eat the dish.

The first bit of the dish had but a small effeconpihe brave
seaman for he had previously eaten curry whileative
service in the Indies however he began to tastetain
discrepancy. It was at this moment that Mrs. Jameesned
and took once more her seat. “I trust the pigeda igur
liking?” she enquired of the captain “Indeed a feay dish
one of the best | have ever tasted,” the captaperhas a
sweat began to break from his forehead. “Pray vehigd
construction?” he asked of the woman.

“It must be soaked in the curry powder for a dag arhalf
before certain other elements are added then biiladoup
of water and oil,” replied the lady. This was indeesurprise
to the good navy man for he had never heard ofiistebeen
prepared like this and he knew his curries.

“Remarkable quite remarkable” said the captainhgearcfor
the glass of sherry, he had learned his lessonqugy and
knew better the n poor Sophia to drink water fotewé
seemed only increased the pain one felt with irsaneuth
after eating a curry. To the captain it seemedtti@poor
pigeon having died had been subjected to the gueldates
having fallen into the hands of a woman who belitkerself
to be the best cook in the world. but was in fadaagerous
weapon indeed if the good woman had ever beenlaindbe
armies of Wellington or the navy of Nelson she wichéve
been the most formidable weapon in Bonaparte’scyeamy.

Never the less to preserve the duty placed uporblgisociety
he continued to eat the poor bird for it would hheen
considered most offensive if he had not. As theestw
member of Sir Thomas’s family it was incumbent upom
that he make a good impression upon the clergymdris
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wife for the most reverend gentleman had always lpe@st
obliging to the Sterley’s when called upon to be@dvice to
the family.

For it was well known that he had been instrumeoitaidding
Morton of the ghost of poor Lord John. To haverny avay
offended him in any way even to the extent of hife'\w
efforts in the culinary field would it seemed beiasult to the
good people of Notheringay.

Thus on he soldered through the battlefield that tha dish
much to the delight of the reverend gentleman’&wiho
continued to make remarks and receive high praisa the
brave captain.

After the mean Sophia had quite recovered whilebhave
husband refused the proffered custard pie saymguiried
pigeon was quit enough for him. Shortly thereatfter
Aubrey'’s took there leave of the clergyman andwife who
stood upon the front step of the rectory enjoyimgtiew as
the coach made its departure the good woman waeing
Sophia remarked “That what an excellent gentlerhan t
captain was and what good taste he had. for shedemthat
he had indeed emptied the plate, it was a pityHbatad not
seen his way clear to a slice of custard pie. Hewéwas to
be expected these naval sorts are seldom big etiersll
said to her good husband who ever mindful of hig'wi
desire to impress upon there guests the skill wifkch she
employed herself in the kitchen made him smile.
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CHAPTER FORTY ONE
Lady Ann entered the library for a moment she stoo#ing
at the Ostrich a strange bird its eyes seemed |tonfer her
every move. Who ever had done the job of mountihgd
done a wonderful job she thought.

Her eyes drifted across the room looking for aigy shat
might betray the occupancy of her husband thereneas, as
she turned to leave her eyes dwelt for a momemh@ismall
table near the door. A poem of some sort she thosph
picked it up and began to read “Dearest Juanitg fave |
admired you from afar.... “Could it be? Sir Thomas teken
a lover? How could this be? She wondered. Shehesighind
back to the last season in town could it be thatlsband
had found a woman of loose morals of whom Sir Tr®hed
taken advantage? No it could not be more likelyhthesy had
marked Sir Thomas for an easy target of her chaunsurely
her husband was passed calf-love

Was he not? Had he not found an Incognita?

Just like a man to fall for the charms of a huszy 8ir
Thomas taken mistresses? Had he found a light?skot a
moment, Lady Ann considered consigning the poethddire
but then she dismissed this idea she did not veegive Sir
Thomas any advanced knowledge that she knew whathke
about.

Of one thing she was certain she would have hemge for
she was not a woman to be trifled with. her mararyas a
wife and mother had taught her one thing if théngson
changed then one would adapt and apply ones mititetoew
situation. Now a new situation was presentingfitaetl she
would be ready for it she would not be bested lwpman of
low class, no she would not be made a cake of gyas.

Sir Thomas entered the drawing room coming actessdom
he placed his hand upon the chair upon which Ladly gat
leaning forward he tried to plant a kiss upon Herek but
lady Ann moved just then and he ended up kissiagth

“Ann what is amiss?” He asked “Amiss dear husbamay p
what can be amiss everything is as it should b wieat do
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you mean sir?’ she asked “l am quite sure | ddknotv what
you mean” she continued.

“Ann my love you seem distressed what has occuthratdhas
made you so cold towards me?” he asked. “Sir | aitecure
that your imagination is once more at play for imghis amiss
save that you have not had your dinner and it il quold by
now,” she said dismissively. For she meant to niake
husband suffer for the long years that they had bee
companions had taught her every thing there waaaov
about his nature she knew that should peace nasbered
before bed time. He would be quite unable to skepwould
pace the bed chamber until he would fall into dless sleep
which would come in the small hours of the morning.

“I take it then your call at Morton was a pleasané,” said Sir
Thomas giving up for the moment trying to pleasevhife.
“Indeed husband it was one of the most pleasats thhve
ever made,” she said.

“Pray tell how our grandson is?” he asked “Theitadiell and
grown big like his papa he is sure to do well ie world,” she
said coldly.

It always came as a surprise to Sir Thomas howanam of
longstanding acquaintance could make even good sewsd
so formidable like the speaker in the house anriogribe
butchers bill for the last quarter he mused. Asstingng went
the apple falls not far from the tree for Sir Thented in
mind a number of occasions when he had seen hifewale
children behave in the same fashion that Lady Ao was?

Leaving Lady Ann Sir Thomas went about his daikk&a
bemused by the fact that he could not fathom whelt h
occasioned his wife to take such a set againstHad. he not
always done his duty by her did he not show thesuneaof
his affection for her by telling her on as manyasions that
he still loved her even though they were now groovthat
time of life when one should be comfortable witlcleather?

“True he had not always been at home but this wagal his

service to crown and country a man should alwaysisiduty
to crown and country first before considering hisnaneeds
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was the motto he had been brought up to belieaméhhe
thought that his wife knew this. but there mussbme new
occasion for this strange behavior of the woman héub been
his devoted companion, what can it be he musee &ggan
cutting some flowers. Maybe if | bring some flowar® the
house and present them to her she might changaihdrand
forgive me for what ever slight | have afforded herthought.

From a window on the upstairs Lady Ann observed her
husband she was angry extremely angry did he thiikshe
would not find out, did he indeed think that a kigsuld save
him? And now what was the silly man up to cuttirg toses
did he not understand that they had taken a lang to grow
that much care had gone into there breeding?

At the entrance to Oakland Park a messenger hutedgh
the gate he had been sent with a letter of thaegeargency
from Ireland his master had instructed him to himol no one
but Sir Thomas Sterley of Oakland Park. Then td feaia
reply from Sir Thomas, The livery of the messerdgmoted a
great house an old and ancient line one which tbdey’s
had seen before not many months earlier.

For the Earl of Waterford had in the months sirnee t
challenge to Sir Thomas’s honor grown brave endiggtause
of distance in time and space now to wish to sétdematter
of honor. At the same moment another coach wasngats
way to Oakland containing Young Harry Watson wibime
very agreeable news.
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CHAPTER FORTY TWO
“Remarkable” said Sir Thomas as he waved a lattbis
hand. “It would seem that his lordship the Ea\diterford
has decided that he needs to settle the matteorafrtat the
earliest convince,” he continued “Indeed husbanduild
have thought that you would be most pleased at this
communication,” said Lady Ann.

“I will answer his letter directly | will also hav® ask James
to act as my second,” said Sir Thomas. “Pray whgsdbat
man in the Earls livery wait?” asked Lady Ann. “Has
instruction from his lordship to wait for a rephjis lordship
will be in Town till the end of next week and wlle able to
wait upon me on any day the following week. | witlite to
him this instant | think Friday fortnight will beugable,” said
Sir Thomas.

“As you will sir you know best,” said Lady Ann Sihomas
left the drawing room to go and write the lettettie Earl of
Waterford. Lady Ann pondered for a moment thenrtigkrom
a draw in the bureau inn and paper, she beganite avtetter
of her own

Your Lordship,

I have thought long upon a certain matter and lmeg y
indulgence... she began. Sir Thomas in the meaavaait
been writing his own letter when he returned henébLady
Ann gone and the messenger seated in the kitchiemgea
small meal. Handing the letter over he watchedhasran
finished his meal and left.

“Sir Thomas and Lady Ann were in the drawing roaen h
writing again she contemplation with a knowing srabme
great matters which was playing upon her mind.
“Missive

To Captain James Aubrey

Great Witham

Surrey

From Sir Thomas Sterley
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Oakland Park
Surrey
Satay 18" March 1816

Dear James,

| fear that | must call upon you to stand once nazeny
second in the matter of his lordship the Earl oft&fard.

I have given him to understand that Friday fortbigbuld be
a suitable time for him to wait upon me here atl@ad's |
believe that every thing can be arranged with tieatgst
circumspection. | think that we can arrange fortdoBarry of
Notheringay to attend the field of honor and reratey
service, which matters might arise from the settietof the
debit of honor.

| await your replay by return of post

Your obedient Servant
Thomas Sterley

Missive

From Sophia Aubrey
Great Wisham
Surrey

Dearest Papa,

I have just this moment come away from James'sidedke
doctor is hopeful for his recovery after eating saining the
other day while visiting the Reverend and Mrs. Jame

| fear that James has begged me to write and expissnost
sincerely regrets that he is quite unable to wadtruyou as a
second in the matter between yourself and thedarl
Waterford.

The doctor has forbidden him from rising from hedhuntil he
is completely recovered

James has expressed his sorrow for been unabé&db b
service to you and begs that you will not constties as a
slight for he is quite unwell. The doctor has blééd and is
hopeful for his recovery however he has statedithaitl take
time
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Your Loving daughter
Sophia

“Remarkable, most remarkable | was not even awae t
James was feeling poorly,” said Sir Thomas. “| hagtheard
of it what is amiss,” asked Lady Ann. It seems s@he
malady has affected James and he has taken tedhsdaid
Sir Thomas.

A servant entered and announced a visitor “Mr Watsaid
the servant. “Pray let him step in” said Sir Thorhas
countenance lightening for here was an occasi@skmf the
young man a service.

“Good day Sir Thomas | trust that you are wellAdddarry
Watson “Indeed | am quite well and | hope that j)ave had
a good result to your efforts?” asked Sir Thomézdéed |
have the most wonderful news the fair lady was much
impressed and has expressed a wish that | call hpoand
her father at an early convenience.

“I am exceedingly glad for it” said Sir Thomas pragy | ask
a service of you?” enquired Sir Thomas. “l wouéddtad to
be of service to you in any way that suits you’Siajd Harry.

“Pray step this way,” said Sir Thomas as he leadytiunger
man away to the library to discuss the matter tifigas his
second.

“Lady Ann had of late been very cold towards hesbdand the
letter in his hand had startled her much. She was mvoman
to be trifled with and had already set in motioe beginnings
of a plan which if truth be told would have frightl Sir
Thomas so much that he would have fretted andlept a
wink. For Lady Ann would have her revenge she was a
woman scorned she who was of an old and noble yamil
would not let any man least of all her husbanddngaon her
heart. For she had loved him through many traits an
tribulations, she had eaten humble pie and hadyalas the
good book instructed a wife to be a meek and obedide.
However, this latest insult was some thing sheccook bear.
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It was not that she had not had the opportunityetainfaithful
to him indeed in her youth and as a newly wed wffa naval
officer. Of course there had been many opportusifte her to
have a dalliance but she had risen above evemypttat
conquest from the males of the species. For sh&idened
such dalliances unseemly her honor meant muchrtevesn
though there had been times when she had beetoresty
while her husband had been away at sea. Lady Ann’s
temperament was not suited for unfaithfulness, tiheswas
unable to understand the latest infidelities ofthesband for
had she always tried to be most accommodating &t ever
he desired?
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CHAPTER FORTY THREE
The sound of a coach stopping outside the Grosv&ueare
home of the Earl of Waterford could be heard; lisdship
laid aside the volume he had been reading. His@ggdeguest
had arrived wishing to impress his guest he rosecamssed to
a small table upon which to Snifters stood readgeanter of
the finest crystal stood filled to the brim wittethectar of
amber. Only the finest French cognac would do fergluest
who was one of the foremost persons of qualitystpié. For
his royal guest was none other then His highness®r
Fredrick the duke of York.

The knock that came to the door was expected hilsthips
butler announced the presence of his most estegoed.

The prince once he entered the room smiled foré® w
delighted once more to find at home his friendasfrfer days
with a snifter proffered towards him “Glad to semiy
highness is well” remarked the Earl. “Indeed mosl and
most happy to have recived your note,” repliedptiece
taking a seat.

“So there is to be a duel?” said the prince, “tfthat too
many gentlemen of the lower nobility seem to fihdre honor
offended and demanding satisfaction. When thertebptit
them in there place” he continued.

“It seems your highness that Sir Thomas is an ndtaut
rogue had he but heard correctly my question irhthese was
a fair one,” remarked the earl as he raised theesiio his
lips.

“I have never had occasion to have any dealings tlii¢ man
before what occasioned this attack?” asked thec®rior he
had not been in the house upon the day in queatidrhad
only heard of the matter second hand.

Highness the details are not difficult to follonagrallow me
to enlighten you about two seasons ago he apprdankdo
make advances on the behalf of his son for a cosiomiswell
| tried and added to the commission a small fethefe
thousand pounds which he was unwilling or unablgayp. |
then was obliged to invite him to my country seatd little
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sport, while there he became involved in a domestitter of
a scalawag and rouge that was agitating for Catholi
emancipation and for the lower order. His interi@mtvas
most unseemly the end result of which was the s¢who
had caused all the problems was taken away froreensice
by Sir Thomas | lost a dammed fine cook to bodha
event,” said the Earl. “Dammed inconsiderate aritequ
ungentlemanly of Sir Thomas | would say,” said Emace.

“This is most unseemly how a man with a title cahdwe in
such an unfashionable way,” enquired the princhisTetter |
recived from Lady Ann his wife with the reply to rtetter
asking for a settlement of the matter of honor most
extraordinary indeed the contents makes me wontiat w
domestic upheaval has occasioned his lady to asiting me
an avowed enemy for a favor,” said the Earl

Taking the letter the prince began to read, theeomupon
his countenance growing with each new sentencenthatad.
“William my friend there is but one thing that yoan do in
this matter,” remarked the Prince

“Indeed | see it plainly | have been placed undeolligation
by Lady Ann not only to settle the old matter bilma her to
play her part in this new matter a ladies honorbeen
impinged and Sir Thomas must pay for his dalliahegth the
Spanish woman who ever she is” said the Earl.

“I have always wanted to defend a ladies honor ivskems
that | am to have my chance this confounded fe o
Thomas | believe is a great favorite among a nurobaaval
gentlemen,” said The Prince. “Indeed Highness lseahaays
been an agitator and one of those who seeks ter lieét lower
order with promises of a better life, said the Ebbelieve he
had some part to play when the navy mutinied at\thie. He
been one of the few officers whose men did not $emd
ashore. Thus his roll was pivotal in bringing toeamd the
troubles in the navy the men look to him for leatigy | have
heard” said the Prince. “Indeed he has some geslitiit he is
also quite ungentlemanly,” replied the Earl. “Watin one has
got to give him credit for his achievements, howeugelieve
that one should never gain say ones betters imreattier of
importance,” remarked the Prince. “As for your resfu will
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be happy to stand as one of your seconds in thitengt
honor” said the prince. Highness for this | am ntagtpy,
remarked the Earl as he refilled the snifter infhees hand.
“I dare say Sir Thomas has all the marks of a nawint” said
the duke. “Indeed | would not be surprised if heswae,”
replied the Earl

Sir Thomas was addressing the members of his holdsat
were listening with the greatest concern for thadgowas to
receive a number of visitors of the best society.
“Although there exists a measure of animosity betwihe
Earl of Waterford, | would remind you that this Iseuthad
always extended a hand of hospitality to all gudstsrn you
now and take note each and ever one of you thadheand
his company are to be treated with the greatepemtsand
civility, he said

“These people of quality will be here as my guesid |
expect that each and every one of you will do ygorost to
make them at ease,” he continued. | want the lbeshs in the
house aired the bed linen changed and fresh, ilaterate
any discrepancy, is this understood?” there wasialohe of
assent from the gathered servants and householdensm
“Pray Ruth,” said Sir Thomas “heed my words for nyou
rests the greatest work for you are to preparehbenbers for
his Lordship the Earl and another for his highrthesDuke of
York. Make sure that when you have completed your
supervision of the staff that you inform me thatight check
that all is in order for there coming,” said Sirorhas.

“I would be most displeased should any thing noabé&
should be Ruth | therefore require of you that gouyou
utmost to make these chambers as comfortable agpm%
said Sir Thomas. “Yes master | will do my very biesplease
you may | ask am | to prepare the addition chanfdrerady
Virginia or will Elizabeth be doing that?” Askedetimaid
“Not to worry about that Elizabeth has that welhand
replied Sir Thomas.
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CHAPTER FORTY FOUR
The conveyances of the Duke of York and the Earl of
Waterford were early upon the road on Wednesdayimgy
the gentlemen who frequented the vehicles as trederthere
way along the roads of Surrey were in a gay mood ¢
them an outing to the country was just what theshed for.
The duke was happy to have as his companion ojotineey
Virginia Lady Waterford, who had some what recodefrem
the loss of her betrothed. However her deepest maghwas
to see some one pay for the death of the unfouwmaing
man for her it was not a matter of honor but a desgonal
loss.

To the Earl it was a wound which he could beatfohad
considered the connections that the young man dwirg to
his family and the position in society to which besughter
could have risen now the search for a suitable gonan had
to begin again from the start.

The arrived shortly before eleven to be greetedthayentire
household of Oakland Park the greetings betwees His
highness the Earl of Waterford and Sir Thomas wesay the
least cold. Sir Thomas to his credit went out af\way to be
the genial host, when the party had been settl¢keire
chambers to every ones great satisfaction. Thdegaen
enquired after any occasion for hunting to whichT®iomas
had great pleaser in obliging showing the Dukegiine room
where the duke selected not with out consideraiareapon
which much pleased Sir Thomas.

Thereafter the gentlemen proceeded to the groumsksirch
of deer and fowl. Returning late in the afternoloenyt
deposited the bag for preparation by the kitcheveses. His
lordship and the Earl of Waterford made much ofy\LAdn
his highness saying he had seldom met a womanseithuch
wit. While Sir Thomas found himself sitting ignorbg his
house guests.

The following morning Sir Thomas was out early td m
place things for the events of the following momhre did not
have much occasion to worry as to what his diffiguiests
were up to He was of the mind that his wife wokeep them
entertained. He found much to keep him occupieéhduhe
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day returning in the evening from Notheringay hergpa little
time in there company before retiring to bed.

Rising early he was happy to see that Harry Waltsah
arrived during the night they made there brealdashe
remains of a cold chicken which had been left fiis purpose.
Upon enquiring as to the location of Lady Ann, resw
informed that she has left half an hour earliehwiite duke
and the Earl. Sir Thomas was much put out at tbvgsrfor he
had wanted to wish her good day before settingatite field
of honor.

Sir Thomas and Harry made there way to the cleanitige
wood which had previously been selected here hadfdlie
carriage of the Earl the nobleman and the prinae wmoking
a pipe while waiting for the arrival of Sir Thomae terms
of the duel having previously been arranged thexs mow
nothing more to do then the combatants and thenssdake
the field of honor.

Sir Thomas was much surprised when Lady Ann stefroed
the carriage and took the place of the secondifoiohdship.
“Sir | must protest at this unseemly arrangemessijtl Sir
Thomas.

“Indeed sir | am under an obligation to Lady Ann $he
requested that she stand as my second,” replieBaHe
“Very well then but | find it unbecoming,” said Sihomas.

Taking there places the two noblemen began to paey
from each other at twenty paces they turned thevizes the
first to fire the shot going wide. Now in the sitenof morning
the sounds of bird song been hear the clearingtsfie
Thomas took his time he planed to fire high asda o wish
to wound the Earl. His only wish was that the nraitas at an
end just as he was about to fire a deer broke fhantrees to
his left startling him. He fired low. A terriblerang around
the clearing as the Earl sunk to the ground hieddres, which
had formally been white, were now covered in rexbtl Sir
Thomas dropped his pistol and hurried forward dgtloi
Duke Lady Ann and Doctor Barry whom Sir Thomas had
required to be present to render any assistanastidcever
was wounded.
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“The Earl lay upon the ground moaning in great agthharry
Watson remarked in a frightened voice “It seemsT&wmas
that you have shot away his lordships unmentiorsabt€lear
the way man” said doctor Barry as he begun to aidtein
Brandy to the stricken man. “Pray help me to lifhho the
carriage we must get him to the house” said theadddarry
been the youngest man helped the doctor lift thkiita the
carriage which rushed off towards the house theelhiddy
Ann and Sir Thomas left to walk back to the housthere
leisure. “Ann may | ask why you consented to beBhd's
second” asked Sir Thomas. “Sir it is because youe lsahussy
to whom you write love sonnets” remarked Lady Anossly.
“Indeed madam you are mistaken for | begin to sgeeat
mistake has occurred here” said Sir Thomas;’ Ptespand
who then is Juanita?

“She is as far as | am aware the lady in whom royng
companion is affianced and deeply smitten he askedtb
write a few line s which he could copy to woo hegplied Sir
Thomas.

“Then | am at fault Tom for | found the note andhmeight
that you had found a place in your heart for anoihéhe
place of me” replied Lady Ann quietly.

“Most unusual indeed | have never heard of it” shilduke
who began to see the humor of the whole situatimhteegan
to laugh.

“Your Highness | fear that it is not kind to laughthe
condition of the poor Earl who is now stricken lire tworst
sort of way,” remarked Lady Ann seriously.

“I fear that his gaying pistol will be of no furthase to him”
said Fredrick duke of York “But let us hear whag ttoctor
can do” said he as they mounted the front stepiseofiouse.
They had not long to wait the doctor reported thatEarl was
resting quietly and would recover but as Fredrigkedof
York had said his lordship would no longer frequeith his
former vigor those less sociably acceptable plates
entertainment in town for Sir Thomas’s shot hadegoarried
away his lordships weapon of choice..

In the mean while Lady Virginia had become reacajieai
with William they were later in the day to be diseced in the
garden making dove eyes at each other.
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In the days that followed the duke and Sir Thonesaime
firm friends the Earl having lost that instrumerttigh is most
precious to men became quite a different man. Wiessed
upon to give his daughter in marriage to Williara #on of his
former foe he gave it gladly knowing that he condd have
been bested by any better shot in England. Lady An
continued to write and Sir Thomas did eventuallyrsit for
publication his manuscript on the birds of Southengland,
which was published with a short dedication tothghness
the duke of York it received great acclaim.

There dear readers we must until another time bidr@ends
and foes from this story farewell and Adieu untitl time as
the fates determine we once again meet them, boitcah say
when that may be?

DEDICATED TO MY GRAND PARENTS AND MY
MOTHER WHO HAVE ALWAYS BEEN MY
INSPIRATION
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